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I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Gosselin,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator  
Velazquez,   Senator   Gee,   Senator   Smith,   Co-Chair   Lezama,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator  
Heyer,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Senator  
Lee   (17)  
 
Members   Absent:  
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   10/6/19  
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   think   everyone   should   be   mindful   that   when   you   make   a   comment,   it’s   on  
everyone’s   time,   please   speak   as   concisely   as   you   can.  
 
[Senator   Scheinfeld   enters   with   tea.]  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Shorter   amount   of   time   for   announcements   today.   If   nothing   pressing   to   say   please  
save   it   for   next   week.  
 
Motion.  
 
Seconded.  
 
Senator   Brady:   [Makes   date   change.]  
 
15-0-1   [Scheinfeld   abstains.]  
 
[Senator   Lee   arrives.]  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Cason   going   through   process   for   accreditation.   Outside   folks   come   in   to   see  
whether   Middlebury   is   doing   what   we   say   we’re   doing.   There’s   going   to   be   a   portion   with   SGA   on  
Tuesday   November   5th   from   9   to   9:50   AM.   [Quick   poll   of   who   can   attend.]  

Institutional   Diversity   Equity   and   Inclusion   Committee   is   holding   the   Diversifying   the   Faculty  
event   this   Wednesday   from   7:30   to   8:30   in   Hillcrest   103.   Please   show   up.   We   can   finally   understand   how  
the   process   works   and   there   will   be   a   Q   and   A   section.   Many   departments   are   hiring   new   faculty   and   be   a  
part   of   that   process   this   fall,   you   have   a   lot   of   sway   in   that.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Lot   easier   to   complain   than   take   action,   you   were   all   elected   to   take   action.   Lead   by   example  
and   talk   to   people   who   are   complaining   about   it.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   If   you   are   working   on   an   initiative   there   is   probably   a   committee.   Don’t   create  
something   without   consulting   different   committees.   If   you   are   meeting   with   admin   member   or   someone  
else   on   a   specific   topic,   put   the   meeting   time   in   the   slack.   Keep   everyone   in   the   loop.  
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B. Senate  
Senator   Finkelstein:   5   minutes   for   senate   updates.   Anything   important   to   share?  
 
Senator   Valazquez:   Reached   out   as   you   recommended   last   week.   Going   to   start   working   on   suicide  
awareness   block.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Talked   to   Julie,   External   Affairs   committee   about   Sabai   Sabai.   Reached   out   to   people   on  
environmental   committee   on   Laundry   and   Sabai.   In   communication   with   them.  
 
Senator   Salas:   Madison   and   I   completed   confirmation   for   workshops   on   financial   lit.   Three   workshops  
will   be   branded   on   life   beyond   Middlebury.   [Lists   the   workshops   and   dates.]  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Feedback   about   divesting   from   weapons   industry.   Someone   from   Campus   wanted  
interviews   from   common   senators   about   How   We   Live   Together.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Loop   back   with   me   after.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   talked   about   water   fountains   with   Miguel.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Loop   us   in   too?  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   Meeting   with   dean   of   faculty   about   thanksgiving   break   next   week.   
 
Director   of   Membership:   Paul   and   Miles   on   elections   council,   can’t   be   on   it   for   the   next   cycle   so   they’ll  
have   to   be   replaced   by   two   new   people.   Historically   it’s   the   senior   senators   since   they   won’t   be   running  
again.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   guess   I   consent.  
 
Senator   Salas:   Is   there   a   junior   who   won’t   run   next   year???  
 
Membership:   Work   only   happens   during   the   election   times.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   I’ll   do   it.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Met   with   financial   services   about   how   college   charges   us   for   J-term.   You   pay   for   four  
winter   terms   but   can   be   here   for   only   two   if   you   wanted.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Meeting   with   Miguel   and   Renee   about   sustainability   bill   if   anyone   wants   to   join.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Put   in   slack.  
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CoS   Platt:   Please   put   all   meetings   in   slack.  
 

C. Community   Council  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   No   major   updates   until   meeting   with   Taylor   this   week.   CC   Website   just   redone,   but  
talks   about   redoing   it   again   to   model   off   of   SGA   site.   Thinking   about   changing   bylaws   and   talking   to  
Taylor   about   it.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Go/link   for   CC?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Used   to   be,   but   something   happened   and   it’s   not   there   anymore.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   There   a   way   to   merge   sites   or   create   CC   section   in   SGA   site?  
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   Passed   four   budgets,   bobalinks   $1,000,   Mill   new   money   request   for   hosting   concert  
$3,000.   Representative   where   committee   is   going   towards   this   year.   High   scrutiny   but   recognizing   we’re  
having   a   lot   more   money   than   we’ve   ever   had.   Miscords   less   than   $1,000.   Gave   $51,000   to   Senior  
Committee.  
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Bill   for   Middlebury’s   Divestment   from   Weapon   Manufacturing  
Senator   Finkelstein:   Smith   sent   out   a   google   form   and   there   was   more   pushback   than   I   was   expecting.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Did   you   send   out   google   form   to   your   constituents?  
 
Senator   Smith:   Yes,   just   to   the   four   classes   of   febs.   Lot   of   concern   this   would   detract   from   fossil   fuels  
divestment   movement   and   it   was   too   soon   after   it.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   People   wanted   to   know   more   details   about   where   we’re   investing   and   which  
companies.  
 
Senator   Best:   What   was   turnout   of   google   form?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Probably   only   about   30,   but   actually   pretty   good.   People   who   respond   tend   to   have  
strong   opinions.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   CC   said   it   makes   sense   from   student   members.   If   we   divest,   where   would   we   invest  
instead,   that   question   came   up   and   we   couldn’t   answer   it.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   That’s   Investure’s   job.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Some   people   were   so   so,   no   strong   opinions   any   way   about   it.   
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Senator   Velazquez:   A   lot   of   people   said   whichever   makes   the   most   money.   Some   people   had   polarizing  
opinions   on   gun   violence   issue   when   put   in   the   perspective   of   countering   gun   violence.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Serves   alignment   to   security   cameras   and   campus   security   overall.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Changed   it   to   be   weapon   manufacturing   rather   than   just   guns.   Added   a   bit   about   the  
referendum,   I   feel   more   comfortable   having   a   referendum   first   before   we   pass   this.   Find   out   more  
information   on   what   students   think   and   then   decide.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   You   plan   to   present   this   to   trustees   but   not   to   vote   on?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Maybe   just   to   gather   more   information   and   see   if   it’s   feasible.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Without   knowing   financial   ramifications   it’s   tough   to   debate   this.   
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Is   there   the   same   question   we   can   ask   people.   What   question   did   you   put   in   the   google  
form?  
 
Senator   Smith:   We   didn’t   even   put   questions,   it   was   a   free   response   with   four   bullet   points   and   anything  
people   wanted   to   share.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   A   referendum   is   a   simple   question.  
 
Elisa:   Board   meeting   next   week   on   Friday.   Seems   like   most   information   on   divestment   is   not   in   interest   to  
students,   just   a   breakdown   of   technicalities.   We   have   to   talk   to   the   board   to   relay   our   interest   to   Investure  
to   answer   the   questions   we   have.   
 
Senator   Best:   Do   you   know   timeline,   when   will   they   come   back   and   let   us   know?  
 
Elisa:   No   specific   time   line.   I   can   talk   to   David   who   will   relay   student   concern   to   the   board   and   Investure.  
I   can   ask   how   long   it   took   to   learn   about   Fossil   Fuels   last   year   to   give   us   a   better   estimate.  
 
Senator   Salas:   Will   there   be   updates   to   Middlebury   website   regarding   endowment,   since   the   site   was   last  
updated   October   1st   2018?  
 
Elisa:   Fiscal   year   ends   June   30th.   I   think   last   year   they   published   around   late   October,   so   I   would   expect   a  
similar   date   this   year.   David   told   me   Investure   submitted   their   newest   report   this   Friday   so   numbers  
should   be   in   soon.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   When   do   you   plan   on   hosting   community   forum   after   board   meeting?  
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Elisa:   First   I’ll   submit   a   report   to   you   to   give   to   student   body.   I   have   to   get   up   to   date   about   other  
programming.   I   have   to   talk   to   David   about   the   forums   held   two   years   ago   by   Will   Dowling,   the   liaison   at  
that   time.   Usually   programs   happen   before   meeting   but   I   was   chosen   in   the   fall   rather   than   spring   so   there  
was   some   delay   in   the   process.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Ideally   we’ll   have   a   community   event   for   students   before   Thanksgiving.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Wondering   if   you   could   gather   info   about   where   college   is   invested   in   weapons,  
people   wanted   to   know   which   companies,   gun   manufacturing   versus   US   artillery.  
 
Senator   Best:   Weapons   does   open   the   issue   to   a   lot   more   things.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   If   you   could   find   out   how   a   weapons   divestment   movement   could   work   with   the  
fossil   fuel   divestment,   could   they   happen   all   at   once.   Concern   that   divestment   from   weapons   might  
detract   from   fossil   fuel.  
 
Elisa:   Pointing   specific   company   where   our   money   is   going   in   weapons   in   harder   than   in   fossil   fuels.   We  
can   try   to   research   that   though.   Not   sure   if   they   can   be   interrelated   goals.   Seemed   reserved   about  
divesting   from   ethically   problematic   resources   since   fossil   fuel   divestment   itself   was   a   large   fight.   Was  
afraid   this   would   turn   into   divestment   from   other   ethically   centered   matters.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Super   interesting   situation.   Good   point   about   how   we’re   investing   guns   and   are   working   to  
bring   in   cameras   for   safety.   Also   talking   about   divestment   and   then   wanting   to   build   a   new   student   center  
at   the   same   time.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Better   to   have   it   student   focused   or   should   we   try   to   get   faculty   and   staff   pov   as   well?  
In   light   of   all   the   shootings   in   2018,   wasn’t   just   students   who   died.   Don’t   want   to   reach   out   to   staff   and  
faculty   if   that   makes   your   work   more   complicated.  
 
Elisa:   The   more   opinions   the   better   I   think.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Once   we   get   these   responses   and   we   vote,   if   one   specific   constituency   votes  
heavily   against   then   does   that   senator   have   to   vote   in   that   way?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Sounds   more   intricate   voting   process.   Imagine   you’d   get   student   vote   without  
collecting   constituency.   If   you   get   60%   support   it’s   up   to   us   to   decide   whether   that’s   enough   of   the   student  
body   to   vote   for   it.   We   could   collect   that   info   tho.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Where   did   you   come   up   with   60%?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   That   just   came   up   for   me.   I’d   rather   understand   where   students   are   at.  
 



/

Senator   Velazquez:   Do   you   want   us   to   talk   to   our   constituencies   or   have   SGA   send   something   out?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   SGA.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Reach   out   to   Thomas.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Think   referendum   only   as   strong   as   student   curiosity   about   it.   Keep   asking   about   this  
issue.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Good   idea   to   add   clause   for   threshold   for   participation.   If   referendum   hits   over   70%   of  
student   and   gets   a   certain   percent   approve,   those   are   just   random   numbers.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Love   to   have   a   threshold   as   to   how   many   people   are   voting.   For   this,   the   brunt   is  
on   us.   Voter   turnout   tends   to   be   low.   Logistically   we’d   have   to   be   on   top   of   it   if   we   were   to   do   this.  
 
Elisa:   If   SGA   passes   this   bill,   does   the   board   have   the   obligation   to   do   this?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   SGA   has   no   enforcement   power.   Only   statement.  
 
Senator   Best:   Bill   sounds   like   two   part   process,   referendum   and   the   resolution.   We   just   say   something   and  
hope   the   school   does   it.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Do   you   have   to   have   a   bill   to   do   a   referendum?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   People   would   prefer   to   have   a   bill.   Helps   to   get   it   down   on   paper   so   we   know   what  
we’re   asking.   At   that   point   it’s   asking   the   Membership   Committee   to   organize   the   referendum,   not   really  
to   implement   anything.   Questions   are   already   sent   by   the   time   we   send   it   to   them.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   In   that   case,   it’d   be   great   to   have   bill   today   that   talks   about   referendum   that   we   could  
pass.   
 
Senator   Salas:   Made   a   resolution   last   year   rather   than   a   bill.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   What   do   trustees   have   jurisdiction   over?  
 
Elisa:   Don’t   have   say   over   specific   funds,   but   hold   power   to   decide   strategic   decisions.   Can   demand   them  
to   not   invest   in   certain   things   like   fossil   fuel.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Interesting   idea   to   frame   as   bill   for   referendum.   Won’t   make   changes   right   now.  
Longer   process.   
 
Elisa:   Will   become   more   clear   when   I   talk   to   David   Treasurer.   Can   ask   him   about   divestment   experience.  
Would   suggest   talking   with   constituents   who   were   involved   with   the   fossil   fuel   divestment.   
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V. New   Business  

A. An   Act   to   Increase   Accessibility   for   the   Arts  
Senator   Gosselin:   Didn’t   talk   to   a   committee,   wasn’t   sure   if   it   was   campus   life   or   something   else.   Want  
initial   feedback,   will   run   to   box   office   this   week   to   see   if   we   can   get   discount   for   the   tickets.   Many   offices  
on   campus   that   offer   free   tickets,   but   they   aren’t   always   publicized   well   and   then   you   have   to   go   to   some  
location.   Wanted   to   buy   tickets   using   the   SGA   account   and   putting   up   a   wheel   call   where   people   could  
decide   to   go   the   night   of   and   pick   them   up   on   the   way   to   the   concert.   Don’t   think   it   should   be   too   much  
money.   Less   than   2,000   cap   on   concert   initiative.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Strong   thought   is   I’d   be   bigger   fan   of   working   with   arts   directly   to   make   more  
accessible   system   and   getting   them   to   expand   the   amount   of   free   tickets.   We   could   all   get   free   tickets   and  
the   students   don’t   know,   that’s   a   them   problem   and   not   an   SGA   problem.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Good   point.   Do   want   to   talk   to   arts   director   and   see   if   she’ll   put   them   somewhere   else.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Second   President   Vijayakumar’s   sentiment.   If   in   dance   class   you   get   free   tickets   to   any  
show.   Not   making   bandaid   fix   is   huge.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Reason   I   put   buying   tickets   here   was   not   to   make   it   permanent,   just   to   make   people  
notice   or   see   if   it’s   popular.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Good   idea,   option   should   still   be   there   to   get   them   in   advance   if   you   want   them.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   difference   between   snowbowl   and   this,   there   was   no   institutionalized   equivalent,  
but   the   entire   arts   community   is   here.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   From   treasurer   pov,   not   SGA’s   role.   Our   money   goes   to   student   activities.   If   marketing  
problem,   then   we   need   marketing   fix   and   not   accessibility   fix.   Accessibility   makes   it   a   little   deceptive.  
What   is   the   financial   barrier   that   SGA   has   to   step   in?  
 
Senator   Best:   Ross   Commons   is   advertised   well.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   think   I’ll   withdraw   and   meet   with   arts   director.   Just   wanted   to   share   this   idea.   
 

B. Bill   to   Invest   a   Portion   of   the   SGA   Reserves  
Treasurer   Cho:   [Explains   how   budget   works.]   Don’t   think   it   makes   sense   to   have   all   this   money   doing  
nothing   when   this   is   supposed   to   go   towards   student   life.   So   what   if   we   invest   part   of   it   in   the   endowment  
so   that   it   grows,   but   not   so   much   that   we   can’t   help   out   in   case   an   unexpected   expenditure   happens.   We  
have   a   PHAT   budget   so   I   think   we   can   afford   to   do   this   now.   Once   I   get   authorization   to   pursue   this   idea,  
then   I’d   do   more   research.   Not   yet   sure   if   financially   feasible.  
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Senator   Best:   Since   we’re   relying   on   college   for   credit,   is   there   a   chance   they   can   say   no?   What   were  
scenarios   where   we   helped   the   college   out?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes,   we   would   write   up   memorandum   of   understanding.   Official   enough   they   would   have  
to   do   this.   Other   part   unsure   still   need   to   investigate.  
 
Senator   Smith:   Do   you   think   need   higher   standards   of   background   knowledge   for   future   treasurers   if   they  
were   given   more   power.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   No,   we   won’t   be   making   any   big   decisions.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   What   are   chances   college   will   actually   follow   through   with.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   SGA   money   is   college’s   money,   but   college   respects   that.   Level   of   trust   we   need   with  
administration   that   we’ve   had   for   past   20   years.   Don’t   think   it’s   an   issue.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   In   scenario   where   we’d   need   to   ask   for   that   line   of   credit,   how   would   we   go   about   doing  
that   if   our   reserves   weren’t   phat?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Interest   would   be   collateral.   Every   year   reserves   should   grow   so   we’d   still   have   pretty   big  
buffer   than   we   can   space   cost   out   over   a   couple   years.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Said   money   would   join   endowment,   any   way   to   decide   where   that   goes?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Probably   no   money   would   switch,   they’d   probably   just   say   a   certain   amount   of  
endowment   now   belongs   to   SGA   unless   we   give   to   SIC   which   manages   college   endowment   stock   by  
stock.   Student   Investment   Club.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Do   you   think   SIC   or   RISE   would   be   interested   in   having   this   money?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Think   SIC   would   be   interested   in   having   any   money,   but   don’t   think   it’s   the   safest   place   to  
put   money   since   they   don’t   know   how   to   invest.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   What   would   you   want   to   do   if   college   doesn’t   give   us   line   of   credit?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   At   that   point   I’d   just   scrap   this.   Not   a   lot   of   money,   but   a   little   better   than   what   we’re  
doing   now   which   is   why   I   brought   the   bill,   not   because   it’s   necessary.  
 
Senator   Salas:   Threw   me   off   when   you   said   portion   of   reserves   would   be   invested   since   it’d   be   over   half  
of   it.   Do   you   think   this   approach   to   investing   is   aggressive?   Do   we   have   that   trust?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Broader   debate   senate   needs   which   is   why   I   brought   it   up   here.  
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Looking   for   if   you   have   thoughts   against   this   idea,   if   you   don’t   then   vote   to   have   me   pursue   this  
in   a   more   formal   way.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Thought   how   this   fund   has   historically   helped   the   college   should   be   added   because   it’s  
compelling   and   gives   legitimate   precedent.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Didn’t   put   it   in   because   didn’t   make   sense   if   we’re   asking   for   line   of   credit   when   this  
helps   the   college   out.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Can   we   find   other   examples   of   helping   college?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Weren’t   a   lot   of   big   examples.   
 
Senator   Best:   Does   this   mean   you   can’t   talk   to   Provo   right   now   to   get   information?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Can,   but   trying   to   follow   best   procedure   so   if   we   have   to   do   something   in   the   future,   the  
treasurer   will   come   to   the   SGA   to   hear   student   voices.   I   can’t   put   numbers   down   until   you’ve   discussed.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Want   to   propose   straw   poll.  
 
[Conduct   straw   poll.]  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Can   we   buy   a   share   of   the   fund   for   let’s   say,   $100,000,   or   would   we   have   to   pick  
specific   sectors?   How   would   Investure   handle   it?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Money   might   not   actually   move,   it   might   just   appear   to   move.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   So   we’ll   get   a   check   that   reflects   the   endowment   growth?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Stabilization   technique?   If   something   goes   wrong   with   the   budget   it   will   be   a   bigger   problem  
that’s   not   just   the   SGA’s.   This   is   probably   the   safest   way   to   do   this.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Is   the   idea   to   spend   the   money   made   on   new   student   initiatives   or   deposit   it   back?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Idea   to   leave   it   up   to   the   senate.   Maybe   instead   of   raising   the   student   activities   fee   every  
year,   we   could   slow   or   stop   that   process.  
 
Senator   Salas:   You   seem   to   want   to   invest   100,000   specifically.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Not   sure   on   numbers   yet,   ideal   would   be   50,000   but   it   might   not   be   enough.   
 



/

Senator   Gosselin:   Balance   between   invested   money   and   the   line   of   credit?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes.  
 
Senator   Best:   Want   professional   opinion   from   admin   whether   feasible   or   not.   Don’t   understand   why   we  
can’t   talk   to   them   before   we   vote.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Good   concern,   but   process   happening   in   reverse.   If   admin   doesn’t   think   it’s   great,  
even   if   we   pass   it   then   it   won’t   go   through,   there’s   still   a   check.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Treasurer   Cho   has   been   have   conversations   about   this,   Provost   so   excited   about   it  
that   he   mentioned   it   before   we   told   you   about   it.   If   we   make   more   money   we   get   off   their   backs.   Not   to  
say   people   aren’t   interested   in   pursuing   this.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Great   idea.   Feel   we   should   have   vote   to   authorize   further   conversation   rather   than   just  
completely   support   it.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Change   first   that   clause   to   urge   college   to   explore   investing?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   I’d   be   for   that.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Accept   that.   Doesn’t   have   any   weight   until   SGA   says   okay.   
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
17-0-0   [Voting   proceeds.]  
 
16-0-1   [Senator   Finkelstein   abstains.   Bill   is   passed.]  
 
VI. Adjournment  

Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
17-0-0   [Meeting   ends   4:18   PM.]  


