
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator  
Smith,   Senator   Velazquez,   Senator   Salas,   Proxy   Gosselin,   Senator   Karina,   Senator   Maxie,  
Senator   Gee,   Co-Chair   Lezama,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Brady   Senator   Flores-Clavel   (14)  
 
Members   Absent:    Senator   Lee,   Senator   Lyons,   Brainerd   Senator  
 
II. Acceptance   of   Minutes  

Motion  
 
Seconded  
 
All   in   favor  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
Platt:   Trying   to   meet   with   every   person   in   leadership   position,   cabinet   and   senate,   this   Jterm.  
Tomorrow   there   will   be   a   google   doc   where   you   can   sign   up   for   time   slots   to   make   sure   we’re  
supporting   you   as   best   we   can,   and   reestablishing   our   overarching   goals.   Please   respond.   We   will  
open   both   Sundays   that   we   aren’t   having   these   meetings.   
 
Vijayakumar:   Happy   to   be   here   even   though   it’s   early   here.   Can’t   wait   to   be   back   and   hi   to   all   the  
new   people.  
 

B. Senate  
Salas:   Two   finance   workshops   this   month,   first   one   this   Wednesday   4:30   Axinn   220   Personal  
finance.   This   is   one   of   the   more   useful   workshops   for   every   year.   Will   send   out   dialogue   for   you  
to   market   if   you   could.  

Barber’s   coming   up   next   Sunday,   2   in   total.   25   free   haircuts   to   anyone   who   shows  
demonstrated   need.   There   will   be   a   sign   up   on   golink   and   there   will   be   more   than   25   haircuts.   
 
Sanchez:   Still   working   on   Thanksgiving.   Got   Jenifer   Erwin’s   input   and   she’s   meeting   with  
Professor   Bunt   and   Dean   Girland   and   they’re   going   to   meet   with   Calendar   Committee.   Meeting  
with   Dining   to   see   how   will   dining   hall   be   impacted   and   whether   they’ll   stay   open   if   the   break   is  
changed   to   a   whole   week.   Want   to   include   in   student   body   survey   sent   to   entire   school.  
 
Platt:   Cabinet   committees   would   be   willing   to   help,   Brenna   from   dining   committee   has   a   good  
relationship   with   him   if   you   want   outreach   from   her.   If   anyone   needs   support   from   us,   just   let   us  
know.   How   can   we   help   market?  
 
Salas:   CCI   is   helping   with   finances,   if   there’s   anything   I’ll   let   you   know.   
 
Vijayakumar:   If   meeting   with   staff   or   admin,   please   send   message   in   slack   channel.   If   any   events  
for   Jterm,   send   that   info   to   me.   I’m   trying   to   compile   a   Jterm   activity   list.  
 



Gee:   Trained   12   ambassadors   this   morning.   Mock   visits   in   two   weeks.   Had   4   to   5   ambassadors  
that   could   do   visits   this   past   break.   Found   out   applications   from   Hawaii   have   increased   by   30%.   

Working   on   Free   nicotine   patches   at   Parton.   Figuring   out   where   I   want   to   take   next,   she  
met   with   them   before   break.   Parton   said   this   is   not   really   possible   and   sent   articles   why   it’s   not  
possible.   We’re   going   to   try   and   see   if   we   want   to   continue   that   or   create   awareness.  
 
Maxie:   Someone   emailed   me   about   space   committee   for   college.   
 
Vijayakumar:   Space   committee   works   out   of   Taylor’s   office.   They   get   proposals   from   students,  
committee   reviews   it,   and   look   to   see   if   it’s   possible.  
 
Flores-Clavel:   Some   students   said   Middrides   doesn’t   seem   consistent   right   now….  
 
Vijayakumar:   There   isn’t   enough   drivers.   It’s   a   terrible   job   and   also   severely   underpaid.   
 
Platt:   Cabinet   committee   for   that,   but   mostly   leaning   towards   logistics.   If   you   wanna   work   on  
student   life   aspect   that   could   be   very   worthwhile.   
 

C. Community   Council  
Lezama:   Charged   the   people   to   be   part   of   special   housing   committee,   meeting   Tuesday.   Will  
leave   it   up   to   committee   to   decide   how   they   want   to   function   review.   Review   will   engage  
information   from   different   specialty   housing   to   see   what   is   working   and   what   needs   help   and  
how   we   can   help.   Good   variety   of   people   in   CC.   CA,   Kady   Shae,   head   of   custodial,   pubsafe,   CC  
student,   two   other   students,   me,   and   Professor   Burnham   are   on   the   committee.   Emphasis   will   be  
social   houses.   Kenshin   is   on   the   group   too   but   not   here.   
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Finance:   Men’s   ultimate   requested   14,000   for   annual   budget,   capped   at   7,800.   Came   back   with  
request   for   new   money   and   to   fund   them   we   had   to   come   to   you   guys.   Talked   to   Finance  
Committee   and   supported   the   raising   of   the   cap   to   about   2,000   to   match   the   women’s   team.   They  
have   equal   sized   members,   they   aren’t   willing   to   sacrifice   not   going   to   tournaments,   so   they’re  
asking   members   to   pay   for   their   own   membership   which   just   raised   in   price.   
 
Gee:   How   does   ultimate   compare   to   other   club   sports   budget   wise.   
 
Finance:   They   vary   a   lot   because   of   different   needs,   travel   versus   equipment.   I   think   frisbee  
doesn’t   ask   for   as   much   money   as   the   others.   They   do   strong   fundraising   as   well,   especially   for  
nationals.   
 
Flores-Clavel:   When   was   woman’s   cap   raised?  
 
Finance:   Unsure.   At   the   time   the   caps   were   set,   the   women’s   team   was   larger   than   men’s   and  
there   was   also   difference   in   leadership   trust.  
 
Sanchez:   Has   it   always   been   at   7,800?  



 
Finance:   Cap   is   average   from   the   past   and   then   set,   not   sure   the   last   time   it   was   set.  
 
Motion   to   vote  
 
Seconded  
 
All   in   favor   of   voting,   gosselin   absent  
 
Gosselin   abstain,   not   here,   all   approve  
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Making   Middlebury   more   ADA   Accessible  
Velazquez:   wasn’t   able   to   work   over   break,   during   First   Year   Committee   I   mentioned   it   to   the  
room.   I   will   put   it   in   the   slack   but   it   hasn’t   been   solidified,   I   wanted   to   see   who   would   be  
interested   in   meeting   with   Jody   Litchfield.   We’re   going   to   work   on   ultimate   goals   and   what   we  
want   to   do.   

Working   with   Jackson   from   cabinet   on   creating   workshops.   There   are   many   opportunities  
available,   but   you   need   the   confidence   to   do   that.   We   want   to   try   and   help   people   see   themselves  
in   these   positions   of   power.   We’re   trying   to   figure   out   where   we   want   to   gauge,   but   we’re   going  
to   try   and   establish   workshops   with   the   CCI.  
 
Flores-Clavel:   Reach   out   to   Women   of   Color.   Interested   in   working   with   you   on   ADA.  
 

V. New   Business  
A. SGA   Constitution   and   Bylaws  

1. SGA   Constitution   Draft  
Finkelstein:   By   end   of   Jterm,   need   to   resolve   how   many   senate   positions   we   want   filled   in   the  
Spring.  
 
Platt:   Thinking   about   what   we   need   to   fix   immediately   and   then   there   is   more   flexibility   on   the  
larger   overarching   issues.   Doesn’t   make   sense   to   rush   through   the   bigger   fixes   when   we   can   go  
through   them   in   more   detail   in   the   spring.   Want   to   give   people   a   chance   to   talk   about   what   they  
put   into   this   document   and   what   they   think   is   concrete   enough   to   work   into   the   Jterm   fix.   I   would  
like   the   switch   the   name   from   senator   to   representative.   
 
Vijayakumar:   We   won’t   start   discussing   this   near   the   end   of   the   spring,   glad   it’s   happening   now.  
Want   to   make   sure   these   are   reachable   goals,   if   they   aren’t   then   we   set   up   the   future   senate   for  
being   way   behind.   We   have   to   keep   the   next   generation   in   the   loop.  
 
Finkelstein:   Things   I   saw   a   focus   on   were   Senator   position   number,   Changing   senators   to   reps,  
clarifying   term   requirements.  
 
Salas:   Whatever   changes   we   make   now,   will   we   vote   in   spring?  
 



Vijayakumar:   I   think   we’re   going   to   figure   out   how   many   senators   we’re   going   to   have,   that’s  
going   to   happen   this   month.   Should   take   time   to   discuss   all   the   other   items.   I   don’t   want   anyone  
to   feel   like   we   have   to   go   through   everything   this   one   month.   
 
Flores-Clavel:   Considered   adding   not   including   new   voting   members,   but   including   president   of  
ISO   and   MCAB   at   the   table.   Sophomore   internationals   made   clear   that   they   didn’t   feel   SGA   had  
internationals   in   mind,   just   to   have   them   in   the   room   to   speak   even   if   they   can’t   vote.  
 
Finkelstein:   Good   idea,   but   afraid   of   requiring.  
 
Flores-Clavel:   Exactly,   so   see   if   they   think   it’s   feasible.  
 
Vijayakumar:   Had   this   discussion   with   MCAB   and   they   said   they   shouldn’t   feel   required   to   be  
apart   of   SGA   unless   they   wanted   to.   Campus   Life   Committee   should   try   to   make   sure   they’re   not  
stepping   on   MCAB   toes.   Something   with   Exchange   Students,   I   feel   there   are   more   productive  
ways   for   their   needs   to   be   met   other   than   by   sitting   on   a   senate   meetings.   Committees   could   take  
initiative   to   send   information   and   see   where   we   can   collaborate   with   them,   all   senate   meetings  
are   technically   open.   No   one   should   feel   they   require   invitation.  
 
Platt:   Good   idea.   Don’t   know   if   adding   them   to   the   table   would   be   the   easiest   way   to   do   that,  
think   it’s   important   aspect   of   how   to   ensure   people   are   being   reached   out   to.  
 
Flores-Clavel:   I   get   the   through   process,   but   also   something   to   be   said   about   we’re   losing   the  
common   senators,   I’d   like   to   have   a   seat   at   the   table.   I   guess   people   might   have   a   difference   in  
seeing   someone   from   the   same   constituency   directly   representing   them   rather   than   having  
someone   not   in   the   same   situation   try   to   understand   them.  
 
Lezama:   Like   what   Viji   said.   Important   that   internationals   have   concerns   heard,   goes   for   all  
senators.   Sounds   more   like   a   committee   thing.   Not   sure   if   it’s   something   we   can   do,   but   idea   of  
international   student   committee?   
 
Vijayakumar:   Lee   is   international   student,   had   a   conversation   about   end   of   spring   about   this  
topic.   Lee   has   been   pretty   involved   with   SGA   and   international   students   and   how   he’s   kind   of  
bummed   that   he’s   the   only   international   student   on   the   body.   Committee   seems   like   a   good   idea,  
we   could   have   ad   hoc.   Would   push   to   expand   that   to   other   groups   on   campus.   Every   community  
on   campus   should   have   seat   at   the   table,   but   it’s   not   feasible,   it’s   our   job   to   be   better  
representatives.   How   to   make   it   so   people   feel   comfortable   feeling   comfortable   coming   into   a  
senate   meeting   and   speak   their   mind?   So   many   pockets   on   campus   that   feel   the   same   way.  
 
Maxie:   Executive   of   SGA   having   more   people   included   on   the   board?   
 
Flores-Clavel:   I   was   talking   about   seats.  
 
Finkelstein:   Great   place   where   senate   can   grow.   
 



Gee:   What   exactly   are   we   talking   about?   Is   there   a   specific   thing?   
 
Finkelstein:   First   priority   is   number   of   senators,   can   also   look   at   other   issues   during   Jterm   if   we  
have   time.   

Think   2   options.   Add   common   senators   as   class   senators   to   keep   the   same   sized   body,   we  
could   also   have   a   smaller   senate.   
 
Platt:   Also   idea   that   smaller   senate   could   make   position   more   competitive   as   well.   Also   add   to  
credibility   and   maybe   add   to   better   voter   turnout.  
 
Lezama:   We’re   deciding   today?  
 
Finkelstein:   We   can   formally   decide   next   meeting.   
 
Lezama:   Idea   of   smaller   senate   is   daunting   because   it   might   become   thing   where   just   a   couple  
kids   are   making   less   informed   decisions.   The   ideas   now   are   fruitful   because   of   the   range   of  
thought   in   the   room,   we   could   make   it   more   efficient.   Three   class   senators   seems   more  
favourable.   I   think   we   run   well   now.   
 
Connor:   Agree,   except   a   lot   of   the   time   people   get   cut   off   and   that’s   frustrating.   Diversity   isn’t  
always   represented   because   of   time   constraints.   Not   sure   if   it   makes   sense   to   keep   the   same  
amount   of   positions   when   people   aren’t   running   for   positions   right   now.   Not   sure   if   what   you’re  
looking   for   would   be   created   with   what   we   have   now.  
 
Sanchez:   Agree   with   Connor.   Don’t   think   adding   is   a   good   idea.   We   go   to   a   really   small   school.  
We   had   common   senators   only   because   we   had   the   common   systems,   but   that’s   gone.   I   think   we  
should   also   move   on.   I   prefer   adding   senator   by   cluster   to   even   adding   extra   class   senator.  
 
Vijayakumar:   If   we   officially   voted   next   meeting,   would   that   be   enough   time   to   issue   a  
referendum   or   should   we   have   a   special   session?  
 
Thomas:   Best   thing   to   do   would   be   have   referendum   the   first   week   of   spring   term.   
 
Smith:   Think   we   should   dissolve   common   senator   position.   Smaller   amount   of   representatives,  
the   more   serious   it   needs   to   be   taken.   If   you   slack   off   it   becomes   more   obvious.   
 
Salas:   Have   been   pushing   collaboration   with   cabinet.   It’s   not   just   us   making   decisions.  
Embarrassing   to   send   out   special   elections,   begging   people   to   join   the   SGA.   In   favor   of   not  
adding   extra   position.  
 
Gee:   In   favor   of   not   adding   and   not   adding   anything   related   to   clusters.   Reslife   centric   should   be  
something   director   of   campus   life   should   be   doing.   Could   expand   the   room   if   sometimes   there  
was   a   joint   meeting   with   cabinet   and   senate   together.   
 



Proxy   Brady:   Agree   common   senators   fill   different   role   of   representation.   Even   though   commons  
disappears,   it   doesn’t   mean   that   how   we   live   together,   what   common   senators   represent,   change.  
Then   it   all   falls   on   class   senators.   There   were   some   positions   that   were   contested.   Maybe   if   it  
turns   out   people   just   stop   running,   then   look   again   and   change   it.   
 
Platt:   Legit   arguments   for   both   sides.   Looking   at   this   more   how   senators   can   be   more  
representative   rather   than   how   it   operates.   [Reiterates   both   sides]  
 
Lezama:   Changed   my   opinion.   Those   are   excellent   points   and   Gee’s   comment   really   stuck   out  
about   a   joint   meeting   with   cabinet   every   now   and   then.   
 
Gee:   Adding   on,   representing   our   constituencies   has   been   emphasized.   To   be   more  
representative,   joint   meetings   could   also   help.   
 
Finkelstein:   Would   be   awesome   to   have   as   part   of   spring   changes.  
 
Velazquez:   Thinking   about   how   bringing   more   people   doesn’t   bring   more   thoughts.   Leaning  
towards   shrinking   senate,   but   worried   about   how   it   creates   prestigious   role.   Seems   SGA   has  
elitist   reputation,   this   might   contribute   to   that.   To   combat   that,   after   someone   is   elected,   we  
should   have   training   sessions   on   how   to   represent   our   constituencies   and   see   what   others   have  
done   in   the   past.   Maybe   people   just   don’t   know   what   to   do,   and   it’s   not   that   they’re   lazy.   Having  
people   like   Amanda   would   also   help.  
 
Connor:   Recognize   that   Proxy   Brady’s   concern   was   solid.   There   are   many   people   to   represent  
and   I   don’t   think   that   it’s   a   reason   to   look   for   new   senators.   There   are   some   issues   that   don’t  
really   need   to   be   tackled   by   SGA,   like   ResLife.   I   don’t   think   that’s   something   that   should   be  
added   on   to   your   responsibilities.   
 
Flores-Clavel:   All   of   commons   senators   are   sophomores,   and   most   have   not   been   working   on   the  
things   I   have   been   doing   as   sophomore   senator.   I   think   we   should   stay   the   same.   In   off   chance  
that   each   common   senator   was   different   year,   it   doesn’t   matter   that   class   senators   all   happen   to   be  
sophomores.   Senate   won’t   become   bigger.   Idea   of   3   class   senators   opens   up   another   person   to  
work   on   other   projects.   Easier   so   then   we   can   also   swap   off   who   can   go   to   class   meetings  
because   we   can’t   always   make   it,   and   it   makes   it   feel   like   a   team.   There   are   identities   that   won’t  
be   represented   all   the   time.   Can’t   get   behind   idea   of   making   smaller,   I   understand   the   points,   and  
it   still   works   the   way   it   is   now,   don’t   think   making   smaller   will   help   in   long   run.  
 
Best:   Doesn’t   seem   special   difference   between   class   and   common   senators   on   their   responsibility  
distinction.   Most   senators   got   their   positions   because   they   were   uncontested.   Maybe   we   can   take  
off   some   of   the   burden,   but   if   we’re   being   begged   to   run,   I’m   not   sure   how   that   seems   legitimate.  
Government   needs   legitimacy   first.  
 
Maxie:   Can   we   add   what   the   positions   are   and   the   number   in   the   bylaws.   Say   not   to   exceed   a  
certain   amount   or   something?   This   way,   if   we   decide   it   doesn’t   work,   it   won’t   need   to   go   to   an   all  
student   vote   but   still   go   back   and   fix   it.   



 
Finkelstein:   Important   enough   to   want   in   constitution,   but   interesting   suggestion.  
 
[Straw   poll.]  
 
Finkelstein:   Come   back   prepared   to   vote   on   this.  
 

2. SGA   Bylaws   Draft  
 

B. Amanda   Reinhardt   Presentation   
Replacing   Doug   Adams   as   SGA   supervisor.   My   office   is   in   McCullough   across   from   the   ATM   in  
the   lobby.   In   encourage   all   of   you   to   come   and   introduce   yourselves.   Come   by   if   you   have  
thoughts   or   questions   and   I’m   looking   forward   to   working   with   and   supporting   you.  
 
Platt:   Would   urge   everyone   to   take   her   up   on   her   generous   offer,   she   has   a   lot   of   knowledge   to  
share.  
 
Velazquez:   Do   you   have   office   hours?  
 
Amanda:   Usually   in   office   from   9   to   5   from   Monday   to   Friday,   I   have   a   pretty   open   door   policy.  
Just   email   me   when   works   for   you   and   I   can   arrange   my   schedule   to   try   and   meet   that.  
 
VI. Set   the   Campus   Pulse  
Platt:   Here   we   go   out   to   the   constituency   and   see   how   campus   is   feeling   about   particular   issues.  
First   semester   grades   annulled   for   students   is   being   considered   right   now.   Please   ask   around.  
This   is   just   going   forward.   
 

VII. Adjournment  
Motion   to   adjourn  
 
Seconded  
 
All   in   favor   [Meeting   ends   at   8:25   PM.]  


