
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    Senator   Salas,   Senator   Gosselin,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator   Gee,  
Senator   Velazquez,   Senator   Sanchez,   Proxy   Best,   Senator   Katrina,   Senator   Brady,   Senator  
Maxie,   Senator   Smith,   Co-Chair   Lezama,   President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Finkelstein   (14)  
 
Members   Absent:    Brainerd   Senator,   Senator   Lee,   Senator   Lyons  
 
II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   1/12/20  

Motion  
 
Seconded  
 
12-0-2   [Senator   Brady   and   proxy   Best   abstain.]  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   No   announcements.  
 

B. Senate   --   Campus   Pulse  
Senator   Sanchez:   First   Year   party   on   Friday   at   Tavern,   went   well.   Thanks   to   Viji,   helped   us   find   a  
party   host   last   minute.   It   wasn’t   until   I   offered   25   per   hour   that   people   stepped   up   immediately   to  
host.   There   was   catering   and   the   party   started   around   11   and   went   til   2.   There   were   no  
complaints   or   citations   and   it   was   a   success.   

About   Thanksgiving,   I   spoke   to   some   senators   and   recommended   a   petition   rather   than   a  
survey   to   get   better   turnout.   Totally   agree   with   that.   Passed   out   sheets   of   petition   paper   to   the  
First   Year   Committee   today,   goal   is   1,000   signatures.   If   you   want   to   help   out   and   ask   with   a  
sheet,   that   would   be   great.   Each   sheet   has   58   signature   spots,   take   as   many   as   you   want.  
 
Senator   Salas:   First   barbershop   last   Sunday   and   went   well.   Barbers   and   students   were   happy.  
Second   date   is   set   up   for   next   month.  

Financial   Literacy   workshop   was   this   last   week   with   great   turnout.   Jackson   and   I   will   be  
working   with   CCI   to   come   up   with   more   workshops   for   next   semester.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Working   with   Jackson   and   WOC   to   put   on   workshops   for   leadership.  
Brainstorming   different   topics   and   decided   leadership   and   bringing   in   alumni   that   he   has  
connections   to.   Alicia   Gomez   also   expressed   interest.   We’ll   set   up   workshops   around   Women  
month.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Sent   out   form   for   constituents   if   they   had   concerns.   Moving   office   hours  
to   be   on   rotation   in   the   sophomore   halls.   We’ll   split   up   and   rotate   through   different   buildings   and  
might   get   food.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Thank   everyone   who   talked   to   us   about   what   we   want   to   try   and   work   through   in   the  
spring.   
 



Senator   Sanchez:   Want   to   speak   with   Dining   and   see   if   we   can   add   more   coffee   flavors   in   the  
dining   halls.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Dining   is   super   accessive,   definitely   give   it   a   shot.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Please   CC   me.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   That’d   slap.  
 

C. Community   Council  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Talk   about   it   later,   but   one   unrelated   thing:   Second   meeting   for   specialty  
housing   review.   We   decided   to   do   logistical   part   to   make   sure   they   aren’t   hazing   first   because   it  
shouldn’t   be   difficult.   The   last   one   done   was   in   2013   or   2016.   In   addition,   we’re   going   to   provide  
recommendations   that   isn’t   connected   to   filling   beds.   That   will   be   longer   and   might   not   be  
something   we   finish   by   the   end   of   this   semester.   We’re   also   going   to   talk   to   leadership   and   see  
what   they   need.   
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Nothing.  
 

E. Public   Comment   Time  
 
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Resolution   in   Support   of   the   History   of   the   College  
Senator   Gosselin:   This   is   the   book   bill   I’ve   been   working   on   for   a   while.   The   new   incoming   class  
will   get   a   copy   of   the   book   containing   the   college’s   history.   This   bill   would   recommend   that   this  
is   continued   where   we   would   add   new   books   each   year   for   tables   in   commons   spaces.   I’ve   heard  
there   are   a   lot   of   these   books   lying   around,   so   I   think   we   can   afford   it.   This   would   just   say   that  
SGA   thinks   putting   these   books   in   the   buildings   is   a   good   idea.  
 
Senator   Smith:   Do   you   know   how   many   copies   they   have?   If   there   isn’t   enough   for   every   student  
or   every   room,   maybe   have   one   in   every   freshman   dorm   instead?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   don’t   know   exact   numbers,   but   I’m   guessing   the   program   would   be   phased  
in.   Cost   per   year   would   be   negligible   and   be   covered   by   Dean   of   Students.  
 
CoS   Platt:   So   the   books   are   left   in   those   rooms?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Correct.  

Would   work   in   the   same   way   the   desk   or   the   chair   would.   If   it’s   broken   then   the   student  
would   have   to   pay   for   it.   Then   the   student   living   in   the   room   would   have   to   pay   for   that   book.  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   Would   there   be   a   recommended   table   for   this   book   to   go   on?  
 



Senator   Finkelstein:   Is   the   goal   to   vote   tonight?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Maybe   more   in   the   spring.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Yes,   I   feel   we   need   more   details   about   the   money.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   don’t   think   it   will   cost   a   lot   because   we   won’t   be   replacing   it   every   year.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Yeah,   tell   us   before   we   vote.   
 
Tabled.  
 

B. SGA   Constitution   and   Bylaws  
1. Structure   of   SGA   for   Spring   Referendum  

Senator   Finkelstein:   I   want   two   to   three   comments   from   each   side   to   refresh   our   memory   of   last  
meeting,   and   then   we   vote.   We’re   trying   to   decide   whether   we   want   same   senate,   or   smaller  
senate.   This   means   adding   a   class   senator,   or   sticking   with   what   we   have   now   minus   the  
commons.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   support   smaller   because   it   might   be   more   efficient   if   people   know   who   they’re  
working   with   and   accountability.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Leaning   towards   same   size   since   we   currently   have   17   people   and   unless   we   can  
all   agree   that   it   would   be   better   to   downsize,   I   don’t   agree   with   the   automatic   downsize.   It’s  
taking   this   amount   of   people   to   have   this   discussion,   which   might   show   this   number   is   positive.  
 
CoS   Connor:   Have   similar   conversations   that   get   cut   short   and   people   can’t   express   themselves  
fully.   Opinion   diversity   won’t   be   represented.   There   is   a   lot   of   pressure   on   representation   when  
certain   aspects   that   we   want   can   be   found   in   different   structures   on   campus   and   communication  
with   them.   We   should   just   look   to   other   structures   to   help   fill   in   the   gaps   that   might   be   brought   in  
by   a   smaller   senate.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Originally   I   didn’t   care,   quality   over   quantity.   Had   a   lot   of   conversation   about  
this,   and   a   lot   of   people   that   I   talked   to   want   the   same   size   senate.   I’m   not   sure   how   I’ll   go.  
Passionate   about   having   senate   and   cabinet   meetings   being   held   together.   Image   of   SGA   changes  
how   people   look   at   us.   Might   be   logistical   things   but   I   think   we   can   figure   it   out.   It   will   propel   us  
forward   so   we   know   what   cabinet   is   doing.   Wouldn’t   be   best   look   to   go   smaller   and   then   not  
combine   with   cabinet.   A   sad   cabinet   was   that   people   saw   as   a   bunch   of   elitists   that   sit   in   a   room  
and   that’s   just   not   true.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Snaps   in   approval.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Logistics   of   having   them   together,   I   see   it   more   possible   with   a   smaller  
senate.  
 



Co-Chair   Lezama:   I   agree   with   that   too.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Still   think   we   should   keep   the   same   size.   Like   the   idea   of   a   combined  
body   every   now   and   then.   If   every   senate   member   was   interested   in   one   thing   the   committee  
members   are   doing,   that’d   be   great.   But   with   a   smaller   senate,   then   there   won’t   be   enough  
senators   that   are   truly   interested   in   each   of   those   committees.   One   person   alone   can’t   carry  
everything,   we   shouldn’t   have   to   treat   this   like   a   real   job   with   added   pressure   because   we   are   also  
students.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   hear   you.   The   smaller   senate   as   being   more   prestigious   thing…   we   don’t  
want   to   seem   more   elitist.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   I   hear   the   elitist   thing,   but   I   think   that   has   to   do   more   with   senators   not  
going   out   into   their   constituents   rather   than   the   size   of   the   senate.   I   don’t   think   a   smaller   senate  
would   prevent   someone   who   is   truly   passionate   about   the   changes   they   want   to   see   made   from  
making   changes.   Cabinet   selection   happens   after   the   senate   is   decided.   A   lot   of   our   roles   are  
uncontested.   This   means   people   are   being   more   selected   on   who   decided   to   run   rather   than   what  
their   platform   is.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   If   we   go   with   small   senate,   there’s   10   of   us.   How   does   voting   work?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   There’s   11   including   the   president.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   US   senate   has   100   people   and   work   it   out…  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   The   difference   doesn’t   seem   significant.   Difference   of   6   votes,   not   that   much.  
More   important   is   that   the   two   bodies   should   be   meeting   together.   I   want   to   vote   on   meeting  
together   and   body   size   together,   not   just   the   size   alone.   
 
Senator   Finkel:   I   think   it’s   a   great   idea   that   can   happen.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   I   think   it’s   Viji’s   decision.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Agree   we   need   more   cabinet   interaction   with   senate.   There   are   also   a   lot   of   successful  
senators   who   have   interacted   with   cabinet.   There   could   be   different   ways   to   facilitate,   don’t   think  
it   needs   to   be   in   the   same   meeting   every   week.   Don’t   think   it   has   to   do   as   much   with   this  
conversation   as   we   seem   to   think.   The   question   is:   are   senators   doing   what   they’re   supposed   to  
do?   To   do   that,   we   need   legitimacy,   and   do   we   have   that?   Looking   at   the   current   turnout   of  
elections,   it’s   hard   to   say   that   we   want   the   status   quo   to   remain.   We   are   talking   about   is  
combatting   the   apathetic   attitude   of   the   constituency   that   results   from   our   lack   of   perceived  
power.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   We   vote   on   this   and   it   goes   into   effect   next   academic   year.  
 



Senator   Maxie:   Some   positions   haven’t   been   uncontested.   I   don’t   want   it   to   be   an   issue   that   all  
our   positions   are   uncontested   and   people   don’t   care,   I   don’t   think   shrinking   the   body   will   make  
people   care.   I   don’t   think   having   a   smaller   body   will   make   people   think   that   we’re   trying   to   be  
more   representative.   I’ve   received   emails   saying   we’re   irrational   and   power   hungry,   I   don’t   think  
less   people   will   make   us   seem   less   like   that.   Majority   of   the   senate   is   underclassmen.   Don’t   think  
it’s   fair   to   chalk   it   all   up   to   the   fact   that   no   one   cares   enough   to   run.   I   ran   in   two   separate  
elections,   one   was   heavily   contested   and   one   was   not.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Are   we   ready   to   vote?   Hands   please.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Are   we   going   with   majority?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Yes.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   In   addition   to   Maxie,   first   year   and   sophomores   tend   to   be   most   energetic.  
Juniors   go   abroad,   it   makes   sense   that   the   older   you   get   the   less   you   seem   to   care.   The   commons  
position   is   much   different   from   the   class   senators.   If   there   were   3   sophomore   senator   positions,   it  
still   would   have   been   heavily   contested.   If   Wonnacot   meant   something   different   than   sophomore  
senator,   it’s   because   it’s   perceived   differently   from   the   class   senator.   
 
CoS   Connor:   We’re   watching   it   happen   where   a   bunch   of   people   got   cut   off.   Doesn’t   make   sense  
to   have   this   many   voices   if   we   won’t   hear   from   them.   Representation   doesn’t   matter   if   we   don’t  
hear   the   representation.   

I   understand   FC,   but   Junior   senator   went   uncontested.   Not   everyone   in   the   class   goes  
abroad.   It   should   have   some   appeal.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   This   year’s   senate   is   underclassman   heavy,   but   cabinet   is   the   complete  
opposite.   That’s   not   the   issue.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   It’s   our   power   to   affect   how   we   are   seen   by   the   students.   If   we   do   optics,   lets  
switch   it.  
 
Motion   to   vote  
 
Second  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   This   is   voting   on   how   we   word   the   referendum   in   the   spring   asking  
about   whether   we   shrink   the   size   of   senate   or   not.   
 
Small   senate:   9  
Same   senate:   4  
Abstain:   Gosselin  
 
Smaller   senate   wins.  
 



President   Vijayakumar:   Platt,   can   you   let   Thomas   know?  
 

2. “Senators”   to   “Representatives”  
Senator   Finkel:   Don’t   think   we   should   vote,   but   want   to   keep   people   aware.  
 
People   want   to   vote.  
 
Motion  
 
Seconded  
 
Senators:   4  
Representatives:   10  
Abstain:   0  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Had   idea   to   introduce   a   sunset   clause   in   the   constitution,   whenever   a   new  
school   president   comes   in   we   have   to   reconsider   our   constitution.   Different   presidents   have  
different   ideas   of   what   the   SGA   should   do,   it’d   be   easier   to   transition   if   we   looked   at   constitution  
again.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Can   we   vote   about   combining   senate   and   cabinet?  
 
Senator   Salas:   I   think   that’s   the   next   president’s   decision.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Heard   that   from   everyone   we   talked   to.   Logistical   challenges,   but   at   least   one  
combined   meeting   per   month   will   happen   next   year.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   We’ll   experiment   a   little   and   figure   some   stuff   out   in   spring.   
 

V. New   Business  
A. Discussion:   SGA   and   Charles   Murray   Event,   Schedules   for   March   

Senator   Finkelstein:   Viji   suggested   letting   people   going   around   and   saying   their   thoughts.  
 
Senator   Smith:   Considering   our   school   has   this   situation   a   lot,   it   would   have   been   nice   if   SGA  
had   a   heads   up   so   then   we   could   have   had   a   statement   to   say   about   this   before   it   was   released   to  
the   student   body.   It’s   hard   for   us   to   talk   about   it   without   talking   for   SGA.   For   situations   like   this,  
if   we   could   have   a   confidential   heads   up.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   know   there   is   a   speaker   committee,   maybe   there   should   be   a   senator   on   their   for  
the   same   purpose   of   having   a   heads   up.   Talking   about   the   faculty   one.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   The   vetting   committee?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Yes.  
 



President   Vijayakumar:   That   was   on   13   proposals   but   it   won’t   be   happening   any   time   soon.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Why   not?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Long   conversation,   can   talk   on   later.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Lot   of   conversations   about   Charles   Murray   since   the   email.   Want   us   to   keep   in  
mind   that   the   next   two   months   can’t   just   be   about   him,   but   we   are   also   doing   great   things.  
Charles   Murray   doesn’t   rule   the   school   or   SGA,   we   need   to   keep   functioning   regularly.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Executive   session.  
 
Seconded.  
 
All   in   favor.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Thank   you   for   having   that   conversation.  
 
VI. Set   the   Campus   Pulse  
Senator   Finkelstein:   It   would   be   great   for   everyone   to   talk   about   the   referendum   that   will   go   out  
in   early   spring,   make   sure   people   know   about   it   so   that   they   can   vote.   The   Charles   Murray   event  
is   already   circulating   so…  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Everything   in   Executive   Session   stays   in   here,   it   wasn’t   recorded   so   it  
doesn’t   leave   this   room.   If   you   talk   about   it,   I   will   know.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   This   is   my   last   meeting   before   I   go   abroad.   There   will   be   a   new   speaker   next  
meeting.   Any   questions,   please   let   me   know.   
 

VII. Adjournment  
Motion   to   adjourn  
 
Seconded  
 
14-0-0   [Meeting   ends   at   8:27   PM.]  
 
Bye   y’all,   hope   the   tea   ain’t   too   much.   If   it   is,   I’ll   be   in   Japan   and   love   tea   😏   



 
 


