
(I   do   include   some   abbreviations.   The   one   I   don’t   specify   is   CoS   which   is   just   Chief   of   Staff.  
Please   talk   loudly   when   you   speak   during   meetings,   especially   if   you   have   a   low   voice   and   sit   far  
away   from   me.   If   I   can’t   hear   you   during   the   meeting   or   in   the   recording,   then   I   can’t   write   what  
you   said.   I   do   shorten   some   things   so   I   don’t   murder   anyone   with   boredom.   Any  
questions/concerns   let   me   know!)  

I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Gosselin,  
Senator   Lee,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator  
Smith,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Maxie,   Co-Chair   Lezama   (13)  
 
Members   Absent:    No   members   absent.  
 
II. Acceptance   of   the   Minutes   from   9/08/19  

Motion.  
 
Seconded.  
 
12-0-0   [The   minutes   are   passed.]  
 
III. Announcements  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Student   Activities   is   all   there   because   of   SGA.   Thanks   to   Kenshin   for  
funding   all   the   organizations,   and   thanks   to   the   committee   members   for   all   the   work   put   in.   If  
you   want   to   meet   with   the   library   architect   on   Thursday,   please   RSVP   as   soon   as   possible.  

Please   RSVP   if   you   are   interested   in   attending   the   lunch   with   President   Patton.   Some  
people   aren’t   responding   to   me   in   Slack,   don’t   try   to   play   me.   Turn   on   your   notifications.   Those  
on   SLSEA,   I   need   names   by   tonight   so   the   rest   of   senate   has   it   on   radar   for   next   week.  

Committee   applications   close   this   Thursday.   We   have   17   applications   for   10   committees.  
If   we   want   to   be   productive   we   need   strong   committees   with   lots   of   people   on   them.   Spread   the  
word   to   friends.   Senate   campaigns   are   underway.   Voting   is   from   Monday   12   noon   to   Tuesday   at  
noon.   Encourage   people   to   vote!  
 
[Senator   Best   arrives.]  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Are   we   actively   promoting   applying   to   committees   or   has   nothing   gone   out?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Email   was   sent   out,   but   we’re   going   to   send   out   reminder.   Go/sga.   
 
Senator   Best:   Did   I   miss   attendance?    (Yes   but   I   got   you   down   because   I’m   cool   like   that.)  



 
President   Vijayakumar:   You’re   fine.   15+   minutes   late   is   counted   as   an   absence.  
 

B. Senate   Updates  
Senator   Best:   Went   to   workshop   about   inclusive   free   speech   which   was   interesting   with   an   Editor  
of   the   Local   Noodle.   Everything   was   interesting.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   I   changed   a   few   emails   about…    (Needs   to   speak   louder)  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Another   part   of   that   problem   is   trying   to   open   up   resources   to   all   athletes.  
Club   sports   would   be   a   great   start,   then   spreading   to   a   whole   range.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Been   talking   to   Academic   Affairs   about   textbooks.    (Needs   to   speak   louder.)  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   In   the   future   we’re   going   to   go   around   in   a   circle   for   senate   updates.   
 
Senator   Salas:   Met   with   Madison   about   potential   financial   literacy   workshops.   We   evaluated   last  
year’s   and   are   seeing   which   had   more   attendance.  
 

C. Community   Council  
C0-Chair   Lezama:   Baishakhi   and   I   moved   the   meeting   to   September   30th   instead   of   tomorrow,  
so   that   it   falls   after   the   SLG   decision   about   housing.   It   will   be   in   Axinn   104   at   4:30.  
 
IV. Finance   Committee  

A. Club   Sports  
Finance:   According   to   guidelines   if   they   want   a   cap   expenditure   they   have   to   give   a   presentation  
to   the   senate,   that’s   what   Ceramics   is   doing.   Club   sports   are   capped,   but   Quidditch   wants   more  
money   than   their   cap   which   is   why   they’re   here.  
 
Quidditch:   [Intro]   Joined   US   Quidditch   program   which   costs   more   money.   Have   fundraised,   but  
we   need   more   than   that.   This   is   the   last   year   that   this   should   happen   where   we   have   to   come   in  
and   ask   for   more   money.   [Explain   changes.]   We   just   want   permission   to   exceed   the   cap.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   How   many   tournaments   do   you   have   to   play   to   be   eligible?  
 
Quidditch:   4   I   believe,   but   we   also   have   unofficial   tournaments   to   get   people   who   are   less   certain  
to   join.   Comes   around   to   7   a   year.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Where   does   travel   money   come   from?  



 
Quidditch:   Gas   money   is   covered   by   the   budget.   Lodging   is   individually   paid   but   mostly   through  
fundraising.  
 
Finance:   They   have   more   detailed   tabs   on   breakdowns   of   their   tourney   costs.  
 
Senator   Lee:   Were   there   a   lot   of   new   signups   this   year?  
 
Quidditch:   We   got   a   lot   of   email   signups,   but   we   aren’t   sure   exactly   how   many   will   come.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Top   expenditure?  
 
Quidditch:   Joining   US   Quidditch   is   quite   expensive.  
 
Senator   Smith:   If   we   increased   the   budget,   would   it   increase   the   accessibility   of   the   team?  
 
Quidditch:   We   like   to   present   this   as   not   coming   from   your   personal   budget.    (Probably   yes.)  
 
Finance:   Ballpark   estimate   of   how   much   you   fundraise?  
 
Quidditch:   We   raised   $7,000   for   nationals.   We   do   a   lot   of   merch   selling   at   The   Middlebury  
Classic   which   is   a   couple   thousand.  
 
Finance:   The   committee   voted   unanimously   to   pass   each   of   the   proposed   increases.  
 
Senator   Best:   When   they   ask   for   money,   I’m   curious   how   much   we   have   total.   Can   we   see   that?  
 
Finance:   [Give   numbers]  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   What   is   Quidditch   asking   for?  
 
Finance:   If   you   take   out   straggler   year   then   it   would   be   around   what   they’re   asking   for.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   [Explains   club   sports   funding   and   how   it   works.]     (There   are   some   great   past  
minutes   that   document   all   of   this.)  
 
Senator   Lee:   Asking   less   money   than   they   asked   for   last   year,   right?  
 



Finance:   Yes,   and   that’s   very   rare   and   shows   they’re   keeping   track   of   their   expenses   and  
fundraising.  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Voting   proceeds.]  
 
13-0-0   [Quidditch   cap   is   raised.]  
 

B. Capital   Expenditures  
Ceramics:   [Intro]   Need   a   Pug-Mill   (equipment   involved   in   sculpting).   Broken   Pug-Mill   results   in  
extreme   loss   of   clay   that   could   otherwise   be   recycled   and   reused.   Had   to   spend   $1,000   for   more  
clay   last   year.   Found   one   around   $6,099   plus   shipping.   [Explain   technicalities   of   specific  
machine.]  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   How   long   will   Pugger   last   until   you   have   to   change   again?  
 
Ceramics:   Probably   over   10   years.   go/playwithclay   to   check   us   out.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Was   there   a   specialist   you   could   hire   to   take   a   look   at   least   year’s   Pugger   and  
diagnose   it?  
 
Ceramics:   There   was   faculty   member   helping   us   and   she   helped   us   fix   the   kiln   last   year.   She  
looked   at   it   and   didn’t   know   what   to   say.   There’s   no   one   else   on   this   campus   who   knows   how   to  
fix   it   since   it’s   so   niche.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   Size   of   pugger   you’re   looking   into,   is   it   the   monitor’s   job   to   do   the   clay   recycling  
while   they’re   monitoring?   What   is   the   time   factor   between   the   bigger   and   smaller   puggers?   How  
much   clay   could   a   monitor   recycle   in   30   minutes   with   the   current   pugger?   
 
Ceramics:   The   big   one   because   we   have   such   a   large   amount   of   clay.   Monitors   have   extra   30  
minutes   outside   of   open   hours   to   recycle   the   clay.   Could   probably   recycle   that   day’s   clay,   but  
since   the   clay   is   backed   up   it   would   have   to   be   broken   down   and   would   take   a   long   time.   We  
could   accumulate   clay   if   the   machine   didn’t   want   to   work   with   a   small   amount.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   Ceramics   isn’t   club   sport,   are   they   required   to   fundraise   then?  
 



Finance:   No.   Club   sports   aren’t   required   to   do   fundraising   either.   They   do   do   fundraising   and  
they’ve   traditionally   sold   some   of   their   pottery.  
 
Senator   Brady:   I   think   what   the   club   is   doing   is   great,   but   if   they   had   the   smaller   machine   they  
could   just   pay   people   to   put   the   things   in   the   machine.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   My   only   reservation   they   didn’t   really   answer   Senator   Lyon’s   question.   I  
wish   they   had   given   Pugger   options.   
 
Senator    Salas:   The   presentation   said   they’d   have   to   buy   $1,000   of   clay   each   year   without   the  
Pugger.   That   means   for   as   long   as   the   new   Pugger   lasts,   their   budget   would   come   down.   
 
Finance:   Depreciation   fund   so   this   doesn’t   happen   again.   
 
Senator    Scheinfeld:   Why   wouldn’t   it   be   possible   to   fix   the   smaller   pugger   and   use   it   more  
frequently?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   I   think   they   were   just   saying   it   can’t   be   fixed   at   all.  
 
Senator   F-C :   I   think   the   smaller   Pugger   could   work   if   it   was   brand   new   but   that’s   not   feasible  
with   the   current   one.   
 
Senator    Best:   The   person   they   got   to   look   at   it   seemed   interesting…   I   don’t   know   if   they   could  
hire   someone   from   Burlington…  
 
Senator    Lyons:   I   agree,   my   only   thought   is   that   it   is   old,   so   even   if   they   did   fix   it,   how   much  
longer   would   it   last.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   We   saw   other   alternatives,   I   think   they   need   a   new   one.   I   don’t   know   if   we  
could   recommend   the   smaller   pugger   for   $5.5k.  
 
Senator    Finkelstein:   These   clubs   are   growing,   common   trend.   In   the   range   of   $4k   to   $11k,   $6k  
seems   relatively   low.   You   also   probably   pay   for   some   better   quality   with   the   extra   money.  
 
Senator    Gosslin:   Are   there   other   clubs   that   might   have   this   problem?  
 
Finance:   Can’t   answer   off   top   of   head.   I’ll   go   back   to   the   committee   and   conduct   an   audit   to  
make   sure   we   have   all   the   durable   goods   worth   over   $1,000   to   make   sure   this   doesn’t   happen.  
 



CoS   Platt:   Interesting   to   ask   how   this   would   impact   the   ability   for   students   to   work   in   that   space.  
Obviously   recycling   it   all   at   once   would   be   easier,   but   does   it   impact   students’   involvement?  
 
Finance:   That’s   a   discussion   we   had.   We   believed   this   was   necessary   for   the   club   to   operate   as  
they   have   no   clay   right   now.   We   don’t   want   to   look   at   what’s   the   cheapest   option,   but   what   will  
help   the   club   perform   at   its   best.   I   don’t   think   a   1k   cut   needs   to   be   made   just   because   we   can,   we  
want   them   to   succeed.   
 
Senator   Maxie :   Can   we   afford   this?   Question  
 
Finance:   Yes.   
 
Senator    Lee:   Luxury   they   deserve.   Worried   that   they’ll   overrun   the   $4k   one.  
 
Senator   Maxie :   I   think   we   can   afford   it.   I   think   they   were   also   unsure   if   they   got   the   larger   one,   if  
it   would   be   able   to   handle   smaller   amounts.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   They   said   they’d   just   collect   more.   We   don’t   need   to   worry   about   that.  
 
Senator    Lyons:   Finance,   you   know   all   finances   and   you   say   go   for   it?  
 
Finance:   Yes.  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Voting   proceeds.]  
 
12-0-1   [Senator   Scheinfeld   abstains,   Ceramics   is   approved.]  
 

V. Kevin   Kareckas,   Tobacco   21   Legislations  
Kevin:   Talking   about   Tabacco   21.   Expanded   the   Health   and   Wellness   Education   office.   Changing  
wording   around   the   drug   and   alcohol   usage   on   campus,   emphasizing   that   it’s   not   required   to   have  
a   positive   experience   here.   [Outlines   goals.]   go/meetwithkevin  
 
Senator   Smith:   Different   quitting   resources,   incorporated   into   educational   programs   for   people  
who   weren’t   prepared   to   change   their   habits?  
 



Kevin:   It’s   going   to   be   looking   at   harmful   and   healthful   impacts,   but   looking   into   offering   open  
doors   into   personalized   support.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Have   different   strategies   about   differences   between   traditional   cigarettes   and  
more   modern   tech   and   if   they’re   being   treated   differently.  
 
Kevin:   There   is   intake   information   and   we’re   talking   about   how   to   ask   a   question   that   could   be  
interpreted   differently.   Being   a   smoker   can   be   interpreted   differently.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Committee   in   Health   in   Wellness   which   might   be   good   to   reach   out   to.  
 
VI. Madeline   Hope,   Health   &   Wellness   Office  
Madelline:   [Explains   how   H&WE   views   health   and   what   they’re   job   is.]   Going   to   hold   a  
workshop   on   how   to   support   a   peer   that   might   be   struggling   emotionally.   
 
Senator   Best:   Semi-circle   graph,   you   said   you   were   trying   to   expand   towards   the   blue   side.   Did  
the   other   side   include   health   and   wellness   or   are   you   referring   people   to   that   side?   
 
Madeline:   We   would   be   referring.   That’s   where   Parton   would   be   our   partner.   
 

VII. New   Business  
A. Resolution   in   Support   of   a   Student   Strike   for   Climate   Justice,   Varsha  

Vijayakumar   and   Sam   Lyons  
Cora   &   Divya:   Global   Climate   strike   this   Friday   to   demand   an   end   to   fossil   fuel   dependence   and  
move   towards   more   renewable   energy   sources.   We   made   a   resolution   to   support   students   to  
attend   the   strike.   A   lot   of   professors   are   cancelling   their   class   for   the   strike   that   day.   Other  
colleges   have   done   and   are   doing   this   as   well.   
 
Senator   Best:   There’s   a   lot   of   language   about   the   Green   New   Deal,   is   this   related   to   FDR’s   job  
program?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   As   we   deliberate   bills,   if   there’s   a   moment   of   contention,   we   can  
introduce   a   friendly   amendment   to   change   a   bill.  
 
Cora   &   Divya:   Lot   of   talk   about   how   that   would   look.   Calls   attention   on   how   we   need   to   bring  
other   kinds   of   justice   into   the   conversation.   Green   New   Deal   wants   to   make   sure   people   who  
work   in   fossil   fuel   in   industry   aren’t   left   behind   with   a   switch   to   renewable   fuels.   
 



CoS   Platt:   Maybe   think   about   ways   to   revamp   that   the   ideology   of   this   so   it   isn’t   getting   involved  
with   the   specific   legislation   that   is   still   being   adjusted.  
 
C&D:   It   would   be   fine   to   take   out   the   Green   New   Deal.   The   demands   and   principles   are   more  
important   than   what   we   want   to   tie   it   to.  
 
Senator   Lee:   What   does   this   bill   do   in   addition   to   the   energy   transition?  
 
C&D:   This   is   just   to   declare   support   for   students   who   want   to   strike,   call   for   solidarity   with   this  
grassroots   movement   around   the   world.  
 
Senator   Best:   Green   New   Deal   also   comes   up   in   first   that   clause.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Clarifying,   when   it   says   middlebury   college   is   that   the   SGA   speaking   as   midd  
or   asking   admin   to   issue   a   statement?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Just   an   encouragement.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   [Friendly   amendments.   Not   taken.]  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   support   this,   but   I   think   classes   are   really   expensive   here   and   some   people   might  
not   feel   they   should   leave   classes.   Have   you   talked   with   professors   to   ease   that?   
 
C&D:   We’ve   talked   with   professors,   it’s   not   just   a   student   strike   but   a   school   strike.   I   think   there  
are   ways   to   incorporate   this   into   their   class   and   some   professors   are   working   with   it.   
 
Senator   Best:   [Friendly   amendment.   Taken.]  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Voting   proceeds.]  
 
12-0-1   [Senator   Brady   abstains,   resolution   passes.]  
 
Motion   to   table   remaining   agenda.  
 
Seconded.  



 
13-0-0   [Remaining   agenda   tabled.]  
 

VIII. Adjournment  
Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Meeting   adjourned.]  
 
Meeting   Duration:   3   PM   -   5:03   PM  


