
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Gosselin,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Lee,  
Senator   FC,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Co-Chair   Lezama,  
Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Smith   (13)  
 
Members   Absent:    No   members   absent  
 

II. Acceptance   of   the   Minutes   from   9/15/19  
Motion   to   accept   minutes   from   9/15/19.  
 
Second.  
 
13-0-0   [The   minutes   are   accepted.]  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   When   you   vote   to   accept   the   minutes,   you   are   saying   that   you’ve   read   them.   Even  
if   you   haven’t   read   through   the   entirety,   at   least   read   what   you   said   to   make   sure   it’s   an   accurate  
reflection.   
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Two   sessions   for   restorative   practices.   This   Thursday   and   next   Thursday   from  
4:30   to   6.   This   week   is   more   oriented   towards   cabinet   functions   and   next   week   is   more   Senate   oriented.   

We   had   a   discussion   about   the   Student   Center   in   cabinet   today.  
 

B. Senate  
Senator   Salas:   Madison   Holland   and   I   meeting   with   Kim   from   SFS   and   Tim   from   CCI   to   talk   about  
planning   of   financial   literacy   workshops.   

Talked   to   people   on   campus   about   funding   equipment   for   having   a   barber   on   campus.   If   anyone  
wants   to   help,   let   me   know.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Went   to   Old   Chapel   meeting   about   student   center   and   thought   it   was   very   productive.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   I   also   went   to   the   meeting.   

Last   week   Lee   and   I   met   up   and   sent   out   an   application   for   Junior   Committee,   we   got   one  
response   which   was…   ideal.   Working   to   increase   that.  
 
Senator   Lee:   I   did   that   and   am   talking   to   Admissions   about   making   certain   positions   paid   positions.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Met   with   MCAB   to   talk   about   collaborating   on   a   bill   later.   
 
Senator   Best:   Researching   vending   machine   process.   Thinking   about   making   a   bill   for   that.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Went   to   the   Old   Chapel   Meeting.  



 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Not   looking   good   for   getting   athletic   trainer   access   for   club   and   IM   sports.  

I   applied   to   become   a   university   ambassador   so   if   anyone   wants   free   stuff...  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Meeting   with   Madison   in   charge   of   Academic   Affairs   Committee.   Talking   about   textbook  
accessibility.   Talking   to   Commons   about   restart   Gammit   Room   as   a   cafe,   mostly   during   week.   
 
Senator   Smith:   Meeting   with   Carla   about   Feb   Language   experience   and   trying   to   get   in   touch   with   Dean  
of   Language   Schools   to   talk   about   broader   affordability   of   language   schools.   Sent   email   to   Head   of  
Institutional   Affairs   about   getting   scooters   on   campus.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Winter?  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   know   cofounder   of   the   scooters   went   to   Midd   and   a   lot   of   other   schools   in   cities   have  
them   on   campus,   and   they   aren’t   all   warm   climate   schools.   Maybe   it   will   be   seasonal.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Waiting   to   hear   from   Laundry.   Talked   to   new   Director   of   Admissions,   but   having  
trouble   with   responses.  
 

C. Community   Council  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   We   have   the   final   list   of   staff,   students,   and   faculty.   We’ll   have   20   total   members   on  
Council   this   year.   Waiting   to   reach   out   to   Baishakhi   until   tomorrow   after   the   SLG   meeting   about   Housing,  
closed   doors.  

Initiative   I   want   to   find   funding   for   is,   for   students   going   to   interviews,   to   get   Middlebury   name  
tags.   Other   college   students   have   those   and   it   looks   very   professional.   Think   it   would   be   nice   to   do   it   for  
students   associated   with   First@Midd.   
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   If   senate   can   allocate   money   by   requesting   allocations   certifying   us   as   a   committee,   we  
can   take   it   up   with   the   committee,   vote,   bring   it   back   to   the   senate,   and   fund   it.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Is   the   name   tag   thing   for   wider   community?   If   so   I’m   not   sure   you   want   to   fund  
the   whole   thing.  
 
Yes.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Just   saying   one   avenue   for   funding.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Did   you   look   into   other   similar   initiatives   to   make   the   professional   process   go   more   smoothly.  
Does   the   CCI   [insert   chip   bag   noises]    make   sure   there   are   lots   of   opportunities   to   make   sure   a   wider  
community   feels   like   they   can   go   into   those   situations   and   be   successful.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   If   a   senator   had   a   project,   what’s   a   reasonable   scale   to   request   for?  



 
Treasurer   Cho:   Don’t   want   to   put   a   number   to   it,   what   really   matters   is   whether   it   corresponds   to   student  
life.   If   it   helps   in   an   equitable   way   and   is   within   our   budget   then   it   can   be   funded,   but   if   it’s   from   the  
senate   then   I’d   be   more   comfortable   with   lower   numbers.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   [Explains   past   ways   of   experimenting   with   programs.]   Have   also   had   pilot   programs  
in   the   past.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Approved   7   budgets   last   week.   I   talked   to   Maria   and   Derick   about   ceramics   so   that’s   being  
purchased.   Quidditch   is   good   to   go.   Integrating   processes   for   SOOC   and   Finance   Committee.   
 
IV. New   Business  

A. Student   Liaison   to   the   SGA   on   Endowment   Affairs   Selection   Process,   Presentations  
and   Discussion  

Senator   Finkelstein:   Motion   to   move   New   Business   above   Old   Business   on   the   agenda.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [New   Business   proceeds.]  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   The   SLSEA   Selection   Committee   read   through   about   20   applications   and   now   have   4  
candidates   who   will   present   to   us   who   we   will   vote   on   this   evening.   
 
Senator   Brady:   This   person   will   attend   trustee’s   meetings   and   represent   the   students.   They   will  
communicate   with   us   what   is   happening   and   gage   what   the   students   think   on   the   endowment.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   We   looked   at   their   financial   background,   their   demonstration   of   organization   and  
communication,   and   how   active   they   are   on   campus.   We   also   wanted   them   to   be   a   good   representative   of  
Midd.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   linked   the   report   from   last   year.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   For   QA   will   there   be   a   universal   set   of   questions?   [No.]  
 
Senator   Lee:   [Clarification   question.]  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Probably   will   put   new   Student   Center   where   McCullough   is   now   or   where   Proctor   is.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Is   it   on   proctor   or   the   tennis   court?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Both.   Bigger   building.  
 



Teal   Witter:   A   lot   of   leadership   positions   on   campus.   [Lists   them.]   Math   and   computer   science   major   and  
I   believe   these   skills   are   applicable   to   this   position.   Understand   investments.   [Explained   through   graph  
example.]   Wants   to   represent   student   body,   ask   hard   questions   informed   by   scientific   background,   share  
understanding   of   endowment   with   student   body,   and   address   concerns.   Especially   want   to   address   the  
huge   endowment   and   the   college’s   goal   to   decrease   expenses.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Last   year   we   adopted   Energy   2028,   how   would   you   work   with   them   [trustees]   to   help  
divest.  
 
Witter:   Want   to   represent   that   position   and   details   of   that   policy   as   best   I   can.   Don’t   have   experience   with  
committee,   but   would   do   my   best   to   advocate   when   related   issues   came   up.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Given   thought   to   reaching   out   to   other   student   groups   that   aren’t   in   your   circle?  
 
Witter:   Branching   out   this   year   to   new   student   organizations,   ex.   UMOJA.   If   I   get   this   will   do   my   best   to  
engage   with   a   wider   range.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Repeat   why   you   want   this   position?  
 
Witter:   Cool   opportunity.   Interested   to   see   how   this   works.   Have   built   up   a   lot   of   leadership   positions,   but  
now   I   have   more   time   that   I   would   like   to   do   something   with.   
 
Elisa   Gan:   Environmental   Economics   major.   Believe   it’s   important   for   students   to   understand   and  
participate   in   the   decisions   made   on   a   higher   level.   Have   served   on   the   Finance   Committee   since  
Freshman   year,   understand   the   organization   of   Middlebury,   and   have   relationships   with   clubs.   This  
summer   worked   with   the   school   to   create   a   new   course   to   give   a   new,   easily   obtainable   visa,   for  
international   students   who   were   subject   to   governmental   change.   Am   comfortable   with   communication.  
Want   to   focus   on   divestment   and   financial   stability,   so   the   impact   on   financial   aid   and   campus   operation.   

Want   to   distribute   infographics   and   open   forums   on   how   MiddWorks   after   meetings.   Also   want   to  
distribute   surveys   to   know   what   people   are   interested   about.   
 
Senator   Smith:   How   do   you   intend   on   communication   the   process   of   renovating   buildings   with   the  
students?  
 
Gan:   I   can   work   with   the   treasurer   and   tell   the   students   how   the   endowment   is   connected   to   our   long   term  
plan.   Maybe   tell   them   what   is   funding   the   processes   and   how   it   influences   the   endowment   and   the  
trajectory.  
 
Senator   Best:   Noted   how   endowment   is   less   than   peer   institutions,   what   is   your   approach   to   that?  
 
Gan:   I   don’t   have   the   power   to   influence   as   I   am   non-voting.   Will   communicate   with   board   about   the  
trajectory.   Last   year   was   relatively   good,   gained   around   $15   million.   Can   educate   the   community   how   the  
market   condition   influences   the   flow   of   the   endowment.   



 
CoS   Platt:   Public   forum   good   idea.   Given   thought   to   other   ways   you   might   get   student   input   from  
students   of   different   backgrounds.  
 
Gan:   We   all   love   and   hate   surveys.   My   approach   will   be   more   personal.   Focus   on   trying   to   personally  
contact   them,   maybe   getting   dinner   together,   face   to   face   interactions.   
 
Alex   Demoly:   Lots   of   financial   and   economic   research   background,   hands   on   investment   work,  
communications   experiences.   

[Explains   the   Endowment.]   Midd   doesn’t   want   to   do   anything   risky   with   the   endowment.  
Endowment   run   by   Investure,   third   party.   Low   endowment   compared   to   other   similar   schools   which   puts  
pressure   for   us   to   build   our   endowment.   
 
Senator   Best:   Mentioned   highschool   work,   can   you   touch   on   your   research?  
 
Demoly:   Researched   causes   and   operations   of   financial   crises   with   professor   there.   
 
Senator   Smith:   Potential   to   do   a   lot   with   endowment,   personal   goals?  
 
Demoly:   SLSEA   is   governmental   position   and   more   representative   than   personal.   Hope   to   serve   as   the  
back   channel   for   communication   for   what   you   and   student   body   wants.  
 
CoS   Platt:   How   might   you   reach   out   to   diverse   communities   on   campus?  
 
Demoly:   Use   SGA   channels   of   communication,   well   established   channels.   A   lot   will   come   down   to   one  
on   one   interaction.   Student   leaders.   
 
Jack   Rudnick:   Effective   communication   is   important.   [Examples   of   how   good   at   communication.]  
Dissemination   of   information,   one   example   might   be   hosting   more   informal   town-hall   meetings   where  
people   can   ask   questions.   Sometimes   there   will   be   privileged   information,   I   have   experience   making   sure  
information   is   disseminated   while   respecting   the   sensitivity   of   certain   topics.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Student   Divestment   was   big   last   year,   if   that   comes   up   in   a   meeting,   how   would   you  
express   student   sentiment?  
 
Rudnick:   Might   be   lucrative   to   rely   on   it   in   the   short   run,   but   because   of   our   values   and   looking   at   long  
term,   I   would   say   they   aren’t   the   way   of   the   future.  
 
CoS   Platt:   How   would   you   make   sure   the   people   who   come   to   the   meetings   are   representative   of  
everyone   on   this   campus?  
 
Rudnick:   Conversing   with   leaders   of   various   students   groups.   
 



Treasurer   Cho:   Why   do   you   personally   want   to   apply   to   this?  
 
Rudnick:   Passion   and   engagement   of   students   here   really   appealed   to   me,   and   it’s   important   to   fight   for  
our   values,   something   this   position   would   allow   me   to   do.   
 
CoS   Platt:   I   think   we   need   to   do   a   better   job   of   being   visually   engaged   with   speakers   that   are   here   so   they  
feel   they   are   being   respected.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Use   computers   as   little   as   possible.   Only   when   you   need   to.   Now   we’re   going   to  
discuss   what   we   liked/didn’t   like   and   then   vote.   First   we   will   narrow   it   down   to   two   candidates,   then   we  
will   vote   again   to   choose   the   last.   
 
Motion   to   enter   Executive   session.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Executive   session   begins.   Senate   discusses   the   four   applicants.]  
 
[Executive   session   ends   by   unanimous   vote.]  
 

V. Old   Business  
A. Bill   for   Finance   Committee   Rule   Change,   John   Gosselin   and   Kenshin   Cho  

Senator   Gosselin:   Current   rule   is   that   whenever   club   has   a   capital   expenditure   [explains]   they   have   to   go  
to   finance,   then   come   here,   and   it’s   really   roundabout.   Want   to   get   rid   of   that   rule,   think   we’d   have   the  
same   amount   of   oversight.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Only   concern   is   it   is   a   big   purchase,   over   $1,000.   Lot   of   different   times   in   process   when  
senators   are   involved.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Spoke   to   Derek   and   this   whole   formality   was   introduced   at   the   beginning,   but  
doesn’t   need   to   exist   now.   The   Finance   Committee’s   job   to   screen   for   these   things,   now   ours.   That  
conversation   last   week   went   well   because   Finance   was   here   to   explain   the   situation.   [Friendly  
amendment]   I’d   only   add   a   that   clause   that   when   the   expenditures   are   approved,   senate   has   to   be   told.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   [Accepted.]   Found   this   in   club   sports   sections.   We   already   have   a   rule   that   performs   the  
same   function.   
 
Senator   Best:   For   other   student   organizations   that   want   to   get   a   capital   expenditure   not   in   club   sports,   will  
they   still   have   to   come   through   us?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   The   common   understanding   is   it   applies   to   every   organization.   
 



Senator   Best:   So   except   for   club   sports,   it   would   not   apply   for   them…   but   that’s   because   club   sports   have  
funding   caps   set   by   the   SGA   anyways?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   This   is   the   only   appearance   of   this   rule.   So   it   would   apply   to   all   organizations.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Should   there   be   a   cap   for   capital   expenditures?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   don’t   think   it   would   be   necessary.   [Addressing   Senator   Best]   The   capital   expenditure  
rule   proceeded   the   club   sports   cap   rule,   so   it   was   useful   at   the   time   but   became   redundant   afterwards.   Not  
proposing   getting   rid   of   the   cap,   think   it’s   still   important.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Is   it   a   rule   that   the   treasurer   has   to   be   at   meetings   from   now   on?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   It’s   a   shift   I   made   this   year.   He’s   also   here   for   cabinet   meetings.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   If   there   was   another   SGA   without   a   strong   finance   presence,   would   we   want   that  
back?  
 
Senator   Best:   Wondering   how   SGA   would   look   if   we   didn’t   work   as   well.  
 
Senator   Vijayakumar:   One   bylaw   change   made   last   May   is   that   the   treasurer   would   be   non-voting   sitting  
member   of   SGA   meetings,   so   that   delineated   a   role   change   that   is   institutionally   reflected.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   We   could   add   an   amendment   if   the   treasurer   is   not   at   the   meeting,   then   the   original   rule  
is   still   in   reflect.   [Added   as   whereas   clause.]  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Voting   proceeds.]  
 
13-0-0   [The   rule   change   is   approved.]  
 

B. Digital   Accessibility   Discussion,   Paul   Flores-Clavel  
Senator   Finkelstein:   Tabled   for   next   week.  
 
VI. Adjournment  

Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-0   [Meeting   is   adjourned.   Meeting   ends   at   4:55PM.]  


