
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Gee,   Senator  
Velazquez,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator  
Smith,   Co-Chair   Lezama,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Heyer,   Senator   Gosselin   (16)  
 
Members   Absent:    Senator   Lee  
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   9/22/19  
President   Vijayakumar:   Please   speak   loudly   during   meetings,   you   are   being   recorded.   Also   try   to   eat  
snacks   quietly   because   that   shows   up   on   the   recording   as   well.  
 
Motion   to   accept   minutes.  
 
Seconded.  
 
13-0-3   [Senator   Maxie,   Sanchez,   and   Velazquez   abstain.   Minutes   are   accepted.]  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Some   of   you   are   signed   up   for   restorative   practices   this   Thursday   4:30   to   6:30.  
The   details   are   in   Slack,   you   have   committed   to   showing   up   if   you   signed   up.   If   you   have   a   conflict   please  
let   me   know   sooner   rather   than   later.   If   you   are   newly   elected   and   want   to   partake,   it’s   a   cool   opportunity.   

Please   click   on   the   link   on   the   agenda.   A   recent   alumni   reached   out   to   me   because   they   created   an  
app   called   NewsElect.   It’s   funded   by   MiddChallenge.   Please   spread   the   word   about   it.   

10   o’clock   Ross   back   starting   tomorrow.   It   will   only   be   on   Mondays   and   Tuesdays   the   first   few  
months,   then   they’ll   see   whether   they   want   to   increase   it   depending   on   how   things   go.   
 
CoS   Platt:   We   printed   out   the   email   you   were   supposed   to   read.   Please   put   your   computers   away.   

There   was   an   initiative   in   the   past   where   senators   recorded   some   conversations   with   certain  
constituents.   Please   talk   to   someone   outside   of   your   immediate   friend   group   and   ask   them   about   campus  
and   report   on   that.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Maybe   focus   this   time   on   asking   about   security.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Porter   is   going   to   publish   an   article   on   how   this   year’s   SGA   is   going   to   try   to   get   out   more   into  
the   community.   If   it’s   published   and   we   don’t   do   that,   then   we’ll   look   foolish.  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Do   you   want   the   conversation   actually   recorded?  
 
CoS   Platt:   No,   just   go   out   and   take   notes   and   stuff.   
 



President   Vijayakumar:   Many   of   us   were   there   for   lunch   with   Patton   this   Friday.   Some   of   you   RSVPed  
and   didn’t   show   up   and   didn’t   let   any   of   us   know.   It’s   not   a   good   look   and   you   know   who   you   are.   We   are  
held   accountable   for   everyone   who   said   they   would   be   there.   Please   respect   our   time.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Everyone   has   shown   initiative   to   be   here,   everyone   should   be   set   now   so   we’re   going   to   start  
holding   people   accountable.   Positive   thing,   not   a   threat.   
 

B. Senate  
Senator   Lyons:   Couldn’t   attend   the   first   meeting   because   of   MiddView.   I   was   added   to   the   Awards  
Committee   but   I   won’t   be   able   to   do   that   since   I   will   be   abroad   in   the   Spring.   Would   someone   be   willing  
to   trade   with   me?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   I   don’t   think   trading   will   happen,   but   if   someone   wants   to   step   up.   Awards  
Committee   chooses   who   will   win   a   faculty/staff   award.   Great   way   to   show   you   care.   It’s   not   much   work,   I  
did   it   by   myself   last   spring.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   Interested.   I   was   on   elections   committee   but   I’ll   have   one   less   committee   by   the   time   of  
this.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   You’re   already   on   this   committee.  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Want   to   recommend   this   to   someone   who’s   new.   People   will   be   there   to   help   you.  
 
Senator   Heyer:   [Volunteers.]  
 
Senator   Smith:   Meeting   with   Liz   Ross   this   week   about   Feb   language   experience   and   study   abroad  
barriers.   Meeting   with   Steven   Snyder   this   or   next   week   to   talk   about   language   school   affordability.   Talked  
to   Micky   this   week   about   line   scooters.   There’s   a   lot   of   financial   and   safety   barriers,   but   going   to   work   on  
improving   the   bike   share.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   Working   on   textbooks   and   information   regarding   that.   
 
Senator   Best:   Speaking   with   Rossers   about   How   We   Live   Together   report.   First   Ross   Commons   Council  
meetings.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   The   next   two   meetings   will   have   four   cases.   I   applied   to   become   an   ambassador   for  
Middlebury   College,   now   I   can   get   free   stuff.   Next   week   I   got   approved   for   20   cases   for   breakfast  
giveaway   for   Cook.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Thank   you   so   much   for   doing   that.   Good   example   of   little   tangible   changes.   Maybe   utilize   the  
opportunity   to   gather   information.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Senator   Finkelstein   is   speaker,   please   raise   your   hand   if   you   want   to   talk.  



 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   It   helps   if   we’re   having   a   tense   talk.  
 
Senator   Heyer:   [Self   introduction,   Brainerd   Senator.]  
 
Senator   Brady:   Went   to   lunch   at   Patton’s   house   Friday.   
 
Senator   Sanchez:   [Self   introduction]  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   [Self   introduction]  
 
Senator   Gee:   [Self   introduction]  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   [Self   introduction]   Reaching   out   to   cabinet   members   relevant   to   bill   I’m   drafting.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   [Self   introduction]   Been   looking   at   getting   10   o’clock   Ross   up   and   running,   I’ll   be   there  
for   the   first   couple   of   weeks.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Went   to   Patton   lunch   and   met   with   Treasurer   Cho   to   talk   about   bill   I   want   to   have   ready  
by   next   week.  
 
Senator   Salas:   Attended   restorative   practice   last   week.   Met   with   people   from   CCI   and   SFS   for   hosting  
financial   literacy   workshops.   Want   to   spread   it   out   throughout   the   year   rather   than   having   them   all   in  
J-term.   We   have   3   tentative   events   for   this   fall   and   will   have   a   lot   of   marketing   for   it   soon.   Our   target  
audience   isn’t   just   seniors,   but   for   everyone.   

Also   working   on   barbershop   initiative.   We   have   an   informal   partnership   with   barbers   from  
burlington.   Been   talking   with   Kevin   and   we’re   trying   to   blow   it   up   and   subsidize   haircuts   for   students   and  
maybe   have   stylists   for   women.  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Heard   back   from   Laundry,   the   changes   are   in   temporary   state   of   change.   Free  
laundry   will   not   last.   Important   issues   on   how   they’ll   get   money   from   cards.   

Meeting   with   Director   of   Admissions   to   learn   about   Feb   admissions.  
Apple   picking   for   senate   next   Saturday.   

 
Treasurer   Cho:   Do   you   have   the   date   when   the   switch   will   happen   on   laundry?  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   I   don’t.   I   was   promised   a   long   update   so   I’m   a   little   frustrated   I   didn’t   get   it.   
 

C. Community   Council  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   First   CC   meeting   tomorrow.   Kevin   and   emily   will   give   talk   about   tabacco   21.   Council  
will   form   opinions   on   the   rollout   plan   for   that.  



Person   in   charge   of   security   cameras   will   explain   the   thought   behind   implementing   that.   I   will   be  
voicing   the   thoughts   on   that   based   on   today’s   meeting.   If   you   have   questions   about   the   cameras,   I   might  
be   able   to   clarify   on   it.  

If   you   have   CC   questions   or   questions   for   Baishakhi,   please   come   to   me   or   Viji.   Meeting   is   4:30  
Axinn   room   104.  
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   Approved   budgets   for   logrolling   and   musical   theater.   Went   to   training   sessions   last   week  
as   committee.   Baishakhi’s   office   is   taking   9,000   off   of   Nocturne   which   frees   up   a   lot   of   money.  

Talked   to   Provo   about   investing   part   of   SGA   reserves.   Gosselin   helping   me   write   bill   that   we   will  
talk   about   next   week.   

Spent   a   couple   hours   deciding   on   four   new   committee   members   for   this   year   so   we’ll   become  
more   active.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Cabinet   session   meets   right   before   us.   Today   all   of   them   were   supposed   to   submit  
list   of   individuals   on   this   committee,   some   of   them   did   not.   Because   this   didn’t   happen,   everything   else  
got   pushed   back.   This   is   a   big   ask,   I   don’t   want   anything   SGA   to   occur   outside   of   this   meeting.   Once   I   get  
those   names,   I   will   send   you   an   email   with   a   list   of   all   the   members.   We   have   to   ratify   it,   as   your   vote  
please   say   yes   or   no.   Until   we   ratify   them   they   can’t   do   anything.  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Unlikely   you’d   find   a   problem   with   the   names   under   the   committee.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   the   only   time   you   say   no   is   if   you   notice   someone   is   on   more   than   three  
committees   or   if   they   aren’t   a   student.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   If   they’re   on   4   committees,   what’s   the   process?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   I’d   let   CoS   Platt   know   and   he   would   reach   out   to   them   which   they   want   to   be   on.  
 
IV. New   Business  

A. Security   Discussion  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Location,   amount   of   cameras   hasn’t   been   determined.   Won’t   be   pointed   inside  
residential   dorms.   Only   place   it   could   be   would   be   the   Ross   dining   hall   cubbies.   

I   was   questioning   main   purpose.   In   light   of   mass   shootings,   this   is   a   convo   Baishakhi   had   with  
people   in   community.   Especially   with   what   happened   at   local   Middlebury   middle   school   [shooting  
threat].   Among   peer   institutions,   we’re   the   ones   lacking   the   security   aspect.   Cameras   would   be   to   know  
where   a   shooter   is   going   from   building   to   building.   Cost   of   recording   and   who   is   watching   hasn’t   been  
finalized.   Taylor   said   they   wouldn’t   be   recorded   and   saved.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   If   the   strongest   purpose   is   a   shooter   threat,   why   would   we   delete   feed   after   30  
minutes?  
 



Co-Chair   Lezama:   Good   note.   I   think   they   mentioned   it   because   they   anticipated   student   lashback   and  
honor   code   pushback.   Matter   of   safety   over   trust.  
 
Senator   Best:   Has   it   been   implemented   as   peer   institutions.  
 
Yes.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   If   another   point   is   theft,   why   would   you   delete   footage   after   30   minutes?  
 
Senator   Brady:   On   the   30   minutes,   maybe   questionable.   Aiming   at   cubbies   is   aimed   at   people   breaking  
the   honor   code   which   is   different   from   pointing   it   at   the   quad,   but   if   people   are   losing   things   it’s   not   bad  
idea.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Would   like   for   footage   to   be   deleted,   maybe   not   after   30   minutes.   Apparently  
anyone   can   access   feed   on   certain   video   cameras,   don’t   think   that   should   happen.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Any   info   in   addition   to   card   swipe?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Same   rationale   but   no   set   location.   No   impediment   to   us,   just   potential   threat.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   A   lot   of   unknown   details.   Are   they   just   letting   us   know   they’re   doing   this   or   is   this   an  
ongoing   convo?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Ongoing   convo,   they   are   looking   for   feedback.   It   will   happen,   details   are   up   for  
discussion.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Are   parking   lots   considered?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Yes.   Especially   because   of   something   that   happened   a   while   ago.  
 
CoS   Platt:   What   is   convo   around   how   decisions   are   going   to   be   made   and   where   student   voices   are   going  
to   be.   This   seems   like   a   good   time   to   go   out   to   constituencies.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Excellent   point.   Important   for   me   to   know   if   certain   constituents   are   adamantly  
opposing   an   aspect   of   this   so   I   can   voice   that.   Encourage   you   to   talk   to   people   on   her   advisory   council.   
 
Senator   Smith:   Support   implementation.   Spoke   to   previous   senator   about   this   today   and   he   seemed   to  
think   there   was   a   resolution   about   not   wanting   cameras   on   campus.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   There   was   something,   but   I   think   it   was   a   long   time   ago.  

Could   you   ask   whoever   is   doing   this   project   that   could   reflect   the   maximum   number   of   cameras  
and   swipe   readers?   Can’t   have   convo   until   we   have   a   plan.  
 



Speaker   Finkelstein:   Interesting   that   convo   is   all   under   one   blanket,   but   it   seems   like   there   are   different  
kinds   of   cameras   for   different   purposes.   In   the   discussion   about   where   and   why,   want   their   purpose   to   be  
clear.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Something   communications   is   working   to   communicate   effectively   to   the   community.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Wanted   to   mention   the   current   live   feed   cameras   we   have   now.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   State   explicitly   that   we   don’t   want   them   in   res   halls.   Can   see   they   might   want   to  
expand   it,   but   show   that   we   are   very   against   that.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Totally   agree.   But   if   we   find   people   are   really   concerned   about   stuff   being   taken   from   them,  
maybe   we   will   reevaluate.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Can   we   find   out   if   those   cameras   have   different   timings   depending   on   purpose.  
Possibility   of   cameras   in   places   they   aren’t   always   used,   maybe   have   cameras   only   for   those   purposes   but  
have   them   documented   as   being   on.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Good   note.   About   large   gathering   spaces,   what   does   that   constitute   and   do   we   want  
them   in   that   area?   I   have   reservations   because   that   can   imply   wilson   and   coltrane   at   night.   How   much  
time   dedicated   to   this?   [5   more   minutes.]   Please   think   about   what   large   gathering   spaces   might   mean.  
Also   think   where   do   you   want   cameras.   Conversation   about   pubsafe   and   cameras.   
 
Senator   Salas:   Cameras   just   interior?   Most   of   those   have   to   do   with   theft.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   I   think   the   exact   opposite.   Minimal   amount   pointing   inside.   Main   thing   is   pointing  
outside.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   Interaction   of   law   enforcement   with   recordings.   What’s   their   jurisdiction   to   ask   for   this  
info?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Pubsafe   has   access   but   can   communicate   to   enforcement.   I’ll   ask   about.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Trying   to   understand   why   there   would   be   a   pushback.   Have   they   thought   about  
activating   them   only   when   something   is   happening?  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Much   of   a   culture   thing,   there   wasn’t   a   need   for   these   cameras   before,   but   there   is   now.  
Will   ask   about   large   gathering   spaces   again.  
 
Senator   Heyer:   Do   we   give   permits   to   people   in   community   to   enter?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Anyone   could   walk   into   gym.   Started   locking   library   after   certain   hours.   
 



Senator   Heyer:   Additional   swipe   readers,   but   will   have   to   do   something   for   community.   Outside   cameras,  
people   who   walk   around   with   open   containers.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   No   finalization,   not   meant   to   be   punitive   though.   Open   containers   open   for   discussion,  
but   not   meant   to   be   like   “got   you!”  
 
Senator   Best:   Think   we   should   take   upon   ourselves   to   be   annoyingly   precise   with   these   cameras   as   to  
where   they   go.   Maybe   check   with   constits   about   that.   We   should   have   a   list   as   to   where   intentions   and  
where   they   look.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Lot   of   unknowns.   Don’t   think   there’s   enough   info   to   make   informed   decision.   When   they  
ask   us   questions,   don’t   think   we   have   enough   info   to   discuss.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Excellent   point.   Just   ask   people   where   they   don’t   want   the   cameras.  
 
CoS   Platt:   People   like   to   make   a   ruckus   without   all   the   facts   so   we’re   trying   to   disseminate   accurately  
from   the   beginning.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Testament   to   what   I   think   is   being   done   right,   received   email   before   it   was   sent   out   and  
could   give   opinions   before   it   went   out.   They   did   send   out   less   than   24   hours   in   advance,   but   they   let   us  
know.   Security   cameras   on   pubsafe   personnel,   just   a   discussion   won’t   be   implemented   until   we   tell   you  
it’s   happening.   Reservations   about   it   making   adverse   relationship   between   students   and   pubsafe   officers.  
 

A. Student   Center   Discussion   and   Recap  
Speaker   Finkelstein:   SGA   met   with   David   Provost   and   architects   about   the   creation   of   new   student   center.  
New   student   center   is   trying   to   centralize   spaces   meant   to   help   students   and   have   a   place   where   students  
feel   welcome.   
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Wanted   to   have   natural   light   in   the   building.   Location   to   be   decided.   Would   be   a   little  
bigger   than   Davis.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Bigger   than   davis   smaller   than   bihall.   Want   a   dining   hall   there,   between   650   to  
1,200   seatings.   Wouldn’t   look   like   Ross.   Various   kinds   of   seating   partitioned   off.   Co-locating   the   museum  
as   part   of   student   center.   These   are   things   they   want   input   on.   I’m   not   in   support   of   museum   in   the   student  
center.  
 
Senator   Brady:   No   peer   schools   have   museum   attached   to   student   center.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   This   is   gonna   take   a   while.   They   haven’t   even   started   raising   money,   so   we   can   make   a  
big   impact.   Student   part   of   it   is   now.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Feels   like   the   museum   thing   shifted.   A   lot   of   people   seemed   to   not   want   the  
museum.  



 
Senator   Lyons:   Proctor   seating   includes   Redfield   Dining.   One   discussion   was   having   administrative  
facilities   of   affinity   groups.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Good   idea   to   have   centralized   document   on   thoughts   regarding   this   that   would   last  
through   the   entire   time   the   student   center   is   going   to   be   built?  
 
Senator   Smith:   Good   idea.   Another   aspect   discussion   admin   offices   of   student   life   faculty   and   staff   and  
where   those   would   take   place   to   have   it   be   a   student   space   but   also   be   accessible.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   [Addressing   Treasurer   Cho]   We   have   a   cabinet   focused   on   campus   life.   No  
decisions   will   be   made   about   what   goes   in   the   building   by   Oct.   only   thing   is   dining   hall   seating   size   and  
museum.   They’re   only   pitching   the   size   in   Oct   to   see   about   cost.   Please   think   about   affinity   spaces.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   One   thing   about   how   we   use   square   footage   and   it   seems   inefficient.   Don’t   think   about  
this   as   taking   away   land   from   people,   just   think   about   old   and   modern   architecture   differences.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Question   about   prayer   space.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   [Context   question   about   museum.]  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Museum   is   part   of   MAC   right   now.   The   people   who   go   are   usually   people   from  
outside   the   community.   They   want   to   circulate   more   interest   with   students   which   is   why   they   want   to  
attach   it   to   the   center.   Architecture   for   museum   isn’t   very   good,   so   wondering   if   can   move   it   rather   than  
renovating   it.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   Museum   closes   at   5   everyday.   Huge   amount   of   dormant   space.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Has   nothing   to   do   with   student   life.   
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   I   see   argument,   however   not   everyone   is   into   art.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Just   imagine   a   huge   building   like   McCullough   being   dormant   for   half   the   day   and   the  
entire   weekend..  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Pretty   sure   it   would   be   merged   with   it   too.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   If   they   decide   to   do   other   places   than   McCullough,   would   they   change   it?   Would  
mail   stay   there?  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Key   part   of   discussion,   what   moves   and   what   changes.   They’re   building   new  
building   and   working   on   other   buildings   too.   
 



Senator   Gee:   Funding   would   be   priced   differently   probably   with   museum   too,   would   assume   it’d   be   more  
expensive.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Price   isn’t   our   problem.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Want   to   emphasize   where   we   put   the   money,   not   into   a   museum.  
 
[Conducts   straw   poll.]  
 
Speaker   Finkelstein:   Having   something   to   emphasize   the   arts   would   be   good,   but   maybe   the   museum   is   a  
bit   much.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Think   what   you   said   is   fine.   There   can   also   be   other   aspects   to   a   museum   too   but   smaller.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Required   to   spend   1%   of   whatever   we   spend   on   public   art.   
 

V. Adjournment  
Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
17-0-0   [Meeting   adjourns   at   4:28   PM]  


