
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator   Smith,   Senator   Velazquez,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,  
Senator   Gee,   Co-Chair   Lezama,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Best,   Proxy   Lee,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator   Heyer,  
Senator   Salas,   President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Proxy   Lyons,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Gosselin  
(17)  
 
Members   Absent:   
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   10/13/19  
[Senator   Gosselin   enters.]  
 
Motion.  
 
Seconded.  
 
15-0-2   [Proxies   Lee   and   Lyons   abstain.   The   minutes   are   passed.]  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Accreditation   process   by   Jeff   Cason.   They   want   to   speak   with   SGA   and   later   with  
student   body   about   how   Midd   works.   Are   we   doing   what   we   say   we’re   doing.   Tuesday   Nov   5   from   9   to  
9:50.   Even   if   you   can   only   be   there   for   30   min   that   would   be   great.   Important   we   get   SGA   voice   in   there.  
Please   let   me   know   if   you   can   come.   Providing   food.   

If   working   on   a   bill   and   it   relates   to   cabinet   committee,   reach   out   to   them   first.   There   have   been   a  
lot   of   repeats   over   the   years.   
 

B. Senate  
Senator   Salas:   Madison   and   I   have   been   working   with   financial   literacy   and   beyond   Middlebury  
campaign,   offering   workshops.   Starting   this   Tuesday   with   Establishing   Health   Credit.   Request   for   class  
senators.   Want   to   send   blast   email   from   you   guys   to   inform   people.   

Will   also   pass   around   SFS   requested   I   pass   out.   iGrad   to   implement   fin   lit   beyond   workshop.  
Syncs   loans   and   offers   online   courses   about   concepts   you   should   know   about.   

Applying   for   Grant   for   a   barbershop   initiative.   Provide   students   of   color   access   to   professional  
barbers.   Has   partnership   with   one   in   Burlington,   they’re   willing   to   come   again   and   want   grants   for  
subsidizing.  

 
President   Vijayakumar:   Class   senators   only   for   Senator   Salas’   email.   If   you   haven’t   introduced   yourself   to  
your   class,   please   take   a   little   time   to   introduce   yourself.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Met   to   talk   about   commons   with   Senators   Maxie   and   Best.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Met   with   SEO   to   talk   about   Middlebury   babysitting.   Hit   roadblock.   Also   met   with   director  
of   external   affairs.  



Went   with   Director   of   Health   and   Wellness   and   director   of   Institutional   Diversity   Equity   and  
about   doing   something   for   SGA.   We   also   had   Diversifying   the   Faculty   last   week.  

Talked   with   Renee   and   Bill   about   digital   accessibility.  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   Meeting   with   director   of   faculty,   meeting   with   Maya   tomorrow.   Senator   Valazquez   and   I  
are   working   on   a   talk   to   our   constituents,   but   we’re   still   working   on   how   that’s   going   to   work   out.  
 
Senator   Valazquez:   Out   of   Darkness   Walks.   Want   to   get   a   sense   of   mental   health   here   at   Middlebury.  
Interested   on   getting   statistics.   Communicating   with   Health   and   Wellness.  
 
Sanchez:   This   requires   80   to   90   people   for   planning.   We’re   going   to   be   put   in   contact   with   Addison  
County   and   we’re   looking   to   see   who   would   be   interested   in   helping.   It’s   very   big.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   If   you   need   support,   the   senate   is   here.  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   Yes   we   will   need   support.   Not   until   April.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Diversifying   the   faculty   talk.   Having   conversation   about   commons   system.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Also   talked   about   commons.  
 
Senator   Best:   Talked   with   Senators   Gosselin,   Brady,   and   Scheinfeld   about   commons.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Talked   about   commons   system.   Textbooks,   CC.   
 
Senator   Smith:   Met   about   language   school   affordability,   on   fundraising   silent   part   of   donor   asking   that  
they’re   doing   now.   Trying   to   get   enough   financial   aid   for   all   Midd   undergrads.  
 

C. Community   Council  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Talked   about   how   to   disseminate   Trusteed   decision   info.   Setting   up   time   for   her  
personal   advisory   group,   open   office   hours   for   people   if   they   have   concerns   or   questions   to   come   in   and  
ask   SGA   reps.   
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   Passed   3   budgets,   architecture   for   a   new   table   $300.   American   Chemical   Society   $400.  
Both   annual   budgets.   Black   Student   Union   $9,500   to   go   to   conference   at   Yale.  
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Discussion   about   Office   of   Advancement   Partnership  
President   Vijayakumar:   Strike   old   business.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Last   year’s   President   Robinson   started   working   on   this   last   year   to   partner   with   the  
Advancement   Office   as   a   kind   of   liaison   to   allow   some   donor   partner   to   flow   directly   to   student  



initiatives.   Pretty   well   received   by   Advancement.   Next   step   is   to   talk   to   our   constituents   and   see   what   they  
think   is   important   to   fund.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Advancement   has   a   bucket   of   things   where   you   can   donate   to.   Ex.   Seizing  
Opportunities   Fund.   Want   to   expand   along   same   sentiment.   A   lot   of   things   being   funded   are   financial   aid,  
sometimes   it’s   hard   to   see   that   donor   money   actually   makes   a   difference   in   students'   lives   here.   Hard   to  
know   what   students   are   invested   in.   Talk   to   see   what   students   want   funded   on   campus,   can’t   be  
particularized   interests.   Example   would   be   the   new   student   center   if   we   weren’t   already   going   through  
with   that.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Another   idea   was   making   sure   sustainable   water   fountains   were   more   accessible.   Small   but   fits  
into   school’s   mission.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Scale?   Is   this   $100,000   every   year   or   $1   million?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Restraint   is   whether   enough   people   will   donate.   Sometimes   goal   won’t   be  
reached,   so   if   that   happens   we   have   to   know   if   that’s   okay   and   if   we   can   save   up.   Just   as   long   as   there   is   a  
conviction   enough   to   donate.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Very   ideological   right   now.   Just   proving   that   the   money   going   to   the   school   is   actually   making  
student   life   better.   Now   proving   that   we   can   be   a   liaison   for   this.   
 

V. New   Business  
A. Changes   to   Residential   Life,   Baishakhi   Taylor  

Taylor:   As   long   as   you   all   speak   up   and   you   can   hear   me   then   it   should   be   okay.  
 
[Technological   Support   ensues]  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   any   context   you   can   give   on   decisions   and   support   would   be   a   good   way   to   start.  
 
Taylor:   Sorry   I’m   not   there   in   person.   [Introduction.]   Our   commons   system   and   it   will   evolve.   Student  
data   was   collected   over   18   month   process.   Main   focus   is   making   sure   all   students   have   equal   access   to   all  
support   on   campus.   If   you   read   the   study,   since   2010   the   student   satisfaction   with   campus   life   is   low.  
Cannot   change   entire   housing   system   because   we   have   too   many   houses.   

If   I   asked   what   you   liked   about   the   res   life   system,   what   would   you   give   an   example?   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   FYC   are   great.   Reslife   staff.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Commons   pride.   The   feeling   of   association   you   have   with   others   in   your   commons,  
activities   they   put   on   in   groups,   senators,   commons   council.   How   closely   associated   orientation   process   is  
with   commons.  
 
Taylor:   How   would   you   describe   the   Commons   System?  



 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Way   that   Middlebury   splits   up   students   based   off   of   where   you   live.   Commons  
system   is   where   housing   is   associated,   who   you   meet   first   on   campus,   where   your   dean   is,   how   you   adjust  
to   Midd   life.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   Allows   for   communication   between   underclassmen   and   upperclassmen.   Get   to   meet   new  
people   and   network.   
 
Senator   Best:   Has   friendly   banter   over   which   commons   was   the   best.   Thought   that   showed   commons  
pride.   The   name   of   their   community   was   positive.   I   think   had   good   relationships   with   faculty   heads   in  
Ross.   
 
Senator   Smith:   Great   that   we   all   live   with   people   our   age   and   if   that   could   be   taken   into   the   new   system  
for   freshman   and   incoming   febs.   
 
Taylor:    Intro:    These   aspects   are   all   staying   the   same   in   the   next   system.   [Explains   history   of   commons  
system.]   As   we   have   grown,   we   cannot   fit   the   incoming   class   in   each   freshman   dorm   as   it   was   originally  
envisioned.   Commons   are   currently   really   spread   out.   Students   are   saying   they   aren’t   getting   the   same  
kind   of   experience   as   it   varies   depending   on   where   they   are.   We   could   not   fit   all   Atwater   students   in   Allen  
last   year   and   had   to   house   them   across   campus   from   their   dean.   

Slight   Changes:    First   year   housing   is   the   same,   only   changing   is   Hadley   is   changing   to   Hepburn.  
We   are   opening   Sophomore   housing.   All   the   housing   is   the   same   except   now   Hadley   is   included.   Now  
people   can   choose   any   sophomore   building   no   matter   their   commons,   and   this   will   integrate   the   febs   more  
with   their   class.   

Dean   of   Faculty   will   lead   review   to   see   how   to   improve   faculty   engagement   with   the   commons.  
Committed   to   keeping   faculty   engaged   in   student   life.   Looking   to   bring   Commons   Council   to   full  
potential.   

New   Stuff:    Actively   engaged   in   building   new   student   center.   New   residence   hall   and   Battell  
renovation.   To   renovate   Battell   we’ll   have   to   build   a   new   dorm   since   Battell   is   so   big.   How   to   better  
support   specialty   housing.   Looking   at   adding   head   RA   role   for   first   year   area.   Looking   to   enhance  
ResLife   compensation.   Reviewing   ResLife   numbers   based   on   needs.   

Impact:    ResLife   role   will   not   change.   Deans   and   Coordinators   will   continue   to   provide   support  
all   4   years.   Deans   and   CRDs   will   stay   in   first   year   areas.   
 
Senator   Brady:   With   four   freshman   dorms,   will   that   fit   all   the   class   of   2024   and   2024.5?  
 
Taylor:   Entire   of   2024   and   will   place   juniors   who   are   studying   abroad   close   to   the   first   year   community   so  
when   they   leave   we   can   house   the   Febs   close   by.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Does   that   restrict   juniors   studying   abroad   in   spring   for   housing?  
 
Taylor:   Will   try   to   give   as   much   flexibility   as   possible.   This   decision   just   announced   Wednesday,   more  
info   by   November   and   will   be   explained   more   then.   Will   have   to   keep   lottery   system   in   place.  



 
Senator   Maxie:   Doesn’t   seem   like   a   lot   of   elements   are   changing.   Why   are   we   removing   name   element   to  
the   commons?  
 
Taylor:   Can   give   deans   the   same   amount   of   students   to   make   it   easier   for   them   and   students   can   get   an  
equal   amount   of   attention.   This   way   their   student   amount   doesn’t   arbitrarily   depend   on   how   big   the  
building   is.   
 
CoS   Platt:   What   is   the   best   way   for   students   to   get   involved   in   these   processes?  
 
Taylor:   We   will   keep   coming   back   to   you,   this   will   be   a   collaboration.   Trying   to   keep   this   as   open   as  
possible.  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Commons   relation   with   infrastructure.   Rearranging   everyone   doesn’t   seem   like   the  
perfect   solution   to   fix   that.   Seems   like   it   would   get   rid   of   what   makes   the   Common   System   excellent,  
sense   of   community.   If   new   Residential   Hall,   shouldn’t   we   tailor   that   to   ideal   size   of   building?  
 
Taylor:   The   building   won’t   go   first,   putting   the   students   first.   Students   told   us   that   they   want   to   live   close  
together   but   don’t   find   the   commons   valuable,   that   tells   us   that   we   need   to   figure   out   a   different   structure.  
ICC   (Inter-Commons   Council)   didn’t   work   how   it   was   intended   to   work.   
 

B. Student   Vote   on   How   Will   We   Live   Together   and   Middlebury   Senators  
Senator   Maxie:   The   bill   was   not   to   be   an   attack   on   SGA.   This   concerned   the   commons   senators   since   the  
commons   system   is   changing.   Would   take   senate   to   2   person   senate.   Compared   to   other   similar   colleges,  
they   have   much   larger   senates   than   we   do.   

5   senators   that   anyone   in   the   college   can   vote   for,   “all   college   senators.”   Then   each   senator   will  
randomly   be   assigned   a   constituent   group   in   the   fall   of   the   next   year.   [Explains   the   math.]   This   is   basically  
creating   a   commons   senator   without   the   commons.   

Also   think   commons   senators   provide   different   perspective   sometimes.  
 
Senator   Best:   Do   you   think   senior   Wonnocot   would   receive   different   concerns   from   a   senior   senator?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   more   likely   to   receive   campus   perspective   than   senior   centric   concern.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   agree   the   position   might   need   to   be   reformed.   Think   there’s   value   in   having   a   narrowed  
down   constituency.   Not   sure   how   comfy   I   am   changing   too   much   of   the   system.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Commons   senator   works   because   it   focuses   on   how   you   experience   your  
community   which   is   influenced   by   where   you   are.   If   we   do   what   you   propose,   it   will   just   magnify   each  
one   student’s   perspective   by   2   rather   than   providing   a   different   perspective.   Sometimes   Commons  
senators   blur   with   class   senators.   



None   of   these   decisions   will   affect   me   personally.   If   we   have   5   senators   like   this,   they   will   equal   a  
president   or   co-chair   and   reduce   the   legitimacy   of   those   positions,   something   that   is   really   important   when  
interacting   with   admin   etc.  

Also   want   to   know   where   you   got   those   numbers   about   peer   institutions,   I   did   not   get   those  
numbers   from   them.  

Had   a   difficult   time   having   everyone   to   check   it   because   there   are   too   many   people   who   want   to  
speak   and   not   enough   time.   
 
CoS   Platt:   [Reiterates   in   a   “macro   sense.”]   Don’t   think   we   can   vote   on   this   today,   but   think   it’s   an  
important   discussion   talking   about   representation.   SGA   is   supposed   to   be   a   student   admin   liaison,   it  
means   understanding   where   admin   is   coming   from   and   working   with   them   to   create   change.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Think   we   can   use   this   opportunity   to   discuss   this   topic.   Maxie   has   brought   up   a  
problem   that   will   arise   in   the   senate   with   the   change   in   commons.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Agree   with   CoS   Platt   about   not   voting.   We   don’t   have   the   power   to   change   the  
common   system   change,   but   we   should   aim   to   try   and   preserve   what   we   like.   I   think   getting   rid   of   5   reps  
is   not   the   way   to   do   that.   The   time   restriction   in   meetings   is   true,   but   we’re   also   talking   about   that   versus  
him   not   being   here   at   all.   As   much   input   from   the   student   body   as   possible   is   important,   if   we   want   to  
maximize   that,   it   won’t   happen   if   we   get   rid   of   senators.   I   like   how   it   creates   consistency   throughout   all  
four   years.   I   think   we’re   losing   that   with   this   new   system.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   If   trying   to   replace,   think   I’d   like   more   class   senators.   Seems   like   we   have   a   large   body  
on   senate   already,   but   there   is   a   natural   progression   with   class   senators   that   doesn’t   exist   with   commons  
now.   Might   contribute   to   contituity   for   re-election.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   My   possibility   of   running   for   Junior   senator   is   likely,   like   with   what   Gosselin   said.  
If   we   do   something,   it   needs   to   happen   as   soon   as   possible.   Once   hearing   about   CC   maybe   not   having  
voting   power,   if   we   stick   to   12   voting   members,   Vice   President   who   only   votes   if   there   is   a   tie…   Finding  
alternatives   to   keep   it   small.  
 
Senator   Best:   Agree   with   Senator   Scheinfeld.   Think   the   way   the   situation   was   handled   did   not   promote  
unity   for   the   student   government.   A   lot   of   people   on   SGA   weren’t   informed   about   this   commons   system  
change.   A   lot   of   students   came   up   to   me   and   said   they   didn’t   know   this   was   going   to   happen.   We   know  
there   were   issues   that   needed   to   be   solved,   but   the   commons   senators   at   least   felt   they   weren’t   included   in  
the   discussion   of   how   to   solve   these   problems.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   think   those   things   happened   earlier.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   None   of   us   knew   anything.   Decision   was   made   last   weekend,   we   all   found   out   at   the  
same   time.   The   way   that   student   input   showed   with   strongly   disagree   or   disagree.  
 
Senator   Best,   Scheinfeld,   and   Maxie:   That’s   not   true.  



 
Senator   Brady:   I   think   having   more   input   from   people   who   operate   in   different   social   circles   would   be  
great.   Eliminating   5   positions   could   be   detrimental   in   this   respect.   Not   locked   into   a   specific   idea,   but  
maybe   even   adding   a   class   position   could   be   a   solution.  
 
Senator   Salas:   I   think   we   should   stop   focusing   on   removal   of   positions   and   look   at   the   benefit   for   the  
greater   community.   Commons   system   is   evolving,   shifting   from   smaller   affiliations   to   more   general   class  
membership.   Great   we   have   parts   of   the   common’s   system   still   being   implemented.   I   think   it   makes   more  
sense   to   keep   fighting   over   what   this   will   look   like   next   year.   As   ex-Wonnacot   Senator,   I   don’t   think   I   and  
others   really   filled   what   that   position   was   meant   to   be.   If   we’re   concerned   about   that   extra   perspective   that  
we   use   more   avenues   to   see   what   the   general   student   body   is   thinking.   Compared   with   peer   institutions   is  
not   an   apples   to   apples   comparison,   we   should   also   take   in   quality   versus   quantity.   Think   SGA   will  
continue   to   work   fine   without   common   senators.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Two   conversations   are   happening,   structure   at   SGA   and   reaction   to   How   We   Live  
Together.   This   conversation   happened   last   year   and   there   were   opportunities   for   all   students   to   get  
involved.   For   this   initiative,   they   did   a   good   job   of   talking   to   student   body.   Unfair   for   SGA   to   say   we  
weren’t   part   of   this   conversation.   

Structure   of   SGA   is   legitimate   to   talk   about   since   5   positions   will   go   away.   To   create   a   position  
that   mirrors   your   current   positions   is   not   the   way   to   go   about   it.   20%   of   the   student   body   is   not   legitimate.  
Relating   us   to   other   colleges   is   not   apples   to   apples,   they   operate   differently   from   us.   Highly   suggest   a  
better   thing   than   just   5   new   mirrored   positions.  
 
Senator   Smith:   When   you   split   up   a   constituency,   you   aren’t   really   representing   that   constituency.   You  
can’t   just   say   you’re   representing   half   the   freshman   class.   When   the   process   started   last   year,   there   were  
many   community   wide   meetings.   They   responded   really   well   to   the   student   input   last   year   so   I   want   to  
give   credit   where   it   is   deserved.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   See   hands,   but   time   to   wrap   up.   Want   to   come   back   to   this   issue   later   with   an   open  
conversation.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Will   stick   around   after   this   if   commons   senators   want   to   talk   after.  
 

C. Free   Menstrual   and   Safe   Sex   Supplies   in   Underclassmen   Dorms   (1)  
Senator   Finkelstein:   Motion   to   move   bill   to   start   of   meeting.  
 
Seconded.  
 
16-0-0   [Senator   Gosselin   not   present   yet,   bill   is   moved   to   start   of   meeting.]  
 
Alyssa:   [Explains   Bill.]   Basically   already   doing   this   through   partnership   with   Res-Life,   Parton,   and  
facilities.   Just   want   to   pass   a   bill   to   show   SGA   support.   
 



President   Vijayakumar:   Great   model   of   how   groups   work   together   on   campus   before   supporting   a   bill.  
Something   to   put   on   website   to   be   accountable   on   website   and   as   a   landmark.   Sorry   we   got   this   out   late,  
but   this   has   already   been   implemented   and   is   already   working   pretty   well   and   will   be   improved.  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
15-0-1   [Proxy   Lee   abstains.   Voting   commences.]  
 
15-0-1   [Proxy   Lee   abstains.   Bill   is   passed.]  
 
VI. Adjournment  

Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
16-0-1   [Senator   Flores-Clavel   abstains.   Meeting   ends   at   5   PM.]  


