
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    President   Vijayakumar,   Proxy   Sanchez,   Proxy   Lee,   Senator   Velazquez,   Senator  
Finkelstein,   Senator   Smith,   Senator   Gosselin,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Proxy   Lezama,   Senator   Maxie,  
Senator   Heyer,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Gee,   Senator   Salas   (16)  
 
Members   Absent:    Senator   Scheinfeld  
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   11/3/19  
Until   next   week!  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
President   Vijayakumar:   Diversity   Equity   and   Inclusion   had   demystifying   series.   I   had   a   work   shift   during  
the   meeting,   but   there   didn’t   seem   to   be   many   people   in   the   meeting   when   I   was   passing   by.   This   was  
shared   in   the   Slack   and   advertised   on   social   media.   This   was   a   big   topic   of   conversation   and   a   great   tool  
to   use   if   you   ever   experience   some   form   of   micro   aggression.   Most   of   the   students   attending   were   people  
on   that   committee.   They   put   a   lot   of   energy   into   these   events,   and   those   are   moments   where   we   need   to  
show   up   and   support   our   teammates.   If   you   don’t   have   something,   please   try   your   best   to   come   to   these  
events.   

This   is   nothing   new.   Students   often   complain   about   a   lot   of   things   but   don’t   show   up   when   given  
the   opportunity.   You   will   probably   experience,   think   how   you   can   loop   in   your   own   friends   into   these  
kinds   of   things.   This   is   important   in   terms   of   continuity.  
 
[Senators   Salas   and   Gee   arrive.]  
 
CoS   Platt:   Miguel   is   doing   an   amazing   job   with   what   we   want   to   see   in   the   future,   but   it’s   not   good   for   the  
students   to   not   show   up   to   these   events   when   they   complain   about   them.   This   will   only   make   it   harder   for  
SLG   members   in   the   future   if   leadership   doesn’t   even   show   up.  
 

B. Senate  
Senator   Gosselin:   Recreditation   meetings.  
 
Senator   Salas:   LinkdIn   event   went   well,   over   50   people   showed   up.   Thanks   for   marketing.   Last   event   for  
Life   Beyond   Midd   is   this   Tuesday   in   Axinn   229.   Establishing   Healthy   Credit.   Please   market   as   well,   this  
Tuesday   4:30   to   6.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Writing   bill   for   student   ambassador   funding.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Office   hours   with   Sanchez  
 
Proxy   Sanchez:   Had   meeting   about   Thanksgiving   Bill   and   faculty   has   no   problem   but   he   needs   approval  
from   Dean   of   Curriculum   and   registrar.   He   was   told   it   was   not   impossible   but   would   require   work.   Has  
meeting   Tuesday   the   19th.   He   said   he   will   not   give   up   and   keep   pushing   for   this.  



Will   meet   with   facilities   about   adding   more   water   refill   stations   at   8:30   AM   in   Services   Station  
tomorrow.  
 

C. Community   Council  
Proxy   Lezama:   Meeting   tomorrow   so   no   new   updates.   Currently   working   on   presentation   on   dining   hall  
dishes.   Reassessing   that   and   Community   Respect   Standards.  
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   Approved   3   budgets.   Funding   vans   to   Burlington   over   thanksgiving,   bringing   casual  
artists   together,   and   On   Top.   
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Bill   for   Textbook   Information   Pre-Registration  
Senator   Maxie:   Emailed   to   meet   about   some   changes   we   made   to   the   bill.   Haven’t   had   a   meeting   yet   so  
want   to   table.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Suggest   standing   meetings.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Mentioned   that   to   her,   but   she   doesn’t   have   one   with   week   but   she   might   have   one   this  
upcoming   week.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Think   having   a   voice   from   cabinet   and   senate   would   be   good,   if   you   could   also   mention  
advisory   board.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   To   anyone   reaching   out   to   have   meetings,   it’s   useful   to   create   an   agenda   and   send  
it   to   them.   That   way   they’ll   be   prepared   for   the   meeting.   
 
CoS   Platt:   If   you   sent   that   agenda,   you   might   find   there   is   someone   better   suited   to   answer   your   questions.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Seemed   one   of   the   biggest   concerns   was   publishing   the   information   would   deter  
students   from   taking   courses   with   a   high   price.   Will   meeting   clarify?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   That   already   sort   of   exists,   so   when   people   see   that   their   book   is   really   expensive   and  
have   a   long   drop   period,   they   already   experience   that.   Trying   to   make   that   less   of   a   deterrent   providing   a  
long   period   of   time   to   find   better   prices.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Maybe   finding   someone   to   work   with   the   department   if   their   classes   are   so  
expensive.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Someone   mentioned   the   idea   of   books   on   reserve.   That   comes   out   of   a   department’s  
budget,   but   they   have   a   small   budget,   and   sometimes   the   professor   themselves   will   do   it.  
 



President   Vijayakumar:   Did   you   loop   Danny   into   this?   We   are   also   amplifying   MiddCourses   and   thinking  
of   bringing   back   MiddBooks.   There   is   traction   on   this,   but   make   sure   you   incorporate   all   those   moving  
parts.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Part   of   a   larger   part   of   the   conversation.   Our   professors   shouldn’t   be   buying   books   to   put   on  
reserve   and   that   speaks   to   a   library   budgeting   concern.   
 

B. Bill   for   Feb   Senator   Semester   Terms  
Senator   Smith:   [Summarize]   We   were   stuck   on   whether   we   should   hold   an   election   in   Spring   or   Fall   to  
fulfill   an   empty   position.   Before   we   continue,   I   am   worried   if   two   people   run   on   a   ticket,   people   will   just  
run   with   their   friends   who   are   probably   in   a   similar   constituency.   If   we   hold   elections   during   the   spring,  
which   is   when   most   Febs   go   abroad,   it’s   more   likely   a   younger   person   will   run   which   I   think   is   great.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   What   happens   if   two   Feb   senators   both   run   for   fall   semester   and   both   go   abroad   in   spring?  
 
Senator   Smith:   They’d   both   run   in   fall   and   then   in   spring   there’d   be   another   election   for   febs.   It   doesn’t  
have   to   be   baby   Febs   that   run,   and   it’s   unlikely   that   will   happen…  
 
CoS   Connor:   Confused   on   problem   of   baby   Feb   running.   
 
Senator   Smith:   I   think   concern   is   naivete   or   not   knowing   what’s   going   on.   But   you’re   right   that   first   years  
do   run   and   they   do   great.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   I   get   what   Smith   is   saying.   Feb   has   lots   of   different   grades   in   it   and   they   aren’t  
necessarily   comparable   to   first   years   who   are   only   with   first   years.   
 
CoS   Platt:   First   years   are   doing   a   great   job,   Sanchez   wrote   a   whole   script.   I   don’t   think   it’s   much   an  
experience   problem   than   a   representation   problem.   Maybe   write   in   having   upper   and   lower   classmen  
representation   into   the   bill.  
 
Senator   Smith:   Since   there   are   two   Feb   positions   with   identical   roles,   one   could   be   open   to   year   and   the  
other   a   semester   role.   Then   if   you   weren’t   going   abroad   you   could   run   for   the   year   long   position.   That  
could   solve   the   continuity   problem.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Any   Feb   from   any   year   could   be   a   senator,   so   a   baby   Feb   and   a   Senior   would   have  
different   experiences.   What   if   we   distinguish   that   one   Feb   is   underclassmen   (lower   class   lol)   and   one   is  
upperclassmen.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Understand   both   sentiments.   Those   solutions   try   to   get   at   representation   problem,  
which   I’m   averse   to   restricting   who   can   run.   This   is   a   moment   where   we   want   to   expand   who   can   run.   It’s  
an   issue   of   where   we   aren’t   representing   enough,   and   I   don’t   think   it’s   our   job   to   create   rules   to   try   and   be  
more   representative.   
 



Senator   Lyons:   I   agree.  
 
Senator   Smith:   There   are   only   400   or   so   Febs   on   the   entire   campus   which   is   less   than   any   class   senator  
represents.   It’s   a   tangible   amount   of   people   you   can   connect   with.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Once   you   send   enough   emails,   people   start   to   recognize   your   name.   
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
15-0-1   [Proxy   Lee   abstains.   Voting   commences.]  
 
13-0-3   [Proxy   Best,   Senator   Gosselin,   and   Proxy   Lee   abstain.   The   bill   is   passed.]  
 

V. New   Business  
A. New   York   Times   Subscription   and   Budget   Approval  

Treasurer   Cho:   Director   of   Institutional   Affairs   proposed   that   we   pay   for   NYT   Subscription.   Committee  
decided   to   fund   only   the   digital   subscription,   this   includes   2,982   authorized   users   at   the   price   of   $18,824  
which   would   start   on   December   1   and   continue   for   a   year.   The   idea   was   that   the   SGA   would   fund   this   for  
the   first   year.   Then   moving   forward   we   wanted   the   library   to   fund   this   moving   forward.   We   aren’t   sure  
how   this   will   move   forward,   but   we   think   we   have   a   good   argument   when   comparing   ourselves   to   peer  
institutions.   Faculty   and   staff   are   also   partially   covered   by   this.   Because   this   is   over   $10,000,   we   require  
senate   vote.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Let’s   say   they   don’t   want   to   pay   for   this,   do   we   just   fund   for   one   year?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Technically,   you   guys   vote   on   this   in   the   SGA   budget   next   year   as   line   item.   We   can   afford  
it.   It’s   up   to   us   whether   we   fund   it   or   not.   NYT   is   something   a   college   should   have.   We   should   all   have  
access   to   a   reputable   news   source   without   screenshots   or   paying   out   of   pocket.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   What   was   conversation   about   this   in   Finance   Committee,   serious   objections?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   None   with   digital   copy.   We   used   to   be   really   conservative.   We   were   all   pissed   the   school  
wouldn’t   fund   it.   If   we   don’t   fund   it   this   year,   the   school   won’t   fund   it   and   they   probably   won’t   think  
about   funding   it   next   year.   We   attached   two   conditions   that   next   year   we   want   to   look   at   usage   data.   

Paper   copies   were   evenly   split,   weren’t   entirely   sure   what   we   wanted   to   do.   But   the   paper   copies  
cost   an   additional   $9,000   and   there   were   other   reasons   we   decided   not   to   fund.  
 
Senator   Lyons:   I   tried   to   access   through   the   college’s   subscription,   will   you   have   to   input   a   24   hour   code  
again?  
 



Treasurer   Cho:   I   don’t   think   it’s   the   same.   They   shifted   to   a   different   college   subscription   model   which   is  
why   it’s   more   expensive,   but   I   think   it’s   unlimited   access   now.   
 
Senator   Brady:   Can   you   access   crosswords   online?  
 
CoS   Platt:   Good   SGA   opportunity.   To   promote   this   we   find   out   a   way   to   get   access   to   the   puzzle   and   then  
copy   that   and   distribute.   That   could   be   a   way   to   show   we   care   about   this.   Not   sure   about   logistics   but   I  
think   people   would   be   excited.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Was   this   best   price   we   could   get?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   asked   that   when   they   came   to   the   committee   if   they   looked   at   other   papers.   The  
committee   said   even   if   we   shopped   around,   would   we   consider   buying   the   other   subscriptions?   No.   NYT  
looks   at   your   endowment   and   enrollment   to   calculate   a   price   for   you.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   By   December   1   we’d   have   digital   access.   Is   there   general   timeline   as   to   rallying  
for   higher   ups?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes,   that   process   starts   at   the   end   of   December   and   ends   around   mid   January.   We   need   to  
get   it   on   their   agenda   before   Winter   Break   so   it’ll   be   on   J-term   budget.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   Can   someone   put   together   something   we   can   send   out   to   students   on   how   to   access   this?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Absolutely.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Looping   in   faculty   might   be   useful.   Would   be   good   for   people   like   my   professor  
who’s   in   love   with   the   NYT   and   loves   spamming   us   with   us.   A   lot   of   professors   hold   off   from   suggesting  
these   articles   because   some   people   can’t   access.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Did   peer   institutions   also   have   NYT   or   did   most   of   them   also   have   other   sources?   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Can’t   answer   directly,   most   places   have   other   resources.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Feasible   for   Cho   to   write   something   out   and   we   send   it   out   through   the   school  
email   to   send   to   students   and   faculty.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Good   promotion   at   journal,   $1   for   12   weeks.   Maybe   we   could   advertise   that   too.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Good   point   about   balanced   news   sources.   Start   with   the   times   but   have   a   goal   of  
expansion.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Maybe   start   high   in   negotiation   process.  
 



Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  
 
15-0-1   [Proxy   Lee   abstains.   Voting   commences.]  
 
14-0-2   [Proxies   Lee   and   Lezama   abstain.   The   bill   is   passed.]  
 

B. Resolution   in   Support   of   Shift   Towards   Ethical   Infesting   of   Middlebury’s  
Endowment  

Senator   Finkelstein:   Talked   to   Elisa   who   talked   to   David   who   had   some   real   concerns   about   divesting  
from   weapons   manufacturing.   Many   of   them   made   a   lot   of   sense   to   me.   Concern   of   snowballing   effect   of  
divestment   which   could   be   destabilizing.   A   lot   of   political   process   to   be   made.   Referendum   doesn’t   make  
sense   if   no   traction   from   administration.   Maybe   see   this   as   an   opportunity   to   look   at   these   locked  
investments   and   see   why   it’s   important   to   invest   ethically.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Who   determines   what   ethical   means?  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Tried   to   tie   it   to   the   school’s   mission.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Mission   is   pretty   vague   and   goes   case   by   case   sometimes.   Could   fall   through   the  
cracks.   Could   be   more   tied   into   what   the   SLSEA   does,   they   have   a   public   statement.   Opportunity   to  
discuss   what   ethical   means.  
 
[Senator   Lee   arrives.]  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   If   I   could   include   specific   things   that   would   be   positive   investments   or   qualities…  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   B   Corporations…   Mescoma   Bank,   environmentally   friendly.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   [Reads   out   Google   search.]  
 
CoS   Platt:   Difficult   conversation.   A   good   investment   could   be   one   where   you   make   a   lot   of   money,   and  
I’m   not   sure   where   B   Corp   stand   in   terms   of   that.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Do   students   have   access   to   a   list   of   what   we’re   investing   in?   It   feels   so   far   away   on  
purpose.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Proprietary   information   because   we’re   in   competition   with   other   colleges   like   Williams  
and   Amherst.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   They   publish   news   release   every   year.   They   talk   about   performance   but   there   aren’t  
details.  



 
Senator   Velazquez:   What   did   you   search?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Middlebury   Investure.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Seems   the   information   has   been   all   we   get   and   we   don’t   get   any   more.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   On   the   website   where   they   discuss   the   Endowment,   they   have   a   link   called   Sustainable  
Investing   where   they   say   they   have   a   committee   on   Sustainable   Investing.   It   says   they   also   have   an  
advisory   committee   with   a   statement   about   investing   in   the   Vermont   community.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Please   put   link   in   slack   and   send   this   to   Elisa.   I   feel   a   lot   of   this   might   happen  
through   her.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Did   you   talk   directly   with   her?   I   think   she’s   very   passionate   if   you   could   do   that.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Looking   at   the   link,   and   I   want   to   know   who   composes   the   Advisory   Committee   for  
Social   and   Responsible   Investment   and   it   says   there’s   a   Student,   Staff,   Faculty,   and   Alumni   Group.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   When   Will   Dowling   was   liaison,   we   got   a   report   on   endowment.   Believe   there   was   a  
report   on   that.   I   know   Elisa   has   that,   but   I’m   not   sure   if   she   can   share   that.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   His   general   report   should   be   in   our   archives.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Student   Staff   and   Faculty   might   be   something   done   through   Community   Council…  
Maybe   you   can   talk   about   that   in   Council   tomorrow.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Found   the   Advisory   Committee’s   charter,   they   talk   about   their   goal   being  
Middlebury’s   ethical   principles.   They   screen   companies   that   violate   Midd’s   principles,   so   it   looks   like   we  
have   some.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Good   idea   to   reach   out   to   Associate   President   for   _________?  
 
VI. Adjournment  

Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
16-0-0   [All   in   favor.   Meeting   ends   at   3:53   PM.]  


