
I. Attendance  
Members   Present:    Proxy   Vijayakumar,   Proxy   Heyer,   Proxy   Lezama,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Gosselin,  
Senator   Lee,   Senator   Lyons,   Senator   Gee,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator   Finkelstein,   Senator   Smith,  
Senator   Brady,   Senator   Scheinfeld,   Senator   Best,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator   Velazquez  
(17)  
 
Members   Absent:    No   members   absent.  
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   10/27/19  
Motion.  
 
Seconded.  
 
16-0-0   [The   minutes   are   passed.]  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   really   miss   Grace.   ( <3 )   
 
Senator   Gee:   Are   we   allowed   to   start   without   her   taking   notes?  
 
Proxy   Vijayakumar:   She’s   not   coming,   so   we   have   a   recording   and   she’ll   write   the   minutes   based   off   of  
that.   ( #skill? )  
 
III. Announcements   &   Updates  

A. Executive   Board  
Proxy   Vijayakumar:   You   should   have   all   received   an   email   about   the   accreditation   meeting.   There   is   a  
session   on   the   same   Tuesday   from   12   to   12:50   with   a   signup   link   through   an   email   titled   “Accreditation  
Comprehensive   Evaluation.”   Thanks   for   everyone   who   is   getting   involved.   

We   want   to   emphasize   that   you   should   be   working   on   tangible   projects.   You   were   all   elected   for   a  
reason   and   please   be   the   best   representative   you   could   possibly   be.   Please   try   to   make   tangible   progress  
on   smaller   items   and   continue   to   fight   ideological   battles.   

We   heard   there   might   be   a   misconception   that   people   who   are   both   senators   and   part   of   cabinet  
committees   don’t   have   to   go   to   those   meetings.   If   you   are   part   of   those   committees,   please   try   to   make   it  
to   those   meetings.   
 
[Senator   Scheinfeld   arrives.]  
 

B. Senate  
Senator   Smith:   I’m   going   to   talk   about   a   bill   later   on.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   I’m   going   to   talk   about   a   little   later.  
 
Senator   Best:   Had   a   good   conversation   with   CoS   Platt   after   the   meeting   last   week.   I’ve   been   thinking   that  
we   should   get   involved   in   what   Laurie   Patton   said   in   an   email   regarding   free   speech.  



 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   I   touched   with   Co-Chair   Lezama   on   some   things   we   touched   upon   last   weekend.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Talking   to   a   lot   of   people   about   their   class   and   the   commons   system.   Was   the   change   with  
the   napkins   in   the   dining   halls   an   SGA   thing?  
 
Senator   Gee:   I   asked   about   it   and   the   Dining   Staff   never   got   back   about   it.   Brenna   is   doing   investigating  
on   her   next   meeting   with   them.   It   has   nothing   to   do   with   SGA.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Was   the   Environmental   Group   (SNEG)   involved?  
 
Senator   Gee:   I   don’t   know.  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   I   had   my   meeting   about   the   Thanksgiving   Bill   and   it   went   pretty   well.   She   said   that   the  
faculty   will   have   nothing   against   it,   that   my   arguments   were   pretty   solid.   She   sent   an   email   to   the   Dean   of  
Curriculum   and   CCed   me,   so   we   will   probably   hear   from   them   by   tomorrow.   I’m   going   to   ask   to   meet  
with   them   or   move   along   to   the   next   person   I   need   to   speak   to.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   What   would   happen   to   those   two   days?  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   It   really   depends   on   the   Calendar   Committee   because   there   are   Language   Schools   and  
we   talked   about   adding   two   days   before   the   academic   year.   The   only   reason   those   two   days   are   important  
now   is   that   it   makes   us   a   semester   system.   By   moving   it   back   it   would   still   make   a   new   week,   so   we  
would   be   completely   fine.   It’s   just   about   realignment.   
 
CoS   Platt:   I   think   we   can   all   agree   that’s   a   great   idea   for   many   different   reasons.   If   there   are   roadblocks,  
ave   you   thought   about   how   you   might   gauge   the   student   interest   to   back   up   your   argument?  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   The   bill   already   has   numbers.   It   talks   about   how   many   students   skip   class,   how   many  
professors   cancel   class,   and   how   many   people   want   to   go   home   but   can’t   financially.   
 
Senator   Velazquez:   I’m   still   working   on   the   Out   of   Darkness   Walks.   I   want   this   group   to   know   it’s   a  
feasible   plan   and   I’m   very   committed   to   working   on   it.   From   my   meetings   we   discussed   how   this   is   a  
conversation   every   college   is   having   right   now,   and   if   having   this   walk   could   save   one   person’s   life,   then  
this   is   an   effort   worth   continuing   to   support.   I   urge   this   group   to   reach   out   to   me   if   you   are   interested   in  
supporting   this.   We’ll   start   planning   in   December   and   Robert   Muller   offered   my   resources   to   national  
statistics   and   emphasized   the   part   of   story-telling.   We’re   going   to   try   to   work   with   Mental   Health  
Monologues   as   a   platform.   

I   have   reached   out   to   the   Institutional   Diversity,   Equity,   and   Inclusion   Committee   to   try   and   work  
on   getting   some   leadership   workshops.  

 



CoS   Platt:   Really   excited   you   reached   out   to   cabinet   committees   and   that   collaboration   seems   to   be  
useful.   Is   the   walk   a   single   event?   Could   you   tell   us   how   you   envision   that   so   we   know   how   to   support  
you?  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   There   are   a   lot   of   different   steps   that   lead   up   to   it.   There   will   be   a   pre-planning,   the  
actual   day   of   the   walk,   and   then   post-planning.   This   is   trying   to   ingrain   this   into   Middlebury   so   we   have  
an   annual   event   that   people   can   look   forward   to   in   April.   I   mentioned   before   these   Honor   Wreaths   that  
people   would   wear,   and   they   would   represent   someone   you   lost   or   something.   That   way   everyone   walks  
like   that   all   around   the   campus.   We’re   trying   to   figure   out   details   by   December   but   now   it’s   just   seeing  
who’s   interested.   
 
Senator   Gee:   Met   with   the   Director   of   External   Affairs   about   Middlebury   Babysitting.   We   had   a   lot   of  
institutional   roadblocks   so   we’re   going   to   meet   with   Samantha   Flint   from   SEO   and   table   that   for   now.   

Started   working   with   cabinet   directors   on   the   Thrive   Guide   that   we’re   going   to   incorporate   with  
SGA.   

Trying   to   explore   free   nicotine   patches   with   Maria   from   Health   &   Wellness   Committee.   Parton  
has   dodged   us   and   said   they   won’t   peak   to   us   until   after   November   11th.   We’re   going   to   meet   with   Kevin  
again   and   see   if   there   is   something   we   can   do   on   the   side.   The   hope   is   we   institutionalize   it   through   Parton  
so   it’s   one   less   step   students   have   to   take   to   get   involved.  

Student   Ambassadors   is   going   to   fully   open   in   the   spring.   We’re   trying   to   get   funding   so   people  
aren’t   doing   this   as   unpaid   labor.   If   anyone   has   suggestions   about   where   to   get   funding,   I   would   love   to  
hear   about   that.   Right   now   Admissions   is   not   willing   to   fund   it.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Senator   Gee   and   I   started   the   Search   for   Sophomore   Committee.   I’ve   been   looking  
at   what   other   initiatives   I   want   to   work   on,   along   with   President   Vijayakumar’s   reminder   of   having  
tangible   projects   in   the   present.   
 
Senator   Lee:   I’ve   been   hearing   from   a   lot   of   people   how   there   is   lack   of   food   diversity   and   how   it’s   not  
affordable   for   many   people   to   dine   in   town.   I’ve   been   talking   with   a   professor   and   he   suggested   getting   a  
food   truck.   I   saw   the   email   about   the   funding   opportunities   from   the   Office   of   the   Provost   and   if   I   submit  
the   application   I   can   earn   money   for   this   truck.   The   professor   suggested   I   make   a   team   to   work   on   this  
idea   and   submit   the   application   in   February.   The   money   won’t   pay   for   the   students,   but   it   will   pay   for  
experimenting.   
 
CoS   Connor:   I   think   you   should   talk   to   some   cabinet   members   who   are   also   getting   food   trucks   at  
sporting   events.   
 
CoS   Platt:   This   has   come   up   a   lot   in   Cabinet.   There   is   a   committee   specifically   dedicated   to   Dining  
Services   who   you   might   be   able   to   talk   to.   Religious   and   Spiritual   Life   has   also   been   working   on   food  
issues.   
 



Senator   Lyons:   Met   with   Laurie   during   open   office   hours.   I   talked   to   her   about   the   relationship   between  
students   and   the   SLG   and   how   that   can   be   improved.   She   pointed   me   to   the   Head   of   Communications   so  
I’m   going   to   work   with   him   on   different   ways   that   SLG   can   connect   with   students.   
 
Senator   Salas:   Submitted   grant   proposal   for   the   barbershop   initiative.   The   first   event   for   the   Beyond  
Middlebury   Campaign   went   well.   It   would   be   helpful   if   you   guys   could   spread   the   word   about   the  
LinkdIn   photo   booth   this   Tuesday   between   4:30   and   6   at   the   CCI.   I’m   still   struggling   to   find   a   white  
background,   so   if   anyone   has   access   to   that,   let   me   know.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Last   week   I   met   with   Baishakhi   Taylor’s   advisory   group   and   we   talked   about   who  
should   get   ________.   It   looks   like   the   Newman   Club   is   going   to   start   using   it,   but   Baishakhi   wanted   me   to  
ask   if   anyone   had   other   ideas.   Newman   Club   is   the   Catholic   Students’   Organization.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Do   you   know   who   owns   it   now?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   It’s   empty   right   now.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   live   in   Meeker   and   I   can’t   access   it.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   think   that’s   because   it’s   empty.   I   didn’t   get   specific   details,   she   just   said   no   one   is  
using   it   and   they   want   someone   to   start   using   it.   
 
Treasurer   Cho:   The   Religious   Life   Committee   Chair   said   that   it’s   been   decided   that   the   Religious   Life  
Groups   will   take   that   space.   
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Yeah,   Baishakhi   was   not   that   clear.   I   met   with   her   on   Wednesday   though.   
 
CoS   Platt:   I   also   met   with   the   Head   of   the   Religious   Life   Team   and   said   the   Christian   Groups   were   going  
to   share   that   space.   I   believe   MSA   and   Hillel   have   defined   spaces,   but   the   Christian   Groups   didn’t.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   met   with   some   people   from   the   CCI   and   Financial   Services   Office   to   talk   about  
Winter   Term   Tuition.   They’re   very   set   in   having   everyone   pay   for   the   full   year.   Right   now   you   pay   for  
Fall   term   and   Spring   term   tuition   and   it   costs   the   same,   but   the   Winter   term   cost   is   associated   with   the   Fall  
term.   That   feels   unclear   to   me.   Right   now   you   only   need   to   do   2/4   Winter   terms   on   campus,   in   my   opinion  
you   should   be   refunded   for   that   time   if   you   aren’t   on   campus.   They   were   sure   that   they   wouldn’t   be   able  
to   change   tuition.   I   think   we   do   need   to   be   clear   to   the   students   that   Winter   term   is   being   paid   for   no  
matter   what.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Who   did   you   meet   with?   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Kim   Downsburns   and   two   people   from   the   CCI.  
 



Senator   Gosselin:   I   feel   one   reason   it   might   be   a   little   difficult   for   them   to   have   that   conversation   is  
because   the   Board   of   Trustees   or   the   Board   of   Overseers   are   the   ones   who   set   tuition   every   year.   In   order  
to   have   that   conversation,   they’d   have   to   go   straight   to   the   top.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Kim   had   gotten   some   information   and   historically   students   had   been   required   to   do  
all   four   winter   terms.   The   change   to   two   is   only   recent,   but   I   feel   like   there   is   a   lack   of   transparency   on  
their   part.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   wanted   to   draw   some   attention   to   some   articles   that   were   published   in   The   Campus.  
One   was   written   by   President   Vijayakumar   about   what   it   feels   like   to   be   a   woman   in   a   leadership   role   on  
this   campus.   I   think   everyone   should   read   it,   but   it’s   very   carefully   written   and   we   all   owe   it   to   her   to  
stand   up   for   her   wherever   we   can.   

There   is   another   article   about   wages,   one   about   the   staff…   Has   anyone   engaged   with   this   issue?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   This   has   been   a   complaint   for   some   years.   As   financials   have   been   getting   worse,   aspects  
of   how   certain   individuals   are   getting   paid   and   for   people   to   retire   at   the   end   of   last   year,   I   guess   there   is  
also   a   new   insurance   plan   which   causes   people   to   almost   be   underinsured.   
 
Senator   Velazquez:   I   read   the   Dining   Hall   article   and   spoke   to   a   lot   of   people   and   a   lot   of   people   talked  
about   not   being   paid   enough   and   having   to   take   on   more   shifts   than   they   wanted   to   and   the   level   of  
disrespect   they   feel.   One   person   told   me   that   he   had   to   work   in   facilities   because   they   switched   him  
between   departments   as   they   needed.   
 
Proxy   Lezama:   I’m   not   sure   it’s   on   the   agenda   for   the   next   council   meeting,   but   it   is   something   that  
Co-Chair   Lezama   talked   to   me   about.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Maybe   you   could   suggest   it.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   talked   to   a   lot   of   my   professors   about   this   and   apparently   this   has   been   a   long   term   issue  
that   a   lot   of   faculty   and   staff   have   been   aware   of   their   entire   time   here.   The   reason   this   is   only   coming   up  
now   is   because   students   are   far   more   disrespectful   than   they   ever   have   been   before.   Middlebury   has  
gotten   away   with   low   wages   before   because   of   the   reputation   of   having   “good   kids.”   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   I   think   we   need   to   realize   that   this   is   one   of   the   most   expensive   schools   in   the  
country,   and   the   fact   that   we   can’t   pay   our   people   enough   makes   no   sense.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   wrote   a   piece   last   May   about   wages   and   how   the   staff   felt.   I’ve   realized   it’s   a   complex  
fixture,   and   there   isn’t   a   unified   staff/faculty   voice   about   unionization   or   the   wages.   A   lot   of   the   facilities  
staff   say   that   the   benefits   from   the   college   can’t   relate   to   what   they   can   get   anywhere   out   here.   I   think   we  
should   focus   on   what   we   can   do   as   students,   but   we   also   can’t   speak   on   behalf   of   staff.   We   need   to  
understand   the   issues   and   try   not   to   paint   everything   with   a   broad   brush.   Administration   does   have   some  
legitimate   concerns.  
 



Senator   Gosselin:   Something   similar   happened   around   5   to   6   years   ago.   CC   sponsored   a   town   meeting,  
that’s   something   we   can   do,   but   it   would   take   a   lot   of   effort.   
 

C. Community   Council  
Proxy   Lezama:   We   spoke   about   the   Commons   System.   We   spoke   about   the   central   ResLife   Office   and   the  
Transition   Plan   where   there   will   be   different   parts   of   the   plan   rolling   out   over   the   next   two   years.   They’re  
also   going   to   have   reviews   of   how   things   are   working.   A   lot   of   the   ResLife   Staff   wants   to   work   on  
transitioning   from   Middlebury   being   crisis   reaction   to   proactive   intervention.   We   also   talked   about   better  
integration   for   Febs   and   transfer   students.   They   want   to   do   a   specialty   housing   review   this   year.   There   are  
a   lot   of   lounges   that   aren’t   actually   lounges   or   facilitating   community.   We’re   going   to   continue   this  
conversation   next   meeting   and   talking   about   Atwater   Commons   and   vandals   and   the   history   of  
disrespecting   campus   space,   including   dining   hall   dishes.   
 

D. Finance   Committee  
Treasurer   Cho:   We   passed   two   budgets.   The   big   budget   was   the   SGA   Institutional   Affairs   Committee   that  
came   back   with   a   request   to   pay   for   the   New   York   Times.   The   committee   voted   to   give   digital   access  
($18,800)   which   I’ll   have   to   bring   to   the   Senate   for   a   vote.   We   haven’t   voted   on   paper   copies   yet,   so   I’ll  
bring   it   next   week.  
 

E. Public   Comment   Time  
 
 
IV. Old   Business  

A. Discussion   and   Recap,   Changes   to   Commons   System   and   the   Structure   of   SGA  
Senator   Finkelstein:   Just   have   a   broad   discussion,   we   have   lots   of   time   to   talk   about   this.  
 
Senator   Best:   I   want   to   thank   CoS   Platt   and   Senator   Gosselin   again.   I   have   changed   my   thinking   on   the  
matter.   I   commend   Administration   with   how   they   reached   out   to   the   students.   I   guess   I   was   frustrated   last  
week   because   there   were   some   parts   of   the   report   that   I   didn’t   know   where   they   were   going.   

I   think   President   Vijayakumar’s   point   about   having   less   people   makes   sense,   it’s   more   efficient  
and   more   competitive.   
 
CoS   Platt:   This   is   an   exciting   opportunity   to   take   what   we   think   works   with   SGA,   and   bring   it   in   to   our  
new   structure   as   the   student   population   break   down   changes.   I   agree   with   Senator   Best,   there   is   an  
argument   to   be   made   to   reduce   the   number   of   senators,   increasing   competition,   and   increasing  
accountability.   Senator   Scheinfeld   brought   up   the   good   point   that   if   there   are   fewer   senators,   and   as  
senators   do   tend   to   get   reelected,   will   that   make   it   the   same   people   for   four   consecutive   years.  
 
Senator   Best:   I   also   meant   to   apologize   if   my   remarks   got   too   heated   last   week.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   I   feel   that   this   conversation   boils   down   to   we   aren’t   doing   anything   drastic.  
Decreasing   senators   puts   more   burden   on   the   senators,   and   I’m   thinking   of   the   reality   of   that   maybe   being  



too   much.   What   if   we   added   a   third   class   senator,   kept   the   Co-Chair   as   a   non-voting   member,   and   then  
added   some   sort   of   ResLife   staff   to   hear   the   complaints   regarding   where   people   live?   
 
[Death   of   a   Bachelor   plays   in   the   background.]  
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   I   agree   with   Senator   Flores-Clavel.   I   think   decreasing   the   senators   does   have   some  
valid   points,   but   it   also   loses   so   much   student   input   which   is   what   we’re   supposed   to   represent.   It’s   so  
much   harder   for   two   class   senators   to   represent   half   of   their   class,   especially   if   they   happened   to   live   on  
the   same   half   of   the   campus.   Maybe   we   don’t   need   another   senator   position,   but   maybe   someone   who  
works   with   the   dean.  
 
CoS   Connor:   [Addressing   Senator   Flores-Clavel]   I   agree,   but   I   think   the   framing   could   be   different.   I  
understand   what   you   mean   by   placing   a   burden   on   the   senators,   but   it   is   the   responsibility   of   the   senators  
to   communicate   with   their   constituencies   which   means   gathering   as   many   perspectives   as   possible.   It   will  
be   difficult   at   first,   but   it’s   part   of   the   job.  
 
Senator   Gee:   I   think   Cabinet   deserves   a   lot   more   legitimacy   than   they   get.   Historically,   Senate   and  
Cabinet   have   been   separate,   but   with   the   stress   on   collaboration   I   think   a   model   that   combined   the   two   to  
have   them   in   each   others’   meetings   would   be   effective.   I   think   it’s   time   that   Cabinet   gets   involved   in  
Senate,   because   they   do   a   lot   of   extremely   important   work   that   a   lot   of   us   couldn’t   do   without   them.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   agree   with   Senator   Gee.   I   think   the   idea   of   changing   the   system   needs   to   find   a   balance,  
and   I   don’t   think   this   is   the   best   opportunity   to   do   that,   but   I’m   not   sure   when   another   opportunity   would  
come.   

Having   the   crossover   between   Senate   and   Cabinet   would   be   really   helpful   in   finding   a   happy  
medium   between   the   two.   I   don’t   know   if   it’s   something   we   want   to   do   this   year,   but   maybe   we   should  
work   towards   it.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   There   are   ways   to   represent   the   student   body   without   having   elected   positions.   There   are   a  
lot   of   voices   in   Cabinet   that   come   from   diverse   parts   of   Middlebury,   but   each   class   is   supposed   to   have   a  
committee.   Maybe   for   those   committees   we   could   say   that   there   has   to   be   a   certain   number   of   people  
from   each   cluster   on   campus.   I   understand   Senator   Maxie’s   concern   about   a   possibly   slippery   slope,   but   if  
the   SGA   ever   narrowed   down   to   one   senator   per   class   year,   I   think   they   would   do   that   for   a   reason.   I   trust  
this   body.   
 
CoS   Platt:   Senator   Scheinfeld   brought   up   an   interesting   point.   For   ResLife   people,   would   there   be   a   way  
to   build   a   new   position   so   that   someone   who’s   already   involved   in   ResLife   could   serve   as   a   liaison   to   the  
SGA?  
 
CoS   Connor:   They   are   considering   a   position   in   ResLife   that   would   be   like   a   Head   RA.   It   would   be  
someone   experienced   in   ResLife   who   is   overseeing   the   other   RAs   or   FYCs,   so   that   could   be   a  
responsibility   of   them.   
 



CoS   Platt:   I   want   to   address   Senator   Maxie’s   point,   no   one   is   trying   to   diminish   student   voice,   but   do   we  
think   this   current   system   is   as   accountable   and   seen   as   legitimate   by   as   many   students   as   we   would   like?   
 

B. Bill   for   Textbook   Information   Pre-Registration  
Senator   Maxie:   Students   are   supposed   to   know   what   textbooks   are   required   for   a   class   before   registering  
for   classes.   This   is   just   so   students   can   financially   plan   what   classes   they   take.   MBS   provides   prices,   but  
they   aren’t   always   the   best,   and   it’s   unclear   whether   we   need   to   buy   the   physical   textbook   or   something  
small   that   comes   with   the   textbook.   I   got   a   lot   of   supportive   feedback.   
 
Senator   Velazquez:   Why   wasn’t   this   done   before?   Was   there   any   reasoning   before   that?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   No,   it   just   sort   of   didn’t   happen   and   then   it   was   never   corrected.   
 
Proxy   Vijayakumar:   

- Could   you   clarify   the   last   whereas   clause?  
- This   is   something   that   was   asked   for   in   the   past   and   it   was   difficult   to   achieve,   suggest   to   go  

about   it   in   a   non-confrontational   way.  
- Emphasize   how   using   the   Pads,   Tampons,   and   Condoms   Bill   as   an   example   of   how   it   might   be  

easier   to   collaborate   with   different   groups.  
- How   is   the   bill   coordinating   with   the   initiative   of   getting   departments   to   cover   the   costs   of  

specific   programs/books?  
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   haven’t   heard   anything   about   covering   the   costs.   The   only   person   I   talked   to   about   this  
was   Madison.   I   asked   her   if   there   was   anyone   else   I   should   reach   out   to   SGA.   She   gave   me   one   edit   and  
mentioned   that   this   has   been   done   before   which   is   why   they   switched   the   MBS,   but   it’s   still   not   early  
enough.   
 
Senator   Velazquez:   The   last   point   was   interesting,   I   wonder   if   students   can   see   textbook   price,   would   that  
prevent   them   from   certain   classes?   Maybe   we   could   have   a   resource   database   where   students   see   that  
information,   and   then   know   where   they   can   the   least   expensive   textbooks   so   they   can   still   take   those  
opportunities.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   agree   and   that   came   up   with   the   resource   catalogue,   but   that’s   what   MBS   was   supposed  
to   be,   but   that   didn’t   actualize   that   goal   either.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   There   should   be   a   section   in   MiddCourses   where   students   say   what   books   are  
recommended   but   not   actually   necessary.  
 
CoS   Platt:   The   revamping   of   MiddCourses   is   an   active   conversation   on   Cabinet.   Maybe   if   you   could   talk  
to   Danny.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   think   I   was   talking   about   how   MBS   was   supposed   to   be   the   solution,   but   that   didn’t  
happen,   which   is   why   I   included   the   second   whereas   clause.  



 
CoS   Connor:   Please   talk   to   Danny   who   is   currently   revamping   MiddCourses.  
 
Senator   Gee:   We’ve   also   been   talking   about   how   MiddCourses   could   be   incorporated   with   the   Thrive  
Guide.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   I   think   you   should   also   consider   sometimes   professors   don’t   talk   about   the   cost   of  
these   classes   until   the   students   are   in   the   class.   One   example   was   a   Posse   scholar   who   had   to   travel   to  
Turkey   for   their   film   class,   but   none   of   that   was   told   to   the   student   beforehand.   Thankfully   Posse   paid   for  
him,   but   things   along   this   line   are   troubling   and   need   to   be   mentioned.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   The   biggest   complaint   I’ve   heard   about   the   new   system   from   professors   is   that  
sometimes   this   allows   students   to   buy   different   editions   from   what   the   professors   require.   I   don’t   know  
how   to   fix   it,   but   I   wanted   to   bring   it   up.  
 
Senator   Velazquez:   I’m   wondering   if   this   could   include   art   supplies   too,   because   I   realized   the   cost   of  
supplies   for   those   classes   are   not   included   and   I   didn’t   realize   that.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Could   we   add   that   as   a   friendly   amendment,   to   include   supplies   for   classes?   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   think   we   should   circle   back   to   this   next   week.   We   want   to   make   sure   this  
information   doesn’t   deter   students   from   taking   a   class,   and   I   want   it   to   be   clear   that   other   options   that  
would   allow   a   student   to   take   the   class   would   be   provided.  
 
Senator   Best:   I   was   thinking   that   too.   
 
CoS:   Good   opportunity   to   draw   attention   to   how   certain   students   are   funneled   to   taking   certain   kinds   of  
classes   and   this   could   bring   up   a   great   conversation.   This   is   a   tangible   way   to   point   out   how   certain   people  
are   being   excluded   from   certain   classes   and   majors.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Could   help   departments   be   more   reflective   as   well.  
 
Tabled.  
 

V. New   Business  
A. Bill   for   Feb   Senator   Semester   Terms  

Senator   Smith:   To   run   for   Feb   Senator,   you   have   to   run   for   the   full   year.   A   lot   of   Febs   who   are   juniors   or  
seniors   go   abroad   either   of   those   years.   If   you   are   going   abroad   for   a   semester,   then   you   can’t   be   on   SGA  
for   the   entire   year.   I   looked   at   the   Junior   Senator   position   which   can   be   run   on   a   semester   basis.   This   bill  
is   trying   to   equalize   that.   If   this   leaves   a   vacant   spot   in   the   Senate,   then   holding   a   special   election   for   the  
next   election   cycle.   
 



Senator   Gosselin:   We   just   talked   about   restructuring   SGA   in   a   more   general   way,   do   we   want   to   pass   this  
for   the   next   election   or   is   this   more   for   an   “if”   sort   of   future?  
 
Senator   Smith:   It   could   be   for   the   future.   Personally,   I’m   going   abroad   and   would   love   to   run   next   year  
but   I   mean...   (lol)   
 
Senator   Lyons:   I   don’t   know   how   the   Feb   Senator   position   differs   in   interaction   with   people,   but   do   you  
think   having   a   discrepancy   between   ¾   years   of   running   is   important?   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I’m   in   favor   of   year   long   terms   because   I   was   so   confused   my   first   semester   and   was  
able   to   get   actually   involved   in   my   second   semester.   I   think   Senate   strength   comes   from   continuity.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   agree.   My   intention   is   to   only   have   Febs   who   are   going   abroad   run   on   the   semester   basis  
so   it   doesn’t   become   too   choppy.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   If   this   bill   was   passed,   then   while   you   were   running   would   you   put   how   long   the   term  
is   that   you’re   running   for?   
 
Senator   Smith:   Yes.  
 
Senator   Brady:   Elections   are   now   in   February.   This   special   election   would   also   be   in   February?  
 
Senator   Smith:   If   no   one   ran   for   the   spring   then   the   election   would   be   in   February,   if   no   one   ran   in   the   fall  
then   it   would   be   in   the   fall.   
 
Senator   Brady:   Is   that   the   case   now,   if   no   one   were   to   run?  
 
Senator   Lyons:   Yeah,   that’s   just   how   special   elections   work.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Is   this   vastly   different   from   the   Junior   Senator   and   Common   Senator   positions?   If  
we’re   going   to   restructure   the   SGA,   this   is   the   perfect   time   to   implement   this   change.   
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Are   you   thinking   of   one   bill   to   shift   the   whole   Senate?  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Yeah.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   We   aren’t   voting   on   this   tonight   right?  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   We   have   to   wait   a   week   to   vote   to   make   a   change   in   the   Constitution.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I   have   an   alternative   idea,   have   people   run   on   a   two-person   ticket   to   make   sure   there  
weren’t   any   extra   elections.   The   only   problem   is   then   as   a   voter,   is   you   have   to   vote   both   of   those   people  
in   at   once.   



 
Senator   Finkelstein:   I   think   that’s   interesting.   Logistically   simpler.   Maybe   we   could   do   a   better   job   if   we  
were   in   different   years   too.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Would   it   be   possible   to   restructure   it   so   there   is   an   older   Feb   Senator   and   younger   Feb   Senator?  
 
Senator   Smith:   Baby   Febs   are   only   here   for   the   spring   semester   which   means   if   they   ran   immediately,  
they   could   only   run   for   the   spring   semester.   That   could   factor   in   somehow.  
 
CoS   Platt:   Wondering   how   effective   it   would   be   to   toss   them   in   for   just   that   semester.   Maybe   there’s   an  
argument   for   institutional   memory.  
 
Senator   Finkelstein:   Junior   Senators   do   run   on   a   semester   based   system   without   a   two-person   ticket.   I  
think   the   two-person   ticket   is   interesting,   it   could   ease   out   choosing   the   other   person.   Then   you   could  
communicate   and   keep   continuity.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   I   like   the   idea.   Having   the   idea   that   you’re   voting   for   one   thing   even   though   there  
are   two   different   candidates   since   you   know   they’ll   be   collaborating   from   the   get-go   has   a   safer   feel   to   it.  
It’d   be   interesting   to   consider.   
 
Senator   Lyons:   John   Schurer   and   I   didn’t   run   on   the   same   ticket   but   we’ve   been   in   contact   on   what   our  
vision   is   for   the   spring,   so   I   think   it   could   be   useful.   There   is   often   a   situation   where   ideas   are   formed,   but  
then   stopped   halfway   through   when   another   person   steps   in.   
 
Senator   Scheinfeld:   Maybe   we   could   consider   this   for   all   positions.   I   just   realized   that   you’re   the   Speaker.  
 
VI. Adjournment  

Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
17-0-0   [Meeting   ends   at   never.]  


