
I. Attendance  
A. Members   Present :    President   Vijayakumar,   Senator   Gosselin,   Senator   Salas,   Senator   Schurer,  

Senator   Lee,   Senator   Flores-Clavel,   Senator   Gee,   Senator   Sanchez,   Senator   Mehta,   Senator  
Sharma,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Brady,   Senator   Smith,   Co-Chair   Lezama   (14)  

B. Members   Absent :   Senator   Velazquez   &   Senator   Best  
 

II. Acceptance   of   Minutes   from   2/16/2020  
President   Vijayakumar:   Please   speak   loudly   during   meetings,   you   are   being   recorded.   
 
Motion   to   accept   minutes.  
Seconded.  
14-0-1   [Senator   Salas   abstains.   Minutes   are   accepted.]  
 

III. Announcements   &   Updates  
A.   Executive   Board  
1.Search   for   New   Student   Constituent   

President   Vijayakumar:   After   attending   the   trustees   meeting   this   past   fall,   I   pitched   getting   a  
second   student   constituent.   Right   now,   the   only   student   constituent   is   the   SGA   president   and,  
alongside   former   presidents,   I   think   it’s   necessary   for   there   to   be   a   peer   student   perspective   in   the  
room,   someone   who   isn’t   embroiled   in   SGA   because   it’s   helpful   to   have   a   student   perspective   of  
someone   who   is   involved   on   campus   but   not   necessarily   in   the   processes   of   it.   The   trustees   gave  
official   approval   to   move   forward,   so   we   are   tasked   with   searching   for   that   student.   It’s   a   two-year  
position,   so   if   an   individual   wants   to   go   abroad,   they   cannot   serve   in   this   position.   We   want   there  
to   be   an   overlap   between   the   SGA   president   and   the   student   constituent   to   be   able   to   share   their  
resources   and   build   a   strong   relationship   between   the   student   and   the   trustees.   We’ll   start   the  
selection   process,   modelling   after   the   selection   process   for   the   SLSEA,   in   March   and   will  
complete   it   in   April   so   they   could   attend   trustees   meeting   in   May.   Please   tell   your   friends   and  
encourage   those   who   can   contribute   to   the   conversation   with   the   trustees.   An   email   will   be   sent   out  
the   first   week   of   March.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Hypothetically,   if   I   were   to   not   continue   with   SGA,   can   I   apply   to   become   a  
student   constituent?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Yes   if   you   aren’t   planning   on   going   abroad   during   that   time.  
 

2.Change   in   Meeting   Times   for   SGA   Cabinet   and   Senate   Meetings  
President   Vijayakumar:   We   all   voted   to   switch   the   meeting   times   to   an   evening   slot.   Let   me   know  
if   there   you   have   a   pre-existing   conflict   with   those   times.   If   the   conflicts   are   not   adjustable,   we’ll  
stick   to   our   current   meeting   times.  

 
B. Senate  

1.       Economics   Department   Student   Advisory   Board  



Senator   Brady:   The   Economics   department   had   their   first   student   advisory   meeting.   Seven   of   us  
who   

responded   were   able   to   attend.   It   seems   really   perceptive.  
 

CoS   Platt:   Currently   in   touch   with   the   department   chair   and   excited   about   it.   After   seeing   all   the  
work   that   needs   to   be   done   to   do   an   overhaul   of   the   whole   system,   it   seemed   unrealistic,   especially  
with   where   we   are   at   with   the   current   state   of   the   Academic   Affairs   committee,   but   I   am   excited  
that   [Senator   Brady]   is   a   part   of   that   because   we   can   take   notes   from   existing   advisory   boards   and  
see   what   works.   If   anyone   is   currently   on   another   student   advisory   board,   let   me   know.   
 

2.Thanksgiving   Break   Bill  
Senator   Sanchez:   I   am   grateful   for   the   amazing   response   we   have   gotten   and   appreciate   those   of  
you   who   sent   emails   to   your   constituents.   Those   that   didn’t,   I'm   sure   you   were   busy.   We   received  
702   responses   which   is   an   extraordinary   number.   I   spent   4   hours   writing   about   why   this   topic   issue  
was   brought   up   and   included   arguments   for   and   against   it,   and   sent   it   to   people   who   will   decide.  
We   have   a   meeting   on   February   26   with   the   counter   committee.   After   speaking   with   President  
Patton,   she   said   that   if   it   lands   on   her   desk,   she   will   approve   it.  
 

3.First-Year   Pizza   Talks  
Senator   Sanchez:   The   pizza   talks   begin   today   (2/23)   and   we   ordered   49   pizzas   for   four   days.   The  
meeting   for   Brainerd   will   be   at   8   pm   at   Stewart.   On   Tuesday,   it   will   be   at   Ross.   On   Wednesday,  
we’ll   be   at   Allen,   and   on   Thursday,   we’ll   have   our   largest   group   in   Battell.  

 
President   Vijayakumar:   Do   you   have   any   digital   promotional   materials?   Send   them   my   way   if   you  
would   like   me   to   post   it   on   the   SGA   instagram.  
 
Senator   Sanchez:   We’re   gonna   see   what   the   turn   out   is   for   today   and   if   it   doesn’t   go   well,   we’ll  
want   to   promote   it   a   lot.   
 

4.Meeting   to   Discuss   Digital   Accessibility   Bill  
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Meeting   with   Amanda   Reinhardt.   Plan   to   revive   the   Digital   Accessibility  
bill.   In   the   fall,   I   tried   to   figure   out   a   way   to   formalize   and   write   guidelines   where   all   student  
organizations   follow   basic   accessibility   standards   when   it   comes   to   digital   promotion   of   materials  
as   well   as   physical   copies.   I   spoke   with   different   cabinet   directors   to   gain   some   insight   from   them.  
We   don’t   know   what   the   punitive   measures   would   be.   An   example   would   be   following   guidelines  
for   those   who   are   colorblind   or   captioning   for   videos.  

 
5.CCI   Programming   

Senator   Salas:   Spoke   with   the   CCI   about   programming   for   spring.   Will   not   focus   as   much   on  
financial   literacy   as   we   have   in   the   past,   so   we’ll   do   LinkedIn   photobooth   among   some   panels.   We  
have   not   confirmed   anything   yet   but   will   keep   you   all   updated.  

 
6.SGA   Swag  



Senator   Sanchez:   I   talked   to   President   Vijayakumar   and   John   about   purchasing   SGA   gear.   [describes  
design   in   mind].   I   spoke   with   someone   in   town   and   he   will   provide   more   information   on   Tuesday.  

President   Vijayakumar:   If   we   want   apparel,   it   will   be   our   personal   money;   be   mindful   of   pricing   
 
C. Community   Council  

Co-Chair   Lezama:   The   Special   Housing   committee   recently   sent   out   a   form   to   all   the   social   houses   to  
answer   some   basic   questions   to   ensure   they   are   allowed   to   remain,   but   none   of   them   responded.   Had   a  
quick   meeting   with   Elaine   from   the   Service   Building   about   the   social   honor   code.   There   is   an   idea   being  
proposed   to   add   a   public   speaking   requirement   to   distributions.   I   think   it’s   an   interesting   idea   and   I   don’t  
know   whether   to   pursue   it   or   not,   but   there   was   previous   support   for   something   similar.   
Senator   Gosselin:   Any   more   information   on   public   speaking   requirement?  
Co-Chair   Lezama:   At   the   Oratory   Now   training   for   new   coaches,   and   some   mentioned   that   many   years  
ago,   SGA   previously   sponsored   a   bill   in   favor   of   a   public   speaking   requirement.  
President   Vijayakumar:   I   would   be   keen   on   knowing   more   information,   but   instead   of   adding   new  
requirements   for   students   to   graduate,   public   speaking   can   be   part   of   one   of   the   PE   distribution  
requirements.   It   gives   students   a   choice   while   still   supporting   this   idea.  
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   How   does   this   fall   into   the   conversation   of   OratoryX   counting   as   PE   credit,   so   why  
not   incorporate   it   into   the   PE   credits,   so   one   public   speaking   and   one   PE   credit?  
Senator   Schurer:   I   think   this   connects   to   a   larger   conversation   we   had   last   year.   A   former   senior   senator,  
Alexis   Levato   was   passionate   about   fixing   co-curricular   distribution   requirements,   so   I   think   we   should  
pick   up   from   that   conversation.  

 
D. Finance   Committee  

1.Wall   Street   Journal   Swag  
Treasurer   Cho:   I   want   to   pass   out   Wall   street   journal   swag.   Please   give   it   to   your   constituents.  
 

2.Finance   Committee   Presentation–MiddKid   Mega   Project  
Treasurer   Cho:   The   Finance   Committee   will   launch   an   initiative   called   the   MiddKids   Mega   Projects.   It’s   a  
plan   is   to   generate   ideas   for   events,   experiences,   and   investments   that   will   enrich   student   life   this   and   next  
year.   This   was   in   response   to   how   we’ll   most   effectively   use   our   reserves.   We   will   set   aside   $100,000   and  
release   a   competition   to   the   student   body,   no   need   to   be   affiliated   with   a   student   organization,   and   it’ll   be  
open-ended.   We   will   go   through   the   applications   and   hopefully   try   to   enable   all   creative   ideas   generated  
from   this   and   create   a   large   marketing   push   with   posters   and   emails.   The   point   is   to   cut   the   bureaucracy  
from   the   process   of   student   organizations   having   to   put   in   a   new   money   request.   We   want   the   best   ideas   to  
be   streamlined   directly   to   the   Finance   Committee   and   expedite   this   process.   It’s   a   really   exciting   idea!  
 
Senator   Sharma:   This   is   an   awesome   idea  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   So   it’s   $100,000   for   one   project?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   No,   the   $100,000   is   for   any   number   of   projects  
 



Senator   Gosselin:   I   have   an   idea   for   a   project.   Let’s   say   if   we   want   to   bring   Sean   Kingston   back,   will   this  
proposal   fit   under   this   project?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes.   This   proposal   would   fit   under   the   guidelines   of   this   initiative.   Fitting   under   the  
guidelines   doesn’t   mean   it’ll   get   approved,   it   just   means   it   will   be   approved   to   be   presented   in   front   of   the  
committee.   We’re   also   on   a   tight   timeline.   We   want   to   release   the   online   applications–it’ll   be   a   2-step  
process.   First,   people   fill   out   a   short   form   about   their   ideas   and   the   reasonable   responses   will   be   invited   to  
pitch   to   the   Finance   Committee.   We’ll   accept   proposal   presentations   until   money   runs   out   or   until   March  
20.   For   this   to   work   in   a   timely   manner,   I   want   to   ask   for   a   blanket   approval   for   all   budgets   about   $10,000  
because   we   would   usually   need   senate   approval   for   such   budgets,   but   we   don’t   want   people   to   have   to  
wait   for   the   Sunday   meeting.   If   you   are   in   favor   of   this   initiative,   we   would   like   you   to   approve   the  
Finance   Committee’s   decisions.   With   that   said,   it   would   make   sense   for   1-2   senators   to   be   on   the   selection  
committee   to   include   the   perspective   of   the   elected   body.   These   senators   would   need   to   attend   all   of   the  
Wednesday   meetings   until   April   and   any   ad   hoc   meetings   (2-3   times   a   week).   We   don’t   know   how   many  
applications   we   will   receive   because   it   is   a   short   period   of   time.   If   there   are   more   than   two–we   also   want  
two   cabinet   directors–I   would   like   a   quick   pitch   for   the   nominated   senators   and   a   quick   vote.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   This   may   be   a   topic   of   discussion   for   the   committee,   but   does   the   Finance   Committee  
think   the   $10,000+   rule   is   relevant   or   do   we   want   to   keep   it?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   It   would   be   great   to   say   yes   from   a   committee   perspective,   but   it   is   good   to   have   checks  
and   balances   between   the   committee   and   the   student   government.   
 
Senator   Maxie:   Can   we   raise   the   $10,000   limits   a   bit   higher   because   it’s   not   a   ton   of   money?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yeah   that   sounds   like   a   great   idea.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   What   happens   if   there   is   some   money   left   from   this   $100,000?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Concurrently,   we’ll   be   doing   a   comprehensive   review   of   student   organizations.   Emails  
should   go   out   this   week.   What   that   means   is   that   we   want   to   check   to   make   sure   that   all   organizations  
have   their   equipment   maintained.   If   they   don’t,    this   is   the   year    to   pay   for   these   equipment   fixes.   If   we  
don’t   spend   all   $100,000,   we’ll   keep   it   in   reserve   for   next   year.  

 
Senator   Schurer:   Last   year,   we   talked   about   the   Campus   Life   Initiative   (initiative   to   students   to   put   on   a  
social   event   not   affiliated   or   supported   by   student   organizations.   There   is   currently   no   way   to   support  
those   students   and   we   wanted   to   step   up   social   life   on   campus.   We   were   initially   thinking   about   an  
application   portal   and   people   could   apply   for   funding   and   pitch   their   idea   to   the   Finance   Committee,   who  
would   then   work   with   MCAB   to   approve   these   proposals.   There   eventually   wasn’t   enough   time   to   iron  
out   the   logistics.   Could   you   see   this   as   a   supplement   to   this   new   idea?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   had   the   Campus   Life   Initiative   idea   in   the   back   of   my   mind   when   we   were   talking   about  
the   MiddKids   Mega   Project–if   you   guys   have   suggestions   for   a   better   name,   let   me   know.   I   want   to   see  



what   the   response   from   the   college   would   be.   If   there   are   a   lot   of   individuals   with   great   ideas,   we   could  
definitely   set   up   a   fund   for   the   Campus   life   initiative.   I’ll   talk   to   Amanda   Reinhardt   about   it   at   the   end   of  
the   year   so   we   could   allocate   a   certain   amount   in   a   separate   fund.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   iIf   people   can   find   more   fun   and   engaging   names   for   this   initiative,   please   let   me  
know.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Can   we   share   names   we’ve   thought   of   so   far?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yeah   we   had   a   lot   of   random   names  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Panther   Project,   the   Big-a-Plan,   the   100k   Challenge.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   We   didn’t   want   to   put   a   number   figure   up   there   because   we   wanted   to   focus   on   the   ideas,  
not   the   numbers.   We   also   had   the   “2020   Vision   Fund”,   but   it   got   mixed   reviews   because   people   thought   it  
was   weird   because   we’re   not   actually   setting   a   vision   for   the   school,   but   rather   coming   up   with   some   cool  
ideas.   
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Like   a   “Roll   Pants   Project”?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   feel   like   there’s   too   much   thinking   involved   in   the   name?  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   like   Panther   Project   so   we   can   use   the   mascot   and   [Senator   Schurer]   worked   hard   to  
get   it  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   [Senator   Gosselin]   speaks   like   an   administrator  
 
Senator   Schurer:   We   don’t   have   to   decide   this   now.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yeah   we   do.   We   want   to   send   out   the   form   by   Tuesday   night.   Getting   back   to   the   topic,   if  
someone   can   raise   motion   for   blanket   waiver   for   this   initiative   and   vote   for   the   two   senators   to   be   on  
committee,   that’d   be   great.  
 
Motion   to   waive.  
 
Seconded.  
 
14-0-0   [waiver   approved.]  
 
Senator   Schurer:   Let’s   take   nominations.   You   can   nominate   yourselves   or   others   for   this   committee.   
 



Senator   Lee:   Before   we   get   into   the   nomination   process,   the   Office   of   Provost   Funding,   and   I   think   you  
can   get   insight   of   their   structure.   When   they   send   out   their   applications,   it   would   be   good   to   think   about  
what   they   are   talking   about.  
 
Senator   Schurer:   Senator   Sharma,   Senator   Maxie,   Senator   Sanchez,   and   Senator   Gosselin   are   the  
nominees   for   the   positions   on   the   selection   committee.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   Can   you   reiterate   how   often   you   will   meet?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   We   open   applications   this   Tuesday   and   we’ll   start   to   hear   pitches   on   a   rolling   basis   when  
we   get   these   applications.   Expect   to   attend   meetings   anytime   from   next   Wednesday   to   the   second   week   of  
April;   every   meeting   and   possibly   some   ad   hoc   meetings.   We   may   convene   for   an   ad   hoc   meeting   and  
we’ll   schedule   those   around   committee   members’   schedules.   But   I   would   appreciate   the   senators   to   be  
flexible   with   this.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   [idea   for   the   name]   Can   we   call   it   the   SGA   Social   Initiatives?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   didn’t   wanna   keep   it   for   just   social   events,   so   if   anyone   has   ideas   for   other   investments  
like   furnishing   spaces   in   McCullough,   let   me   know.  
 
Senator   Schurer:   Starting   with   Senator   Maxie,   just   give   us   a   15-30   second   pitch   on   why   you   think   you’d  
be   fit   to   serve   on   this   committee.   And   then   we’ll   go   to   Senator   Sharma,   then   Senator   Gosselin,   then  
Senator   Sanchez.  
 
Senator   Maxie:   I   was   on   the   Student   Organization   Oversight   Committee   and   have   experience   on  
approving   student   life   initiatives.  
 
Senator   Sharma:   I’m   on   the   Cook   Commons   Council   (CCC)   and   the   Pre-Health   Society   and   have   planned  
many   events   and   initiatives   through   both   organizations.   I   know   a   lot   about   allocating   funds   into   events,  
like   the   renovated   Battell   basement   funded   by   CCC.   It   would   be   cool   to   hear   others’   ideas   and   help   them  
in   their   process   of   realizing   their   ideas.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   I   spent   2   years   on   student   organization.   I   was   also   the   treasurer   of   Tavern   this   past   year,  
so   I   know   how   to   deal   with   finances.   
 
Senator   Sanchez:   I   am   interested   in   finance   and   have   made   myself   available   to   hear   others'   concerns.  
What   is   necessary   for   joining   this   selection   committee   is   someone   that   can   commit   the   time   to   showing   up  
and   since   I’m   not   in   other   committees,   this’ll   be   a   great   opportunity   to   invest   my   time   and   help   people  
invest   $100,000   in   their   projects.   
 
Senator   Schurer:   Head   down   voting.   Vote   for   two   senators.  
 
[Senator   Gosselin   and   Senator   Sanchez   elected   for   the   positions   in   the   selection   committee]  



 
Treasurer   Cho:   One   comment:   please   tell   all   constituents,   send   an   email   to   them.   If   any   of   you   have   any  
initiatives   you   want   funded,   that’s   a   perfect   time   to   propose   your   ideas   and   get   funding.  
 
Senator   Gee:   Can   you   write   a   small   blurb   for   us   to   send   out?  
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   have   you   looked   at   rejected   projects   from   the   Panther   Parade?  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   Yes   and   we’re   gonna   reach   out   to   those   behind   these   rejected   proposals   projects   and   talk  
about   what   went   wrong.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Are   you   still   going   to   do   the   video   project?   I’ve   spoken   with   the   Finance  
Committee    about   marketing   and   decided   to   do   the   Billy   Eichner-type   questioning.   So   members   of   the  
Finance   Committee   will   go   up   to   people   and   ask   them   how   they   would   spend   $100,000.   I   agreed   to   help  
them   put   it   together   and   post   the   final   product   on   social   media   platforms.  
 
 

E. Public   Comment   Time  
1.SGA   Sexual   &   Relationship   Respect   (SRR)   Directors   Arielle   Landau   and   Elissa   Asch–As   part   of  

Sexual   Assault   Awareness   month,   we   want   to   providing   programming   to   support   survivors.   Came  
to   the   conclusion   that   stickers   would   be   a   good   option,   but   require   approval   from   the   SGA   senate.  
Speaking   with   the   SRR   committee,   we   think   that   people   don’t   talk   enough   about   assault   or  
survivors   in   the   greater   Middlebury   community,   and   there   isn’t   a   specific   community   of   survivors  
on-campus.   Best   way   to   show   support   for   survivors   and   for   survivors   to   feel   supported   would   be  
with   these   stickers   which   would   be   teal   since   it’s   the   color   of   sexual   assault   awareness.   The   sticker  
would   include   “support   survivors”   and   the   emblem   of   the   ribbon.   It   would   cost   around   $130   for  
2000   stickers.   Having   it   around   campus   would   be   a   visual   display   of   support.   

  
        Senator   Gosselin:   Would   it   be   the   same   size   as   the   Green   Dot   stickers?  

 
        Arielle   Landau:   The   goal   is   to   make   the   stickers   as   prevalent   as   the   Green   Dot   stickers.   They   may   be   a   bit  

smaller   or   we   may   be   able   to   make   them   bigger   or   nicer   quality,   which   would   cost   a   little   bit   more   money,  
so   however   much   is   willing   to   be   approved   and   how   much   we   have   in   store   for   the   committee.  
 
Motion   to   vote.  
 
Seconded.  

 
14-0-0   [Request   approved]  

 
IV. New   Business  

A. ISO   International   House–ISO   Co-President   Arthur   Martins  



Introduction:    On   behalf   of   ISO,   I'm   here   to   present   on   intentional   community-making;   a   special   interest  
house   focused   on   international   living.   The   ISO   has   been   around   since   1966   and   has   been   a   way   to   allow  
international   students   to   have   a   voice   on   campus   and   share   their   cultures   with   the   student   body.   It’s   the  
largest   cultural   organization   on   campus.   Today   we’re   committed   to   critical   diversity.   
Living   Space:    ISO   proposes   a   residential   space   on   campus,   a   special   interest   house   for   8-15   students  
where   students   can   engage   in   dialogue   on   campus   and   develop   intercultural   understanding   and   awareness  
of   global   issues.   This   house   would   be   run   entirely   by   the   ISO   as   an   extension   of   the   organization.   It   is  
open   to   all   Middlebury   students   to   live   and   participate   in.   We   have   the   desire   to   share   our   global  
experiences   and   want   people   to   engage   in   dialogue.   
Impact   on   the   Greater   Middlebury   Community:    This   matters   because   Middlebury   prides   itself   on  
having   a   significant   international   identity.   It   has   several   branches   around   the   world   and   it   prides   itself   in  
its   language   programs   and   cultural   diversity.   However,   despite   the   presence   of   international   programs,  
international   students   often   face   the   erasure   of   their   identity.   International   students   stand   out   as   the   largest  
minority   group,   but   this   simply   reduces   us   to   non-U.S.   passport   holders.   This   suggests   that   we’re   one  
homogenous   group,   not   capturing   the   full   scope   of   our   diversity.   This   leads   us   to   believe   we   are   here  
simply   on   a   numbers-based   approach   and   our   contributions   to   this   community   are   limited   to   embellishing  
the   college’s   statistics.   Make   us   think   that   we   are   here   to   embellish   the   college’s   statistics.   The  
International   House   can   become   part   of   a   solution   where   specific   needs   of   international   students   can   be  
addressed.   It   contributes   to   a   new   mentality   about   diversity   where   our   experiences   are   valued   beyond  
ISO’s   programming.   We   believe   a   special   interest   house   is   the   best   housing   option   because   students   can  
pursue   a   common   interest   and   share   their   perspectives   with   the   Middlebury   community   through   a   unique  
mission   and   special   characteristics   that   define   the   space,   making   it   easier   to   run   as   an   organization’s  
residential   space.   The   programming   for   the   house   will   be   funded   through   the   SGA   Finance   Committee.   
What’s   next:    This   project   speaks   to   broader   concerns   and   ideas.   This   project   can   only   be   done   with  
dialogue   with   the   SGA   and   the   Finance   Committee.   We   would   like   to   pass   a   legislation   with   the   support  
of   the   SGA   by   March   15,   continuing   the   conversation   and   negotiations   until   May   10   so   the   house   can   be  
in   place   for   the   fall.   This   house   speak  

 
Senator   Sanchez:   thank   you   for   coming.   I   love   the   idea.   This   was   a   very   well-structured   presentation.   I  
don't   know   why   we   don’t   have   an   international   house   yet.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Two   things–logistical   question:   what   do   you   want   us   to   do   in   terms   of   SGA  
legislation?   A   resolution   in   support   of   an   ISO   house?   
 
ISO:   Looking   at   models   for   similar   petitions   for   special   interest   houses,   SGA   previously   worked   with   the  
Queer   Studies   house   to   create   legislation   to   show   support   for   the   initiative.   I   think   it’s   about   rallying   our  
voices   to   have   its   value   be   recognized   mainly   for   its   broader   benefits.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Did   you   gauge   interest   of   ISO   members   whether   they   would   want   to   live   in   the   ISO  
house   and   if   you   did,   what’s   the   level   of   interest?  
 



ISO:   That   was   a   main   concern.   We’re   a   big   organization   of   330+   members   that   have   been   notified   and  
involved   in   this   project.   While   interest   has   not   been   formally   expressed,   we   do   know   there’s   a  
considerable   number   of   people   interested   in   our   initiative   who   see   this   house   as   a   viable   housing   option.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   When   is   the   application   due   to   get   the   special   interest   house?  
 
ISO:   While   we   have   had   trouble   contacting   the   housing   office   to   discuss   the   possibility   of   a   different  
timeline,   superblock   housing   applications   go   up   this   week,   which   would   include   houses   that   could   be  
eligible   for   us.   Maybe   the   SGA   and   Community   Council   can   talk   to   the   administration   about   ways   this  
could   be   negotiated.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   Would   you   be   opposed   to   getting   a   social   house   instead   of   a   special   interest   house?  
Are   you   OK   with   either?   
 
ISO:   It   could   work   because,   looking   at   Brooker,   it   has   the   scope   to   be   a   social   house.   If   a   social   house   is  
the   only   space   that   is   possible,   then   yes   we   would   be   fine.   If   Brooker   can   do   it   for   a   long   time,   then   we  
could   do   the   same.   Our   concern   is   that   a   social   house   dilutes   the   goal   of   our   intentionality   of   our   proposal.  
It   would   be   more   social   rather   than   nurturing   a   common   mentality.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   I   ask   this   because   we   have   to   be   intentional   if   we   are   going   to   move   forward   and   write  
a   piece   of   legislation.   Getting   a   special   interest   house   is   more   difficult   because   they   already   are  
established   houses.   It’s   broken   down   by   academic   interest   and   then   the   special   interest–intentional   living,  
outdoor   interest,   etc.–   and   they   are   pre-determined,   so   they   are   not   going   anywhere.   It   would   have   to   be   a  
space   that   would   be   a   super   block.   It   would   be   difficult   but   I   am   encouraging   you   to   be   flexible.  
Senator   Schurer:   Most   viable   spaces   would   be   current   superblocks   or   random   senior   houses,   and   with   the  
commons   system   going   away–I   believe   someone   in   the   administration   is   responsible   for   finding   a   new  
purpose   for   the   five   commons   houses.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   What   kind   of   programming   would   be   unique   to   the   house   and   not   part   of   the   ISO   as   the  
organization?   Maybe   they’re   the   same   if   you   guys   have   a   house.   How   much   would   it   add   to   your   yearly  
budget?   
 
ISO:   The   financial   burden   reduces   as   an   extension   to   the   organization.   Programming   occurring   now   that  
is   budgeted   from   the   organization   would   then   take   place   in   the   house.   We   want   the   house   to   have  
autonomy   for   people   to   create   their   own   events.   If   we   were   to   ask   for   a   dedicated   budget   for   that,   I   think   it  
would   be   reasonable   for   $500-1000   to   be   requested.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   The   person   in   charge   is   Sujata   Moorti,   Dean   of   Faculty.   You   said   there   are   about   30  
people   interested   in   living   in   this   house.   
 
ISO:   That’s   our   baseline.   The   interest   in   living   in   the   house   is   also   proportional   to   how   nice   or   accessible  
it   may   be.   Some   of   us   don’t   want   to   live   in   the   house   next   year,   but   as   of   now,   there   are   about   10   people  



who   have   expressed   interest   in   living   there   next   year.   That’s   not   to   say   that   we   don’t   have   enough   wager  
to   bring   people   in   because   we   have   strong   interest   from   the   team   and   our   membership.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   Do   you   have   a   list   of   houses   you’d   be   happy   to   live   in?  
 
ISO:   We   looked   at   Old   Palana   and   houses   close   by   like   97   Adirondack   View.   We   prefer   to   not   be   too   far  
off   campus.   Turner   is   also   good   or   anywhere   in   the   general   vicinity   of   Ridgeline   would   be   ideal.   
 
Senator   Lee:   It   would   be   important   to   survey   people   who   are   abroad   and   feedback   from   them,   like   what  
they   would   expect   from   the   house   when   this   happens.  
 
ISO:   We   plan   on   sending   out   an   International   Zeitgeist   and   these   questions   will   be   included   and   we’ll  
share   the   results   with   you.   Our   final   question   to   you   is–we   have   no   idea   how   to   move   on   with   the  
administration   stance;   but   we   want   your   help   to   navigate   and   would   be   happy   to   work   together   about   how  
to   articulate   this   and   how   to   move   forward.  
 
CoS   Platt:   You   are   working   against   a   tight   timeline   right   now.   I   think   we   are   looking   at   making   serious  
decisions   about   social   houses,   and   those   things   don’t   happen   quickly   for   good   reason.   While   there   is   a  
chance   this   is   possible   for   next   fall,   this   is   a   really   great   idea   and   I   would   like   to   see   it   passed   on   even   if   it  
doesn’t   happen   for   next   fall.   Reality   is   that   people   will   be   picking   soon,   so   if   it   doesn’t   work   out   this   time  
around,   continue   gathering   data   points   and   come   back   next   year  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Going   back   to   the   conversation   on   the   spaces   that   are   available,   what   would  
expedite   the   process   is   if   you   all   identified   what   space   you’re   willing   to   consider   because   the   more   narrow  
you   can   get   the   better   the   proposal.   If   you   want   a   chance   to   have   this   done   for   the   next   academic   calendar,  
you   should   get   together   and   establish   this.  
 
Co-Chair   Lezama:   I   am   extending   an   invitation   to   come   to   the   Community   Council   meeting.   We   will   put  
to   vote   whether   we   want   to   support   you   in   your   decision.   It   would   reflect   well   if   the   Community   Council  
and   SGA   say   yes.   They   would   appreciate   this   presentation.   We   can   think   about   specific   spaces   because  
the   staff   knows   their   stuff.   You   are   on   the   agenda   if   you   want   it.   
 

B. Trustee   Lunch   Preparation  
President   Vijayakumar:   March   6th!   A   lot   of   you   are   signed   up   to   go   and   we   get   to   set   the   agenda.   I   want  
all   of   us   to   talk   about   what   we   want   to   talk   about.   If   there   are   topics   on   campus   that   you   want   the   trustees  
to   know   about.   It   doesn’t   need   to   be   about   a   specific   initiative   you’re   working   on.   It   can   be   something   as  
nebulous   as   a   nutritionist   where   there   is   no   set   infrastructure   or   the   initiatives   we’re   working   on   and   want  
them   to   support.   Would   like   to   come   up   with   two   or   three   main   topics   to   guide   the   discussion.   Would   like  
to   compile   as   much   of   your   ideas   as   possible   into   the   agenda   to   send   to   them   by   tomorrow   (2/24).  
 
CoS   Platt:   Make   this   a   more   tangible   thing   to   put   on   agenda.   What   I   learned   most   about   as   a   member   of  
SGA   this   year   is   all   the   miscommunication   that   happens   between   the   student   body.   An   issue   that   our  



campus   has   been   facing   is   the   lack   of   communication   and   misunderstanding   about   what   students’   needs  
are   and   what   their   needs   are   perceived   by   either   Old   Chapel   or   faculty.  
Senator   Gosselin:   Trustees   voted   on   infrastructural   changes.   Would   like   to   see   what   they   think   about   the  
new   student   center.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   They   are   very   excited   about   it.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   Would   like   to   talk   about   accessibility;   midd   can’t   legally   provide   makeshift   service  
to   transport   students,   which   is   an   issue   since   students   who   are   disabled   or   who   may   be   on   crutches   would  
have   to   travel   on   their   own   in   winter   conditions.   So   it   would   be   good   to   figure   out   a   way   to   transport   these  
students   during   the   winter.  
 
Senator   Schurer:   I   think   there   is   a   larger   issue   of   accessibility.   When   subsets   of   the   Board   of   Trustees,  
specifically   the   buildings   and   grounds   people,   are   aware   of   making   things   more   accessible.   Not   only  
accessible,   but   universally   accessible,   so   like   the   main   entrances   of   all   facilities   are   the   ones   that   everyone  
should   be   able   to   use   no   matter   their   abilities.   I   think   we   should   always   be   pressing   them   on   that   because  
Middlebury   has   a   long   way   to   go.  
 
Senator   Lee:   I’ve   been   hearing   complaints   of   no   food   options   on   Monday   and   Tuesday   late   nights   and  
only   fried   food   options   available   at   the   Grille.   I   think   it’s   a   real   problem   that   students   should   eat   nutritious  
food   and   there   should   be   healthy   options   for   students   to   consume.  
 
Senator   Mehta:   I’ve   heard   a   lot   from   students   about   wanting   more   academic   space.   Students   have   been  
complaining   about   not   having   a   good   space   to   discuss   their   work   with   professors.  
 
Senator   Smith:   I’ve   heard   concerns   over   how   little   college   is   interacting   with   the   town   in   terms   of  
students   spending   money   at   local   businesses.   We   should   be   doing   more   to   encourage   this   relationship.One  
professor   who   works   with   the   Better   Midd   organization,   which   is   an   NGO   that   aims   to   revitalize  
downtown,   suggested   putting   Middlebury   money,   perhaps   declining   balance,   specifically   for   purchases   at  
local   businesses   in   town.  
 
CoS   Platt:   This   could   be   an   agenda   item   at   another   meeting   because,   while   this   idea   may   be   difficult,  
there   are   other   ways   to   solve   this   problem.   Through   conversations   we’ve   had   with   cabinet,   we’ve   learned  
about   what’s   possible   and   what’s   not   with   this   idea.  
 
Treasurer   Cho:   I   would   like   to   hear   the   Board’s   opinion   on   the   big   picture   of   how   we,   as   a   liberal   arts  
institution,   are   managing   the   challenges   of   a   changing   society   in   terms   of   growth   and   the   changing  
dynamics   of   technology   while   preserving   the   traditional   values   of   the   liberal   arts   institution;   where   is   our  
money   being   allocated   in   terms   of   building   the   computer   science   building   versus   hiring   a   new   professor.  
Mainly   want   to   see   their   overall   outlook   of   the   whole   school.  
 
Senator   Gosselin:   The   Campus   published   op-ed   on   what   size   we   want   the   college   to   be.   I   think   that   could  
be   an   important   question   to   ask.  



 
Treasurer   Cho:   I’m   curious   how   we’re   moving   toward   integrating   the   Middlebury   campus   and   the  
Monterey   campus.   While   we   don’t   hear   about   that   too   often,   I   know   that’s   always   on   administrators’  
minds.   What   kind   of   opportunities   they’re   thinking   of   providing   to   Middlebury   students   at   Monterey   as  
well   as   the   resources   they   can   take   advantage   of.   
 
President   Vijayakumar:   There   is   a   specific   contact   at   Monterey   whose   specific   role   on   their   SGA   is   to   try  
to   troubleshoot   and   figure   out   that   exact   question.   It’s   a   new   position   that   started   this   year.  
 
CoS   Platt:   so   many   people   on   this   campus   have   similar   questions   and   we   know   that   they’re   actively   trying  
to   integrate.   Yes,   they   are   trying   to   merge   but   no   one   on   this   campus   is   buying   it–not   no   one,   but   not   a  
sustainable   amount   of   interest.  
 
Senator   Flores-Clavel:   What   will   happen   to   the   free   laundry?   People   are   concerned   about   losing   it.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   This   isn’t   a   conversation   for   this   meeting   with   the   trustees,   but   other   groups   on  
campus   that   we   can   figure   it   out   with.   Point   taken.  
 
CoS   Platt:   A   good   way   to   think   about   that   is   how   it   fits   into   a   greater   context–what   students   are   paying  
for   and   what   they’re   not.   I   think   it’s   part   of   a   much   larger   conversation   about   accessibility.  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   For   those   attending   this   lunch,   make   sure   to   provide   brief   introductions   and   it  
would   be   a   great   opportunity   to   highlight   your   personal   achievements,   initiatives   you’ve   worked   on,   and  
ongoing   projects   that   the   SGA   is   working   on.  
 
Senator   Schurer:   Do   you   have   a   list   of   people   attending?  
 
President   Vijayakumar:   Anyone   that   sent   a   message   to   me   about   attending,   you   will   be   sent   a   formal  
invite   from   the   offices.  
 

 
V. Adjournment  

 
Motion   to   adjourn.  
 
Seconded.  
 
14-0-0   [Meeting   ends   at   4:47   PM.]  
 


